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Focus on - Copley

nded 1880} had a
United C. e ol tly
C.', who were apparen
in 1864,

Today, the framed memarabilia in
the pavillon bar at Copley Lane
erz'[;]mjsu the history of the club,
Including team photos from the early

century ("West Vale Baptist
League Champlons 1501", ‘Akroydon
and Dstrict League Winners 1902...),
- A niew pavilion was bullt in 1909 at *
a cost of £60 and replaced 1h 1969,
w was bought from Bentleys
¥ Brewery for £200 in 1920,

Puring the Second World War, the
army used Copley's ground for thelr
own cricket fixtures,

Locals remember the day in 1947
when Ihl:*mﬂ.lﬂr Em:ilciﬁ1 burst its banks,

Club stalwart Tom 'hozpe expluins:
“The E:guml used 1o et maeﬂ and
then the whole of the village. The
water Just used to seop through the
whale place. On one oomsion some of
our wooden benches were tansparted
by the torrents onto the matn road.”

Today, the venue is safe from flood
alerts. Mounds I:iili't I:luiil;;li‘rt around
the ground - and the vi = to slop
the spread of water, and Yorkshire
Water has made strateglc adjustments
to the water flow. '

In 1952 Copley scooped the Farish
Cup for the first time, van
Booth in the final. For ITEASLITE
they atso claimed the Division One
title n the same summes

tis that Copley Cricket
ot

The club continued to stack up the
silyerware in the 19605 and 1970s and
thin started to dominate the local
cricket scene In the early 21st contury.

Copley Lane Is a regular venue for
showpiece Hallfax League events and
is always packed to the mifers on such
oocasions.

It s & scenic and atmosphierkc crick-
et ground, Jocated in the shadow of
Copley Viaduct,

Legend has it that once upon a
time, when passing trains left douds
of black smoke in their wake, umplres
didd nat hesitate 1o ke the players off
the field for a breather.

In 2005 the club celebrated fts
125th anniversary, and Lancashire
coach Mike Watkinson
spoke at their special dinner.

£

Bienme Fact Ornily one bakeman has aver
cleaned the viaduct with & big hit = and he
pleved lof Blackisy!




