History of Calderdale & Kirklees

OLD TOWN CC

The Early Years

Life on the £farm
1885 — BIRTH OF CLUB

Old Town CC was formed in 1885, although it
temporarily disbanded between 1891 and 1894.

Originally, it played its home games at Middle Nook
Farm on the far eastern fringes of the village. In time,
the farm became the site of a house called 'Stalheim’,
now known as 'Burnside’.

In the early days, Old Town elevens competed in the
Calder Valley League and the Hebden Bridge
League, and in 1895 five members of the local
Greenwood family turned out for the first team.

Page 1 of 6
www.ckcricketheritage .org.uk




Calder Kings!

1906 — ROOMFIELD DEFEATED

(L} m'“ |
oI, i : wl }
i&.‘.?i?. ‘#ul'
.1y 8
o ot St
s & B
{ 1 l o By
: 3 i ' CALDER VALLEY LEAGUE, e
2. F K ] [ P 1 I..
B FINAL GAME, 08
8 & 0 . . .+ 0]
EH O

OLU TOWN v ROOMFIELD,

DDMOR- | py the ground ol Mytholnioyd Wes
E"ﬂ?“ hyﬁﬁnlflht:r ny, Boored |

Vlewing | o . purie TR TN g | 9Ll TOWN WIN TR nmr.ilrmimnrn itk A% j::!ﬂﬂ[![
“&m‘k :_ ‘p“ur:fmm ¢ T, |_|:‘5.-¢.wi.1.._-1- b Buialltfs . J.E OF YHH CALDER VALLEY LIAQUE, E‘:“‘g:lgu:tﬂﬂl Liave
x  dEllinr e gul g L R ity Town. and Muns.;!rd B-iunl din, i of [T
e, 2 Oreonwood sy o alinvan b Gretwec In the fnal for the Cobder ¥, Toh sean In' i
E]m ﬁu-u E niry,
won - by T, Gosenwied jun, o StaunBold b Crowiher 8 Akl e 1.1;,.:&‘“,. the Myl qugh: foativnl ma n;;;tm !qrﬂ:.‘iw' eh
% ﬂﬁ b Greonwiod e wen i W Iq'n i yrouted, nod helny favouted with nlain| -will take
VO, — « B, Grosuwoed b Bulolife = B | wpafhir e, v o fals uiasler aff sppotators, | In akx s fantd 8 imem
d Llipds A K I:' b Greanwiogd ., < L BLl i biad their fallowing of |u of \wandy bkido,'| ing 480
oy mal | M, Moas b Butalitfe i e g uatssiunally mude Hiske oot wis, | present bage al of ]
J. E{F—:‘n Moedham b Boiollfe ; i % & no fawar t m...m nadEvicdual o
the | J. W, Dadkwnrth ned oy ' A / e ol he | Pri%2e Offamil odmend
T T Tustul o I4) Fa Imt‘uuu tn formse L for tha elwdn Perr R ;ﬁlj"-
UGl | Pl of ekl ' ey Yop eluba i il 0 A Ml o i e Mo B LT
e e T D 2 Anal walchs dagide (o Aol e, Bl thin | Fpd MO Esrigy And Hop
s ER cwstons wag L e i The 4
; MO OSE o4 B0 M 0T B o Y o iompating, '
- ! ot fizet slon, thad ]
:ﬂ”{irr Binifgld, Ol Tokin, ai ericke Jul S i) Lardly | and fbﬁﬂ“ﬂ?‘m an ﬁ |
i ¥y G B Howsrih b Eareliw - 4 [ T T mmlnﬁw bmndnd, tie Hah e —im ﬂm woond  divislog
iwni'm- [ Crowtivar b Eoraluw < 0| Bl weetinng uf the Lo . iy nmﬂiﬁ renotlaod wall and mann o g
poptims | 0. H. Gisnetield b Resshaw “ap | oo ithe Tubmardun seother, sud] i i | e ed wel Th 1
i thy H Win Iﬂl I Uudgar L Iiﬂ::h Il lwt n kol aroiiylot] the sesgok, | * e of  Thopls," ‘nnd
Bliraad A M all b Mimn 'e = 1 THis fn sivawwiing FARATHAL] temn podiird, wo B oumna kit ok "El-bf%" £
he bunt | & B Howarl b Feather o ol B T e e Leagdd. - Tu go | lowing, Habden Bel i
in, bhus | & Ordwiher o Toplor b Pasther ., | g Herougl Ui Lenus flxbims  unbhsben i nw e 0 conoarl o e
. E, futglifty o 'I.?.;{. dresniwood b Foather o ardizary wibovenwnl Lnowaw Inabfod & ztmen, -k [
ﬁ. Johtiosd B Qudgur LU R . | i af e cliaoipions.  Ag Uiy ﬂmnm i U'I‘IJJElI.'H 1
- Noudbam b Pasthing ¢ E HRIelagly, it waa inspussibly to dram camnpagl- | run ?" }- |
Y, Oreanwaad nae ol T E] wung Uiore,  Buih s WETL b mﬁq-. lefler 5 b fi
Extius 4 ., wigl, LR e k. Ol Tawn find ta bother avecafm | KALer hate will bo o falrdy (a
UATEH | Will of wivkelp i - Hii AP s b wlih 27 Folnte, hosiog playgd | nupperes | fnm St 'Hr
|rs Tas b O T B T T S T B 10 A4 gl At wou 1) wheveal i onab | lonstal). i
Wi =i I OR R o 83 an P a5 of 1 prioes - Had "ﬁn B aog 5] i ' pidn b Hurhil pealy o IR IOn. are gol
| EeRld, Boimtidit ol T i On B éther hisid anmfield had e expert- | ogn gl ta of tha A
i "E!f] wiing: T, "":ﬂ'*huf;' aﬂ-ahx. cnos ol |le fnel: beng runness. yoar, | #esroaty .‘i'.'f.m wlsieh ooyuld be 1
ATIVE lu.r-Jam..u ll-IJ_r‘J' %mmml s -!-.hE T | e s Ly hniw tha  ppinkon -3 gfu Will 5ol hitve sevarsl repseesdats
Galder ;jl'du-*--"f'lﬂ-*- A i rmte B | uberal e ot Wricgn 1L wns v Unegr tamm | ©RBer oumpstilom tr [istesam,
| G Muhe G-0211, 4. Fuilber 2874, Gudgor te win, Afd it was Did Town'y foienlion. io ASpofinl Mk pleems Bve bl
el L2 aliverh Liwt mosisenl” upcdai  (f o)

