History of Calderdale & Kirklees

NORTHOWRAM HEDGE TOP CC

The Early Years

WESLEYAN
HERITAGE

1919 - FORMATION OF CLUB

Northowram Hedge Top C.C. were originally known as
Northowram Wesleyans C.C. — and, as the name implies,
were linked to the local Methodist church.

John Wesley,

founder of Methodism

Northowram Wesleyans C.C. was founded in the summer
of 1919, only months after the end of the Great War.

The Club played their fair share of friendly matches, but
(from 1920) also competed in the Halifax & District
Nonconformist League which existed from 1908 to 1939.
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One year they reached the final of the Nonconformist
League’s Mackintosh Cup — and actually beat Pellon
Baptists in the final.

They played their home games in a farmer’s field north of
Heywood Chapel and close to Upper Lane. They
eventually moved to what would become their permanent
home (Hedge Top Lane) around 1926.
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RENAISSANCE TIME!

1926 — RE-FORMATION OF CLUB
As far as can be ascertained from newspaper reports,
there followed a period of apparent inactivity.

The Club was then re-formed in 1926 — the year of the
General Strike.

1926 strikers

Having relocated to its current site at Hedge Top Lane,
Immediately adjacent to the premises occupied by the
Northowram Parish Church Club, it was accepted into the
Halifax & District Amateur League.

Indeed, it is interesting to note that in 1926 clubs
representing Heywood Church and Northowram Parish
Church both competed in the 1st Division of the Halifax &
District Amateur League, while the Wesleyans were in the
3rd Division.
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METHODIST MERGER

1937 — NORTHOWRAM METHODISTS

The Club's first name-change occurred in the mid-1930s
when the Wesleyan and Ebenezer churches merged, and
‘Methodists’ became the generally adopted title.

Thus, in 1937 we encounter the Club playing as
Northowram Methodists in the Halifax & District Amateur
League, 2" Division.

We should also note that Northowram Parish Church
C.C. were playing in the same the same league.
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LOCAL COMBAT

1945 — AMATEUR & RED TRIANGLE LEAGUES

In 1945 — as the Second World War drew to a close -
Northowram  Methodists (below abbreviated to

Northowram) were competing in the Halifax & District
Amateur League...
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...and also the Red Triangle League, a local evening
cricket competition.
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STAR PAIR!

1945 — REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

The Club also supplied two players for a special
representative match that was staged in 1945 — Messrs
Birch and Dalton.
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