Club ‘an integral part of the community’

-

BADGER Hill Cricket Club was origi-
nally known s Rastrick New Road
Sunday Schoal C.C..

The earfiest surviving minute is dated
18%6, when those in attendance voled Lo
have a ericket club for another year, This
appears to have been an annual practice
until 19400 when the voie appears (o have
been nsed with.

The club was an integral part of both
Rastrick New Road church and the local
community.

o oo
m T orpanisel occa-
sions such as Minstrel Shows and ‘At
Homes" evients,

The club didn't raise funds just for
itsell cither. Charity matches were played
Lo garner money For various other causes,

e often think of cricket as predomi-
nanily & men’s sport, even today, Yet
ericket was played by women as far back
us the early twentieth century. For exam-
ple, Rastrick New Road Sunday School
fielded o lndies team in the 1930s,

In 1937 thie club®s 1st XI were League
champions and Lumb Cop winners. The
2ol X1 also scooped a pair of trophics. In
1950 Rastrick New Hoad alse scooped
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He his daughter, Suzanne,
the club’s scorer, s o player. When they
were short of she put down her
pencil and picked op ber bat instend!

She also remem
tion often didn't k

:
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Following muoch soul-search
club decided to break away, It was forced

The Rastrick New Road team pictured in 1921 and an overview of the ground taken in the

to chunge its name, and so ended an wsso-
ciation which had Lsted over a hundred
vears.

They decided to take their new name
from name of their ground - and
Badger Hill CC was born.

The end of the sssociation between
Rastrick New Road Sunduy School and
the ¢ricket club was an smicable ome.

While the Sunday School did not agree
with playing cricket on Sundays, they
saw it as a matter for the cricketers’ con-
sciences - und did not condemn the club
for its decision,

Indesd, Steve Goodall, a lny preacher

ot the Sunday School, continued to play
for the Badgers and was secretary of the
club until about six years ago — bul he
mphgtdnﬂsu:lﬁflﬁ!
On June 3, 1989 tragedy strock
Hadger Hill when Trevor Baot ilied
during a match, Trevor had been o hard-
working and long-serving member of
Badger Hill Cricket Club both on and ofT
ihe . He is preatly missed by his fom-
ily and ihe club,

In the mid-19%0s, Radger Hill unt-
ed into the Hodderslield Central Le
after decades in  the Huoddersfield

early 1950s

Association. This meant away matches in
Ratley, Dewshury and on the outskirts of
Wikefield, Barnsley and ShelMield.

Around this time, the club was disap-
pointed 1o miss out on a lurge develop-
ment grant to help build o pew club-
house,

Just nx it stemed that things conldn’t
get any worse, they did. In 2002 vandals
torched the *old' clubhouse — and the
clubi was lelt with nothing. Except the
ground and its stalwart players,

Many Badger Hill players [l that
after the fire the end was near for the
club. But not everyone was prepared 1o
give in. The community thal is Badger
Hil €. began to fight back.

Today the Badgers run two teams and
new pliyers are showly swelling the num-
ber of cluby members.

There is still u long way lo go before
the club is able to re-live the heady days
of the post-war perlod, bat there Is n
wonderful spirit of community s Badger
Hill - from the chatrman right down o
the tea ladies - that binds the club togeth-
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