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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
KING CROSS CC 
 
The Early Years 

 

METHODIST HERITAGE 
 

ORIGINS 
 

Like many clubs that began life during the second half of 
the nineteenth century, King Cross are strongly linked to 
a religious organisation. In 1878 the Young Men’s Class 
at King Cross Wesleyan School started a cricket team 
which played its early matches on Savile Park Moor.  
 

 
John Wesley 

 
According to the Yorkshire Evening Post in the 1930s, 
this club was known as King Cross Wesleyan C.C. But 
when a new ground was rented at West View, the Club 
was re-formed as King Cross Cricket Club.  
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Photo taken at West View, 1882 
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FAMILY AFFAIR 
 

1880s/1890s - TIME OF PROGRESS 
 

The birth of the new club coincided with the involvement 
of two families who would become synonymous with 
King Cross Cricket Club during its first 50 years.  
 

 

The Ramsdens today 
 

The Alderman A. Ramsden was a joint president of the 
Club in 1883 and his family were pivotal as King Cross 
C.C. proceeded to grow rapidly. The legacy of their 
greatest contribution remains today - as the current King 
Cross ground was acquired and levelled with their 
considerable help and still bears the family name. 
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1891 inspectors’ report on the West View ground 

 
Alongside the generosity of the Ramsdens ran the zeal 
of the Clarkson family. Their involvement stimulated 
great interest in the Club and, as the Yorkshire Evening 
Post recounted in 1931, ‘in 1883, when James 
Clarkson along with a few influential persons from 
West View, joined the club, things began to hum and 
real progress was made.’  
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The Clarkson family 

 
 
 

 

This is what the Club owned in the 1890s 
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SILVERWARE JOY 
 

1896 - HALIFAX PARISH CUP WON FOR FIRST TIME. 
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HALIFAX VANQUISHED 
 

1898 - PARISH CUP WINNERS 
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REAL AMBITION 
 

1900s - BIG MOVES 
 

In 1900 the Club moved to Upper Kingston – and in 
1905 joined the Yorkshire Council, a prestigious county-
wide cricket competition.  
 

 

King Cross cricketers c.1900
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BRICKS AND MORTAR 
 

1908 – CLUBHOUSE BUILT 
 

In 1908 a clubhouse was built at a cost of £300. 
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KINGS OF KING CROSS 
 

1911 – TEAM PHOTOS 
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RAILWAYS & REFUNDS 
 

1916 - PARISH CUP WINNERS 
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INTO THE BLACK 
 

1921 – FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

A second bowling green was laid in 1921 at a cost of 
£400. The Club was left in some financial trouble – with 
an overall deficit of £300 16s 1d.  

 
 

It was hoped that members would help rectify this by 
attending the programme of lectures, whist drives and 
‘smokers’ that was planned for the winter months. 
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PRIDE OF THE CLUB 
 

1920s – TEAM PHOTOS 
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NICE HALF-CENTURY! 
 

1928 – SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
The Club held a Jubilee Bazaar to celebrate their 50th 
anniversary in 1928. They also staged concerts on four 
separate nights to raise money for a new tea pavilion.  
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NUMBERS GAME 
 

1933 – NEW SCOREBOX 
 

A new scorebox, dedicated to Mr James Clarkson, was 
opened in 1933. 
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FOUNDING FATHERS 
 

1935 – NEW COMPETITION 
 

In 1935 King Cross became founder members of the 
Yorkshire League. 

 

  
 

 
 

 



Page 18 of 21 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

And this group of players represented the Club in the 
Yorkshire Cricket League in 1936. 
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BEST OF ENEMIES! 
 

1937 – HEYDAY OF LOCAL DERBY v HALIFAX 
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RIDING HIGH! 
 

1938 – EARLY-SEASON FORM 
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UP FOR THE CUP! 
 

1940 - PARISH CUP WINNERS AGAIN 
 

 

 