Al possible, | veersiem from Bi henlams warks, |
N . o | Maither Ole Town nor Hoomfleld bad ever | clib Hawdn, Ta At Ohderin,
el poar - HALTPAX & DISTRIOT LEAGUR. * | won the £l » the 'pisce for thee ohempionahip

j —:—:--I- | ﬂnltti J_nbenj.:ﬂ In h-irl-u] nmI:llm
Tu turn by s garig, Glg T hgt. | compolition for sonoartys baneds
FoL, TN L b, p [ bt 2, Wik oo B | SR i hia dnoliont wd
vm kb | Sowerty Hridge. ..., 8 M2 § ¢ m :ﬂ_] u;?umil&?;ﬁ:' !&Efunm ol ;;E: a:un.ir::_l AT e '
Flay | Trign Ay mon 4 ] ob Ued othee haxd r."mnthq-.‘h e (| Thin masned ponesrt will ffnela
b"‘l?' lllingworth 51, Flary's oo § -] ! YA ] and nntional selectiode, pnd
I“roh-;;.: Cliftan el FIER o 18 8 5 3 i o aneinlod by Carmen F.I]'l'rl.. & ohil
o | Dvendan B | T . Tardor
BYitk gﬂmm-.ﬂi % 8 7 [ e ' m.l
ddadal | T : BOOT BA ¥
4 Ellsad E B M 5 'r ¥ mmuﬂw ) ge 7 l
LL Boalh, . ; A R SR T I ol H g B
Elaod T radesmpn o4 1 B 1"
Mytholmroyd |, w1 ae g
b Han fea

AL TN W waipd, s ) Fr '
s e R T RO B
iy ertrmn o | B 5 LB R R b
ek | POOR  SFAISELD A B scome: | A WAL gl on guh sl oyl | Seee oty vl sy
[ stome alood al 5B, u'ﬁ dn-uj,ii CLEGH'E DRAP
el

whary L B T ] wversgd of nlng runk; (B m g, m-{ﬁp M
y i al]
Ladies' ‘and mumﬂm

all . ., ..m
Hhoem | F T b n.'lf i A | double abangs in fiw B mark
aaut WEHEY ﬁxfrﬁaﬂ R e R qﬂu:j,ﬁl&.nou‘gmﬂ. %% LA for
their L, Midg b Hall SRR ) AEven ahet: m'ﬁkmﬂn E‘E‘m

Page 2 of 6
www.ckcricketheritage .org.uk




But times were hard in 1906. In another match Old
Town came up against local rivals Cragg Vale.

After traveling to the game in a specially-hired
wagonette, the Old Town 1st XI was skittled out for a

paltry total of 11!
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‘Bleak & Isolated’

1895 — MOVE TO OLD LAITHE

In 1895, the Club moved to Old Laithe, in the Chisley
area. In Old Town Cricket Club: A Short History, this
venue is described as follows:

It was in a bleak and isolated position, 1,100 feet
above sea level, occupying one of the last flat
patches of land before the moors started. If the
"Summer Game" has an unlikely home in
England's climes, then at Old Laithe it was even
less hospitable.

The description continued:

Still, if it didn't lend itself to the cultivation of
refined skills, it was suited to the grittiness of
local cricket. Most of the clubs had small grounds
and surfaces that made good fortune an
Important deciding factor in results. Many have
fond memories of their years at Old Laithe: "the
wicket was good but you did tend to lose the ball
In the long grass."
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Too cold to play!
1896 — BIRCHCLIFFE v OLD TOWN

Old Town, playing in the second division of the
Hebden Bridge League, were the visitors when
Birchcliffe played their first match at Nell Carr on
Saturday 11 April 1896.

‘It was altogether too cold for the game, and at
that altitude the breeze was something
shocking...under the circumstances, the match
hardly lends itself to criticism,” commented the
Hebden Bridge Times.
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The players must have been thankful they were not
playing at Old Town’s ground at Old Laithe which
was several hundred feet higher!
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National Service
SECOND WORLD WAR - FIRE ALERT

During the Second World War, OIld Laithe was
requisitioned by the National Fire Service - with
compensation duly paid to the club.
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