other sources relating to the

history
details. Contact Dr Davies on 01484 472405 or via p.j.davies@hud.ac.uk if you have any more information
or images for the Project archive. This week the spotlight falls on Brighouse . . .

ALTHOUGH it i= generally recopnised
that the curremt Brighouse Crickelr Club
came into being in 1873, this dive setualls
marks the vear in which the club was re
formed and moved 1o the ground at Clifon
Road.

In fact, cricket hod been plaved m the
town for many yeéoars béfore 1873, During
this time matches were ¢ oimmonly played
on o ground behind the Parigh Church and
the sport was [ostered by number of
infleentiul local gentlemen including C
Jessop Esq, J. Milnes and 1, Grinerod who
formed 2 club  called  Brighouss
Alexandr

The club was re-formed in 1873 when
the old Brighouse Alexandra Cricket Club
amalgamated with the Brighouse Working
Men's Institute

The result was that Brighouse New
Alexandra CC (ler Brighouse CC) was
born, and the new club renled a new
Hnﬂ.lnd. which wus siuated In a conven-
lent location behind the Working Men's
Institute's clubhouse

Clifton Road wis (0 become the home
of Brighouse cricket until the beginning of
Ihe twenty-first - century, Tt was rented
from Messrs LB, Supdens, and was liter
re-laid ‘for cricketing purposes’. The firs
maich was played on 30 May [873.

The club's first T||u!|:<.'\.|u|:|,|| Wiks
William Shotton from Lascelles Hall. He
was engaged in 1876, 11 vears ofter the

first of his two first-closs appearances for
Yorkshire,

His association with Brighouse mreved
to ‘be long and soccessful, He played 12
scasons for the club ax both professional
and wmater, scoring 3001 runs and k-
ing 318 wickets

Derby mniches with Hasrick were
dlwiays keenly fought affaim, especiully in
the | 8T0s. The first 2nd X1 encounter took
place In 1873,

In 1893, Brighouse became founder
members of the West Riding League,
which was recognised by Athletic Nows as
the chiel orgumisation of its kind in the
colinty

In the last summer of peace before the
Cireat War, Brighouse CC hosted a special
workshops competition, with local works
leams Nghting it oot for supremacy on the
pitch

Teammis like Turmer & Wainwrights, Mill
Rovd Mills, Beacon |J}'|.‘.'|.L|.lr1-c\ and Co-op
Recorators ook part in the special tourna-
metl

The Brighouse club’s fimt LT T ST
coessos i both league and cup competi
tions came in 1918 when the Yorkshire
Cotncil Championship and the Halifx
Panish Cop were both claimed

In the 1930s women's crickel was all
the rge in Brighowse and surrounding
towns. The Brighouse & Elland Echo fea-
tured advers for games, match reports afd

action ["hl o km s pages and Mona
Gircenwood, who went on to play oy
England, became the pin-up girl of local
ericket

In winter 1958 Brighouse pulled off a
major coup by signing Frank Lowson, the
former Test batsman who hod been
relessed by Yorks<hine

Lowson, who scored 153,321 runs in his
nie=year carcer with Yorkshire, had an
immediate impact, Tn his first season
Brighouse won the Bradlord League
Prvasion 2 title and the Waddilove Cup

After the initinl success which had
camme with signing Frank Lowson, the |5t
Al strode ot with confidence 10 begin the
1960 season

The Yorkshire Colt David Pickles, who
had begun his cureer down the road at
Sowerhy Bridge, had joined the club 1o
strengthen the bowling anack

By September (hat confidence had
turned to euphorid as, for the first tiine
since 1932, the Bmdford League ditle
came to Clifton Road. The tcam o
dchieved the remarkable feat of ending the
senson undefented

I the 1970s, [980s and 19905 the cluh
hagged a hondful of Division 2 tides, and
4 few individual butting awards into the
Pargain

Brighouse eventunlly sold their ground
to Tesco and left Chifton Road 8t the end
of the 2007 season

Club with a proud past
- an an exciting future
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Brighouse scrapbook : Clifton Road, league champions and a match programme
Brighouse Cricket Club
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