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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
NORTHOWRAM FIELDS CC 
 
The Later Years 

 

RESURRECTION! 

 
 

1948 – CLUB RE-FORMED  
 
 
The cricket club that played at Westercroft Lane before 
the War re-formed in 1948 – but instead of being known 
as Northowram Parish Church C.C. or St. Matthew’s 
C.C., the new club came to be known simply as 
Northowram C.C.. 
 

 
New club, same ground
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THE 14 COMMANDMENTS 

 
 

1949 – CLUB RULES 
 

Like all new organisations, Northowram Cricket Club 
marked its birth with a set of rules. Some of the points 
were more significant than others. 
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Note in particular: 
 

 The aim to provide ‘facilities’ for the ‘men and 
youths’ of the village (and no mention of women). 

 
 The emphasis on good, disciplined behaviour 
(reflective of the immediate post-war period?). 

 
 The fact that the details of the Club AGM had to be  
publicised in the windows of at least three local 
shops (implying that most players lived and 
shopped in the village). 
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UP FOR THE CUP! BUT 
WHICH CUP EXACTLY? 

 
 
 
 

1950 – TEAM PHOTO 
 
 

 
 

Can you help us identify the trophy that the skipper is 
showing off? 
 
And how many players’ faces do you recognise? And 
who are the two guys in suits? 
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‘I TRUST THAT YOU WILL 
MAKE IT CONVENIENT TO 

BE PRESENT’ 

 

1957 - CLUB GATHERING 
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SUBS, SCRAP, AND 
SUNDRY EXPENSES 

 

1957 –  CLUB BALANCE SHEET 
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NEW FACILITY 

 
 

1959 – PAVILION BUILT 
 

 
 

The original pavilion at Westercroft Lane was built in 
1959.  

 
A special photograph of the pavilion was taken in 1989 
to celebrate its 30th year – and this now hangs in the 
clubhouse today. 
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COAL,  
COLLECTIONS & 

CHRISTMAS CHEER 

 

1960 – STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
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GIVE ME FIVE! 

 

1980 – COMPETITION WINNERS 
 

In 1980 Northowram scooped the Sam Catton Trophy – 
a new five-a-side tournament organised by the Bradford 
Central League. 
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MASTER BLASTER 

 

1988 – AMAZING BATTING FEATS 
 

Batsman P. Crossland appeared to personify the rising 
status and ambition of Fields C.C. – the Bradford club 
that Northowram C.C. would eventually merge with. In 
1988 he smashed almost 1,000 runs in the Bradford 
Central League. 
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BLAZE HORROR 

 

1990 – CLUBHOUSE FIRE 
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FIELDS OF GOLD 

 

1990s – CENTRAL LEAGUE SUCCESS 
 

Throughout the 1990s Fields C.C. bagged their fair 
share of Bradford Central League silverware. 
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2 BECOMES 1 

 

1997 - MERGER 
 

In 1997 Northowram C.C. merged with Fields C.C. 
(originally Field Son & Co.), a club based in the early 
days around a Lidget Green printing company (and who 
up till that point had been playing their home games at 
Bradford Park Avenue). 
 

    
                       Bradford Park Avenue 

 

Both clubs had been competing in the Bradford Central 
Cricket League up until this point. 

 
Common sense dictated that ‘Northowram’ add ‘Fields’ 
to their official title, and this is what happened. Hence 
the birth of Northowram Fields C.C.. 
 
Club spokesman Peter Atkinson says the merger has 
been a success: 'Fields lost their ground when 
Yorkshire CCC installed their Academy at Bradford 
Park Avenue. At the time, we at Northowram were 
struggling, and in very quick time merger was 
agreed. The new “joint” side has progressed 
through the Bradford Central League, and we're 
now thriving in the Central Yorkshire League.'  
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A NICE 
HALF-CENTURY! 

 

1998 – BIG ANNIVERSARY 
 
In 1998 a special match was staged to celebrate the 
Club’s 50th birthday. 
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DOUBLE DOUBLE! 
 
 

1999/2000 – CENTRAL YORKSHIRE LEAGUE SWITCH 
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In 1999 Northowram Fields, competing in the Bradford 
Central League, won the 1st XI Division 1 and 2nd XI 
Division 1 titles.  
 
 

The ambition of the new merged club heralded a move 
into the Central Yorkshire League for the 2000 season – 
and the Club currently resides in this League. 
 

 
 

And in their first season, Millennium Year, the 1st XI 
scooped the Central Yorkshire League Division 2 title, 
while the 2nd XI netted the Division 4 Championship. 
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BLACK BEAUTY 

 

2001 – NEW SCOREBOX 
 
 

 
 

The Club’s impressive scorebox was erected in 2001. 
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BRIGHT FUTURE 
 

2005 – CLUB TODAY 
 

  

 


