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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
LIGHTCLIFFE CC 
 
The Later Years 

 

THE NAME OF THE GAME 
 
 

1947 – INJURY NIGHTMARE 
 
The Club received an early setback at the start of the 
1947 season. In the off- season, leading player and 
future captain Herbert Aspinall had been injured playing 
football!  
 
This temporary setback was viewed with great 
seriousness, and received a special mention in the Club 
minutes.   
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WOMEN ON TOP! 
 

1947/8 – MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
 
In 1947 women at Lightcliffe would have been very 
pleased to hear the news that in the following season, 
1948, they would be accepted as full playing members at 
the Club.  

 

 
 
However, they would not have been pleased to hear 
that they would have to pay the same joining fee as 
an ordinary member. Equality came at a price! 
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AGAINST THE 
ELEMENTS 

 

1950 – PRIESTLEY CUP WIN 
 
The Priestley Cup final of 1950 was affected adversely 
by the elements. The Telegraph and Argus recorded: 
‘After an appeal for bad light by the Lightcliffe batsman 
had succeeded…a thunderstorm sent spectators 
scurrying for shelter.’ 
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However, despite the bad weather, Lightcliffe went on 
to victory, beating East Bierley by 5 wickets. 

 

 

The Lord Mayor of Bradford presents the trophy 
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CHIMES OF 
SUCCESS 

 

1950 – BELL TROPHY 
 

 
 

If winning the Bell Trophy was not good enough for 
Lightcliffe, then meeting the man himself was even 
better! Doctor Bell presented the Bell Trophy to Herbert 
Aspinall after the Club’s success. 
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HARTLEY BOWLED 
OVER! 

 
1952 – 10-WICKET HAUL 

 
 

 
 

In 1952 Albert Hartley recorded a feat that most 
cricketers can only dream of. He took all 10 wickets in an 
innings - and was awarded a mounted cricket ball to  

  celebrate the event.  
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SILVERWARE JOY! 
 

1955 - PRIESTLEY CUP HEROES 
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HAVE I GOT NEWS 
FOR YOU! 

 
1966 – ASPINALL HONOURS CLUB 

 
 

Bradford League cricket has always had a high profile 
throughout Yorkshire and beyond. In September 1966 
The Bradford Bystander ran an article which focused on 
the history of Lightcliffe Cricket Club. Team member 
Herbert Aspinall - captain of the team from 1949 to 1966 
– penned the piece.  

 

  
 

The article traced the Club’s journey through the 
leagues before they became members of the Bradford 
League. It also featured the many prominent people 
who have been involved in the club. The article reflects 
the longstanding interest in the history and heritage of 
prominent local cricket clubs such as Lightcliffe. 
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SHIELD THY GLORY 
 

1968 – LIGHTCLIFFE WIN 
 

The swinging sixties proved successful for Lightcliffe. As 
well as winning the Priestley Cup in 1964 a number of 
players won Bradford League individual trophies.  
 

 

The 1968 Priestley Shield-winning team 
 

B.J. Whiteman won the Fastest Fifty Trophy in 1967 and 
the League Bowling trophy in 1966, while D. Garside 
scooped the Wicket-keeping Trophy in 1965. Even more 
success was enjoyed by the 2nd XI, who became Division 
1 champions in 1967, 1968 and 1970 and who netted the 
Preistley Shield in 1968. 
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FEARS FOR THE 
FUTURE 

 

1974 – GROUND NEGOTIATIONS 
 

Uncertain times loomed for Lightcliffe in 1974. As one 
newspaper put it: ‘The club celebrate their centenary 
next year and are approaching a vital stage in their 
history. The lease on the ground ends in February 
1977, which means that 1976 would be their last 
season unless they can negotiate a new lease or 
arrange to purchase the ground.’ However, all fears 
were laid to rest when Lightcliffe successfully reached 
agreement over the Wakefield Road venue. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

1975 – 100 YEARS OLD 
 

1975 was a year to remember for Lightcliffe as the Club 
celebrated its centenary.  
 

   

The 1975 team 
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PERFECT 10! 
 

1977 – AMAZING FEAT 
 

Lightcliffe star Vijay Modgill took all 10 wickets against 
Eccleshill in 1977! Herbert Aspinall had achieved the 
same feat in 1952.  
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COPS AND ROBBERS  
  

1990 – CLUB BURGLARY 
 

Lightcliffe members were in for a shock when they 
discovered that their pavilion had been broken into in 1990 

(on a Sunday evening or early Monday morning). The 
home dressing room door had been forced open to gain 

entry.  
 

However, players and friends of the Club were relieved to 
discover that, apart from this, the only thing that was stolen 

from the pavilion were sweets and pop drinks! 
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MY FAIR LADIES 
 

1990 – FASHION SHOW 
 

A fashion show was put on by the women of the Club in 
1990 - and was a huge success. Not only was a lot of fun 
had by all, but the event also managed to raise an 
impressive £350! 
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CHAMPIONS! 
 

1995 – TEAM PHOTO 
 
This team photo from 1995 shows a proud second eleven 
team who are have just won the division two 
championships. 
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FIRST CLASS FIRST 
TEAMERS! 

 

2001 – STAR MEN 
 
Lightcliffe players pose after yet another success. This 
time it is the 1st XI, Division 2 Champions in 2001. 
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TO BE OR NOT TO 
BE… 

 
2002 – PAVILION EXTENSION  

 

The future of the Club hung in the balance in 2002 when a 
‘Pavilion Extension’ plan was discussed. 
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. 

 

The diagram below shows the proposed extension to the 
pavilion that the Club was considering. 
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LOOKING GOOD! 
 

2002 – MATCHDAY PUBLICATION 
 

Lightcliffe produce a professional-looking programme for 
all 1st XI fixtures in the Bradford League. 
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BRIGHT AND 
BEAUTIFUL 

 

CLUB TODAY 
 

Across the Bradford League there are urban landscapes 
aplenty. Lightcliffe bucks the trend. It is one of the rural 
outposts of the League.  
 

 
 


