Over the past two years Dr Peter Davies from the Department of History at the

tandem with research assistant Rob Light, he has been unearthing oid p
of the sporl. See www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk for further details. Contact

information or images for the Project archive.

University of Huddersfield has been reconstructing the history of local crickel
as part of a pioneering £50,000 Crickel Heritage Project being sponsored by the Herilage Lottery Fund and the University of Huddersfield. Working in

s, archive documents and other sources relating to the rich local history

Davies on 01484 472405 or via p.j.davies@hud.ac.uk if you have any more
Today the spotlight falls on Rastrick . . .

Visitors feared

an uphill struggle &

against Rastrick

WHILE many people will
think of our world famous
brass band whenever
Rastrick is mentioned it is
Rastrick Cricket Club that
is the oldest surviving
leisure-based organisation.
Records of games played go
hack to 1863,

But, unorganised. unreconded cricket
was probably fist played in Rastrick
in the |B40s. One of the leams from
thoss days was Rastrick United, the
forenmner of Rmirck CC,

There were no leagoes then, but fix

tures wene armunged and cards idsucd
Cuse: regulnr fiture cvery yeul! was
against Jocal rivals Brighouse. By
1868 ihe club wis akso playing match-
e aguinat leading local sldes soch ne
Dalton, from Huoddersficld.

Rastrick C.C. mioved (o their current
home st Round Hill soon after they
were established. It s ol known
capcily whene their former ground
was, but it wms either in Fixby or
Cirantham on Dewsbury Road

By 1874 the clubs traditional mivalry
with. Brighogse C.C. had begun. The
Rrighouse club had recently re-formed
as Hrighouse New Alcxandra.  The
superiority of the long-estnblished
Rustrick C.C. over their near neigh-
hours was clear, as the clubs Xnd X1
sctually plaved the Brighouse Ist X1

Visiting teams i the carly doys didny
really  relish  playing Hastrick

Transpert was oot what if 18 foday gnd
opposition sides arriving by train at

HBrghouse station faced o two-mile
hike - all up Will - u Rastrick's ground
And that included carrying all the kit
as well!

Onginally the hill af Round Hill
extended well into the playing area. In
1891, major excavations took place to
remive a part of the hill o provide a
mare fevel playing Mield
In the early 1590 Raistrick joined the
Huddersfield & District | cague
Howewver, when the Huddersticld
League decided 1o furmi a second divi
wloi, they despoted Rastrick inte the
pew section, Despate their objections
the League refused 1o chenge its deci
sion and Rasmick joined the Spen
Villey League insteacd,

One intriguing  ilem which occurs
repeatedly in carly commitice mecting
mintates is the onder for ples each
week, Some weeks, as few s five
duipen (60 pies are ordisred, while m
olher times s oy 28 filleen dosen
{180} or more were ardered if the st
X1 were at home,

The size of the pie order gives some
idea of the sire of matchday crowds in
those daye, Not everyone would have
bought b ple - but attendances could
have topped 1000 & cup finals and
sarmi-finals,

In 1699 it was reporied thi a young
Rastrick bowler named Shaw had
recorded the Mollowing bowling analy-
s 6 overs, 5 maldens, 2 mms. 10
wickets, And (he last b wickels were
taken with consecutive balls!

The firm Round Hill pavilion was
opened on 15 April 1905 by Sir
Thomas Brook-Hitchen. & vear later,
Rustrick deoided (o dispense with thelr
professional and pay 'tulopt money” (o
thetr to omming plapers instead.
Soon alier, however, the Flub realised
the folly of their ways andfeversed the
190y decision.

In 1923 Restrick rsjoined the
Huddensfield & District League after
spell in the Yorkshire Couet] {Halifax
Section).

In 1931 the club ran a lodies team. Cin
29 May 1931 the Brighoase & Ellamd
Echo reported: 'A Lrge crpwd |around
10060 enjoyved the novel specticle af a
Indics’ encket maich on the Rasirick
ground last Monday moming, when
teams  representing  Rastrick  and
Brighowtse met in a (riendly game.’
Acconding 0 the newspaper, “The
mabch was full of interes§ The Echo's

was sccompamies) by the (rther
sexist) hewdline. 'Fair jckelers af
Roairick’

Similarly, the Echo stutedt The ladies
entered enthusiastically o the game,
il some of them displaped no linle
skill.' A caption 1o 4 phoggraph read:
‘A Cood Return - A liglder in the
lodies” cricket maotch @t Rastrick
caught in graceful pose
We are also told that in @3] the “pin-
up girl’ of local women's aficket, Mona
Greenwood, tumed o for Rasrick
Ladies against Brighows:

In the mickdle of 1931, tbe Brighouse
amd Elland Echo stated: There s alan
s be o Brighouse v Rastrick Ladies'

match, probably cn July 4, and
on July 18 the Brighouse and dis-
trict |ndies will meet Lascelles

Hall Indies, Both the latter
matches will be ot Rastrick. T is
also hopesd (o arrange an evening
fixtune with Bradfond Lachies.’

It was in the 19408 that the club
was able w purchise s Clough
Lane pround. One  commtsemalo
sabd thar E9O0 had been rabsed
"with astonishing ease’,

In 1951 4 cricked writer com-
mentad: "N is i Rastrick that one
can Mnd the old character which
s always one of the featires con-
nected with & Jocal cricket club,’

The club celebrated its 125th
anpiversary in 1988, and pro-
duced some beautiful commemeo
ritive platcs to mark the ooca-
sion. A rather distinguished brick
scorchax was enectod in 1794 -
200 il and constructed at o cosl
of £28,)

Towlay, Rasinck pil their wils
against other teams in the presti-
glows  Hoddersfield Crickel
League

The Rastrick side
playing in the 1954 season



