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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
BRADSHAW CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

OPENING UP 
 

EARLY CRICKET IN BRADSHAW 
 

Although the current club was not formed until 1923, local 
cricket historian Andrew Hardcastle has found a number 
of references to clubs playing cricket in Bradshaw before 
this time.  
 

 
 

The earliest of these was in 1861 when a team called 
Bradshaw Golden Fleece played Queenshead United. 
 
 

A Bradshaw-based church team called St. John’s was 
also active in the 1860s.  
 

By the 1890s Bradshaw Mills C.C. were playing in the 
Halifax Parish Cup competition and had joined the 
Ovenden & District League.  
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AN INSPECTOR 
CALLS 

 

1891 - BRADSHAW MILLS C.C. 
 

The Bradshaw Mills club were playing in the Halifax 
Parish Cup as early as 1891.  
 

In that year the Cup committee also produced an 
inspection report on the grounds of its member clubs.   
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MID-TABLE 
SECURITY! 

 

1896 - OVENDEN & DISTRICT LEAGUE 
 

 
 

By 1896 the Bradshaw Mills club was competing in the 
Ovenden & District League, with Illingworth St. Mary’s top 
of the table. 
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YEAR ZERO 
 
 

1923 – FORMATION OF CLUB 
 
 

Bradshaw Cricket Club was born in 1923. 
 

 
 

The Club was formed during a meeting at the Bradshaw 
Tavern, the pub that still overlooks the ground today. 
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FIRST YEAR… 
FIRST PIECE OF 

SILVERWARE 
 
 
 

1923 – COLLINSON CUP VICTORY 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Not only did 1923 see the formation of the Club. 
 

It also witnessed Bradshaw’s first taste of trophy 
success, with the Club bagging the Collinson Cup.  
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LOCAL  
COMBAT 

 

1926 – HALIFAX ASSOCIATION LEAGUE 
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CAN YOU  
NAME THE TROPHY? 

 

1930s CUP TRIUMPH 
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WARTIME  
HEROES 

 

1940 – TEAM PHOTO 
 

 
 

 
 


