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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
HALIFAX CC 
 
The Early Years 

 

BROAD CHURCH 
 

1894 - ORIGINS   
 

The future Mytholmroyd Methodists C.C. was formed 
as Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School C.C. - a 
section of the local Sunday School.  
 

 
 

They played on a ground at Bent and had two teams. 
Some of the opponents in this first year included Cragg 
Vale United, Booth, Salem, Lumbutts, Todmorden 
Church, Norland, Roomfield Baptists, Elland 
Wesleyans.  
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An early match from the 1894 season 
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Today, a Club spokesman explains: 
 
 

In the early days, the connection with the church 
was very strong - all the players used to be 
regular chapel-goers. Now, however, the link is 
weaker, but a lot of people from the church still 
come to watch and help out in the tea room. 

 

 
John Wesley, founder of Methodism 
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SO CLOSE! 
 

1895 - HEBDEN BRIDGE LEAGUE   
 

Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School C.C. joined the 
Hebden Bridge League in 1895, losing to Mytholmroyd 
C.C. in the semi-final play-off. 
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WANDERING 
NOMADS 

 

GROUND MOVES  
 

Mytholmroyd Methodists played at Scout Road 
continuously once they had settled at the ground. 
 
 

 
 
 

However, when the Club was first formed in 1894 it did 
not have a ground and early fixture cards show that it 
played at several different venues, including: 
 

1894-95; 1897-1901; 1906-07; 1909 onwards - 
White House Holme (Scout Road)  
 

 
1896 - Redacre, Mytholmroyd, where the sewage 
works were later built 
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1894 (occasionally) - New House, a field adjacent to 
Mssrs Thornber Bros. 
 

1895 - Buckley (occasionally) 
 

1902, 1908 - Bent 
 

1904-05 - Banksfield, on the hilltops above Hall 
Bank Lane.    
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VINTAGE SUMMER 
 

1910 - 2nd XI CHAMPIONS   
 

After finishing top of the Hebden Bridge League table, 
the 1st XI were runners-up to Birchcliffe in the play-
offs. Meantime, the 2nd XI scooped their  championship 
title. 
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A team photograph from 1910
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THAT WINNING 
FEELING 

 

1911 - 2nd XI CHAMPIONS AGAIN     
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REST IN PEACE 
 

1914/18 – GREAT WAR   
 

Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School C.C. kept on 
playing during the war, but only one team could be 
raised.  
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WESLEYANS AND 
WESLEYANS – NECK 

AND NECK! 
 
 

1916 – HEBDEN BRIDGE LEAGUE 
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PRIDE OF  
THE CLUB 

 
 

1920s/30s – CAN YOU HELP US?   
 
 

 
A trophy-winning team from the 1930s. But what is 

the year and what is the trophy? 
 

Note the presence of the local Methodist minister (we 
assume) on the back row, far left. 
 
But who do you think the other two individuals in suits 
are? 
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NEW MONIKER 
 

1933/4 - NAME CHANGE   
 

Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School C.C. evolved 
into Mytholmroyd Methodists Sunday School C.C. in 
1933. 
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WARTIME SWITCH 
 

1941 - HALIFAX AMATEUR LEAGUE   
 

Mytholmroyd Wesleyans joined the Halifax and District 
Amateur League when the Hebden Bridge League was 
suspended due to the war.    

 
 


