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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
BOOTH CC 
 
The Later Years  

HOME SWEET HOME 
 

1946 – BROAD FOLD HQ 
 

In 1946 permission was granted to construct a 
permanent headquarters at Broad Fold. Building 
work took place in 1947, which meant that all the 
Club's 'home' games during that season had to be 
played away.  
 

 

 
The new ground was opened on 24 April 1948, and 
Mr R.H. Murgatroyd, owner of the local mill, bowled 
the first ball on the new turf to Bob Midgley.  
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A VERY PROUD 
COMMITTEE 

 

1948 – PARISH CUP VICTORY 
 

 
 
‘In 1948 we won against Mytholmroyd. They 
scored 86 and although the Booth innings was 
interrupted by rain, we won by 2 wickets, which 
was fortunate in that the no. 11 had spent the 3-
hour break in the bar and would have needed 
more than a runner’ - George Woodhead, taken 
from his memoirs 
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A team picture from the period
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THE GOOD, THE BAD 
AND THE VERY 

UGLY! 
 

EARLY 1950s – PARISH CUP 
 
 

1951 saw Booth lose the Parish Cup final to King 
Cross, losing by 7 wickets.  
 
One Booth player had contracted mumps…and was 
therefore kept in isolation due to the rest of the 
team fearing for their own glands.  
 

    

 
 
 
 

In 1953 Booth lost to Copley by 40 runs, with six 
Booth players failing to score.  
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DECKCHAIR 
LOYALISTS 

 

1954 – CLUB WOMEN 
 

 
 

 
 

But this Annual Dinner photo from the 1950s is full 
of men! 

 



Page 8 of 25 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

BOOTH V BOOTHS! 
 

1957 – BIZARRE FIXTURE 
 

In 1957 the League held a Booth v Booths special 
fundraising match. One team comprised players with 
the surname, ‘Booth’.  
 

Players even came from as far afield as Lancashire 
in order to take part in this one- off event. Via the 
match, a sum of £19 was donated to the Collinson 
Memorial Trophy competition. These letters tell the 
story of the fixture. 
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CHAMPIONS! 
 

1958 – PARISH LEAGUE SUCCESS 
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ANYONE FOR 
GUINNESS? 

 

VICTORY DRINK 
 

Booth sure know how to have a good time post-
match. One stalwart remembers: ‘The licensee of 
The Sportsman filled the Parish Cup on victory 
night with Guinness, beer and the contents of 
“lots of little bottles from the back of the bar 
that nobody asked for.”’ 
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TWICE AS NICE! 
 

1960 – CROSSLEY SHIELD & PARISH CUP DOUBLE 
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TALE OF BOB’S BOX 
 

SENSITIVE ISSUE 
 

One post-war match at Northowram was abandoned 
due to thunder and lightening. The umpire was 
wearing metal glasses and said he ‘didn’t want 
them welding to his face’. Robert Midgley, who 
was batting, agreed. He was wearing a metal box! 
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BOYS OF ‘68 
 

1968 – THE TEAM OF THE 60S? 
 

Although no trophies were won in 1968, since the start of 
the 1960s the Parish Cup had been in residence at 
Broadfold 5 times and the Halifax League title on two 
occasion. Surely this meant that Booth were the team of 
the decade in local cricket. But how many players from the 
1960 team are in this photo? 
 

 
How many can you name? 
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2ND xi SUPERSTARS! 
 

1973 – DIVISION 2 TRIUMPH 
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MAKEOVER TIME! 
 

1980s – GROUND REDEVELOPMENT 
 

The 1980s saw the Booth pavilion get a 
makeover. Bar and toilet facilities were 
improved in 1983, and in 1986 a car park was 
built, which has proved to be a huge asset to 
the Club and its supporters.    

 

 
 
 



Page 17 of 25 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

 
A selection of 1980s fixture cards 
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SOWERBY SETBACK 
 

1983 – PARISH CUP FINAL DEFEAT 
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FIRST-CLASS FIRST 
TEAM! 

 

1987 – TITLE WINNERS 
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16 FINE MEN! 
 

1990 – CHAMPIONS AGAIN 
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100 NOT OUT! 
 

1993 – CLUB CENTENARY 
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BRIGHT AND 
BEAUTIFUL 

 

CLUB TODAY 
 
  

 
 

On the Club website, president Adrian Greenwood 
says: 'We are hoping to encourage new 
membership and volunteers to the club, where 
our bar and playing facilities are excellent. The 
clubhouse can be hired for private functions. 
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Everyone is welcome whether you are a player 
or a spectator.' 
 
And the self-proclaimed ‘Broad Fold Bard’ opines: 

 
Some have come and some have gone, and some it 

seems to me, 
Have gone to sleep forever, or at best they'll sleep 'til 

tea, 
The ladies in the clubhouse still wear the sweetest 

smiles, 
And the teas and cakes you will agree, are the best in 

t'league by miles. 
 

 
 

It's true the trophy cabinet isn't bursting at the seams, 
And the Parish Cup and Crossley Shield may still be in 

our dreams, 
Success upon the wicket hasn't been what it might have 

been, 
But there's silver in the cabinet from the 12's and 3rds 

(sorry) Sunday Team. 
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Each cloud has a silver lining and the future looks quite 
bright, 

'Cos the boys, nay men, of the under-12's are beating 
everyone in sight, 

It's clear to me as I sit here and watch the shadows 
grow long, 

The Broadfold club's intended to prosper and grown 
strong. 

 

 
 

The pictures on the clubhouse wall, if by chance they 
chose to speak, 

Would still prefer to beat Triangle on any given day in 
t'week 

And though they may not see eye to eye with all the 
things they've seen, 

Every bleeding one of them would still turn out for the 
team. 

 


