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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 
 

OUTLANE CC 
 
The Later Years 
 

Twelve men 
 

29 MAY 1950 – TEAM PHOTO 
 

 
 

Can you recognise any faces on this photo? Do you know 
who the suited man, sitting on the grass, is? Is he the Club 
scorer, for example? 
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Club pride 
 

1950s – TWO SETS OF STARS 
 

 
4 July 1953 

 

 
1st XI Lumb Cup Winners 8 July 1954 
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LIQUID ASSETS! 
 

1950s – OFF-FIELD DEVELOPMENTS 
 
In 1951 running water was laid on at Outlane’s ground… 
 

 
 

…and then, on 3 April 1958, the Club was able to 
purchase the ground off Websters Brewery for £100.  
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GOOD DEEDS! 
 

1958 – CONVEYANCE DOCUMENTS 
 
 

  
 

After the problems Outlane had encountered in  the 1920s 
and 1930s in trying to secure a permanent home, the 
opportunity to purchase Lindley Moor for £100 was taken in 
1958.  
The deeds include an interesting plan of the ground in its 
pre motorway days.   
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quarries and vandals 
 

1960s – CLUB MATTERS 
 

The 1960s were brimful with important and interesting 
developments: 
 
18 April 1961: 1st mention of proposed motorway. 
 
1962: Huddersfield Corporation were unable to roll the field 
owing to pressure of work!  
 
June 1964: Club officially objects to the coming of the 
motorway.  
 

 
 

1965: Ministry of Transport turns down Club's objection re. 
motorway and Club begins search for a new ground (the 
MoT say they will require half the ground). The old Acre 
Mills ground on Moorlands Road was touted as a 
replacement. A number of other sites were looked at. 
 

1 May 1968: Town Council agrees that 'a corresponding 
area near Peat Ponds be provided'.  

 
2 December 1968: It was resolved to redevelop the 
remainder of the field after the construction of the 
motorway by filling in the quarry.  
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1 February 1970: Ground had to be vacated for the 
building to start on the M62.  
 
1973: Vandals deposit the heavy roller over the quarry top.  
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MOTORWAY MADNESS! 
 

1968 - THIN BLUE LINE 
 
 

The planned M62 motorway was not exactly what the 
Club had planned for!  
 
 

The Club encountered its fair share of problems securing 
a permanent home, and now had a massive road-
building scheme to deal with!  

 

 
 

The frustration of the Club was summed by its spokesman 
Mr Gronow, who explained that, ‘We are kept in the dark. 
Everywhere we turn we seem to hit a brick wall. In 
official quarters everyone is absolutely non-committal.’    
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WANTED: A ‘SOLUTION’ 
 

1969 – AGM MINUTES 
 

The coming of the M62 caused the Club an enormous 
amount of heartache as this extract from the Club’s AGM 
minutes illustrates. 
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Highfields and Halifax! 
 
 

1970s – IMPORTANT BUSINESS 
 
6 April 1970: It was agreed that the club should hire 
Highfields cricket ground from the Corporation for the 
1970 season and the duration of work on the motorway. 
 

 
 
1974: Club moves back to the Lindley Moor ground and 
joins the Halifax League. The old field was in fact one field 
in from Lindley Moor Road and actually in the line of the 
motorway.  
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The new wicket had to be constructed much closer to the 
edge of Lindley Moor itself and a new pavilion constructed. 
This was an old pre-fabricated house and was assembled 
by members.  
 

This provided two changing rooms, two toilets and a 
central area for teas. There were glazed windows – an 
improvement on the old pavilion – and water was 
connected. 
 

 
 

1976: Momentous decision taken to lay on electricity and 
subsequently for the bar to be installed. Webster’s 
Brewery (once the club's landlords) agreed to assist in this 
venture.  
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HAT-TRICK! 
 

1975 – TREBLE WINNERS 
 

 
 

The all-round strength of Outlane CC came to the fore in 
1975 when both senior and junior sides were successful.  
 

The 1st XI won the Halifax Parish Cup and both the Under-
18 and Under-14 sides won their respective league titles. 
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‘SOCIAL INTERCOURSE’ 
 

1977 – CLUB RULES 
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Flat tyre stops play! 
 

1978 – MOTORWAY INCIDENT 
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GROUND WORK 
 

1980s – LINDLEY MOOR DEVELOPMENTS 
 
 

In 1981 the Clubhouse was extended.  
 
A portable building was acquired to provide changing 
rooms and the old Brook Motors’ football pavilion was 
salvaged. 
 
 

 
1982 
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Geoff lands  
in village! 

 
 

1984 – BOYCOTT AWARDS 
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Kitchen blaze tragedy 
 
 
 

1997 – CLUBHOUSE ACCIDENT 
 

On 30 August 1997 there was a fire at the Club, caused by 
a faulty thermostat in the kitchen.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Extensive damage was caused by the smoke, which 
meant having to nearly totally renovate the whole of the 
clubhouse.  
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Battle of the leagues! 
 

1995 – HALIFAX/HUDDERSFIELD DUEL 
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100 not out 
 

1997 – CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

 
 

 
1997 Team 
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‘HARRY’ & GOOCHIE  
POP IN! 

 

2000/2004 – SPORTSMEN’S DINNERS 
 
 

 
2000 
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In 2004 Outlane C.C. put on a spectacular Sportsman’s 
Dinner at the Cedar Court Hotel, Ainley Top. 
 

The main speaker at the Dinner was Essex and England 
legend Graham Gooch. 
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BRIGHT FUTURE 
 

2005 – CLUB TODAY 
 
Today, Outlane CC possesses one of the most interesting 
and curious of grounds. It is high, wide and handsome, and 
dominated by the sight and sound of the nearby motorway. 

 

 
 

 
 


