A sport that's
at the heart
of community

Success on field and off at Mytholmroyd Cricket Club

Peter Davies of Huddersfield University has spent much of the last three years discovering more about
local cricket clubs in the Calderdale and Kirklees areas, recently co-authoring a three-volume book,' |80
Mot 'Qut’, which features a fascinating selection of memorabilia from all the upper Calder Valley clubs. In
the first of an occasional series looking ac the clubs and their vital links with community, he twrns his eye

on Mytholmroyd Cricket Club

HE origins of
Mytholmroyd C.C.
remain uncertain.
However, by 1894 the
club had two teams,
one of which played in
the Calder Valley

League.

Dhiring the 1805 semon the
15t X1 were joined by local rivals
Mytholmroyd Weslevan Sundxy
School C.C. in the Hebden
Hrdge !.l:tﬁ:]e.

Around the mrn of the cenury
wi  oome atros the Sowerby
Diwision League, Tt looks like
Mytholmaroyd also entered s team
vt iy competiton

The club joined the Halifux
Parnh Cup compettion i 1886
wnd were included in &
inspection murvey carried outr by
the suthorithes,

By 1914 Mytholmroyd had
joined the Halifax & District
Leagise aisd that year waw the lat
Xl crowned champlons for the
firnt time.

The presentation of the wophy
wan followed by & sodial evening ot
which the ‘cup was [lled with &
pelatable bevernge end the yocoo
of the club was drank all roand ®

Just wfter the Great War,
Mythalmiroyd joined the Halilax
Parish e The Let X1 won the
Halifax Cug for the second time in
1923 and retmined the wophy the

Mytholmroyd success on the fiskd...the 2005 Parish Cup winning side

club i hoping to have the finest
wicket in the leagiase. There hawe
beens m fiow renovations made dus-
ing the close seswon, nduding »

followeng season

In 1939 the club merpassed the
all-round ccess of (o yeam oar-
Lier. As well pa Baoth Iet X1
snd 2od X1 Halifsx Crocket
League tithes, the Parih Cup wm
sho cleimed after the final aguinm
Triangle at King Cross.

On 25 Apedl 1932 the Hebden
Bri Times and Gazetie repors-
ed: "Ar Mytholmroyd the Beld is in
fine condion and once agiin the

new  alght-board. Extenaive
improvements have bren made 10
CofmreRtbees.

In the same year, on 3
Mevember, L.H. Parker, club sec-
resary, snnoumnced st the AGM: To
all former playen li  would

appear that o cease playing mesm

~and off it, a community barbecue in 2004, with the cub'’s new pavilion, opened in 2000, in the back-
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o end &l swsooaton with the
cinb. Burcly this in wrong. These
wte the men we look wn for futere
guidance on commminees wnd o
give ndvice o the young aricketer.'

Sunday sport wan & coneitioun
iaswe i the late 19908, Sowertwy
Borid District  Council had
dhrﬁﬂnlh mfused to open i
howling greens for Sunday use, yer
leisure wan beginning to encroach
the Sabbarh.

The Halifax League was one of
the frst Pocal competitions to
experiment with Sunday play and
it was Ao

Ar the Mythalmreeyd C.C. AGM
At the White Hart Hotel,
Mythokmroyd, on Mondey 28
October 1957, secretary N.D
Turner commented: ‘Durmg the
Euu semiof Sunday cricher has

introwbucesd and the new ven
mare has made =  substantisl
increor in the club’s income.'

Mytholmrond's bagnmzee
enjoved thermelves in the summmer
of 1957, They wrack 294 all our

t Bariisland and fllowsd
that with 291 all ow agsinm
Bonth.

A new clubbouse wrrived in
2000 - an eveny that acted = &
spur fior many other improvement
und developmenin

In 2002 the club orgunised a
special trip to wazch Yorkshire play
in the C&G trophy final ai Losds
It proved s succesaful day s the
mnz:ldt defrated Somerset by
& wickon

And in 2005 Mytholmroyd
sooaped the Parish Cup - 5 mem-
¢ schirvement




