
Page 1 of 6 
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk 

 

THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 
 

OLD TOWN CC 
 
The Early Years 
 

Life on the farm 
 

1885 – BIRTH OF CLUB   
 

Old Town CC was formed in 1885, although it 
temporarily disbanded between 1891 and 1894.  
 

Originally, it played its home games at Middle Nook 
Farm on the far eastern fringes of the village. In time, 
the farm became the site of a house called 'Stalheim', 
now known as 'Burnside'. 
 
 

 
 
 

In the early days, Old Town elevens competed in the 
Calder Valley League and the Hebden Bridge 
League, and in 1895 five members of the local 
Greenwood family turned out for the first team.  
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Calder Kings! 
 
 

1906 – ROOMFIELD DEFEATED 
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But times were hard in 1906. In another match Old 
Town came up against local rivals Cragg Vale.  
 
 
After traveling to the game in a specially-hired 
wagonette, the Old Town 1st XI was skittled out for a 
paltry total of 11! 
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‘Bleak & Isolated’ 
 

1895 – MOVE TO OLD LAITHE 
 

In 1895, the Club moved to Old Laithe, in the Chisley 
area. In Old Town Cricket Club: A Short History, this 
venue is described as follows: 
 

It was in a bleak and isolated position, 1,100 feet 
above sea level, occupying one of the last flat 
patches of land before the moors started. If the 
"Summer Game" has an unlikely home in 
England's climes, then at Old Laithe it was even 
less hospitable. 

 

 
 

The description continued: 
 

Still, if it didn't lend itself to the cultivation of 
refined skills, it was suited to the grittiness of 
local cricket. Most of the clubs had small grounds 
and surfaces that made good fortune an 
important deciding factor in results. Many have 
fond memories of their years at Old Laithe: "the 
wicket was good but you did tend to lose the ball 
in the long grass." 
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Too cold to play! 
 

1896 – BIRCHCLIFFE v OLD TOWN 
 
Old Town, playing in the second division of the 
Hebden Bridge League, were the visitors when 
Birchcliffe played their first match at Nell Carr on 
Saturday 11 April 1896.  
 
‘It was altogether too cold for the game, and at 
that altitude the breeze was something 
shocking…under the circumstances, the match 
hardly lends itself to criticism,’ commented the 
Hebden Bridge Times.  
 

 
 
The players must have been thankful they were not 
playing at Old Town’s ground at Old Laithe which 
was several hundred feet higher!  
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National Service 
 

SECOND WORLD WAR – FIRE ALERT 
 

 
 
 

During the Second World War, Old Laithe was 
requisitioned by the National Fire Service - with 
compensation duly paid to the club. 
 
 

 
 


