SARAH WILLIAMSON

When Sarah Williamson turned out for
Southowram 2™ XI in 1993 she became the first
woman player in the Halifax Cricket League. She
had earned her call-up after representing
Yorkshire Ladies and also having trials for
England.



SARAH

HISTORY

WHARFEDALE and Airedals -
Observer adverntising sales;
representative Sarah William-
son made cricketing history
for a second time on Saturday.

She became the first
woman to play in the Halifax
Cricket League when she
turmed out for her home villa-
?a Southowram against Black-
ey.

Back in 1887 former York-
shire Ladies player and Eng-
land trialist Sarah becams the
first woman to play in the
West Riding League turning
out for Burn. She also played
{or Olympia Mills in the West
Riding League,

. Sarah's little bit of cricket-
ing history follows hot on the
heels of that of former Wood-

Kathryn Leng
Bradford Cricket League de-
hutntm;‘mof;m;curram
BEBASOIN. ing for
Yorkshire Bank sainﬁgm
Sarah was invited 1o net at
Southowram and was then in-
formed she had been selected
for the second team. Despile
some objections league ‘per-
mission was given for her to -
play and the Yorkshire Crick-
et Association gave its bles-
Bing.
Sarah said: "] was selected
on merit. All ] want to do is
play cricket. I can understand
how the men might feel but I
have always found that once
they realisa I can play their
attitude changes." -
Although It was an historic
day for Sarah and the South-
owram club it was not a happy
one as they crashed by 117
runs to Blackley who made
175-8,
Sarah was second highest
scorer for her team with nine
of the B8 runs scored and her
innings included a four off a
bowler who seemed intent on i
kmocking her head ofi. :
The secretary of the South-
owram club, Mrs Joyce {:weu.
gaid: "Sarah's selection {s both
a step forward for the women
and for the Southowram club.”
Women it seems are play-
ing an increasing part in
cricket particularly on the
administrative side. . Eight
Bradford League clubs have
lady cricket secretaries and
one has a lady cricket chair-
man In the Airedale and
Wharfedale League two clubs
have lady secretaries while
there are three in the Leeds

ague,

A number of clubs also
have lady representatives at
league meetings these days.
@ Sarah reveals all about
her Halifax League debut in
-| our I Say colum on page four,

MAKES

Bowled
over?
Not this
maiden!

1 AM 28 yaars of aga and go lar
in my Hle | have made hisory
twice, Bt | am not fameuas,

The first cocasion was on Aprll
25 1887 whan | bacame the firm
woman cricketsr 1@ H:Y in the
West Riding Crickat Laagun.

The second time 1 made hlsory
was lant Saturday when 1 becamn
fhe nx:ﬂr:u:ﬂm fo play cricket in

x Leagua, an
Lh:pr*r'.m 1 wgﬂm ke to share.

Ty means going back to
Tuascay nipht, May 4, when a
telephona call 1o e sacTetary of
Southowram Cricket Gheb led to
an [nvitation 1o go along 1o the
oubdoor et

Mot really knowing what the
reaction would be, T juss got on

with the job in hand. | od up,
batted for (the standard 1019 16
mirates and than wani 1o do
some flelding practice,

Ty this tima, the saleciors wate
in the pavilion discussing the
toama far Samrday, The upahet
wa Mhh?fwmrﬁ evening 111::1"1
approachs & epcond
'I:EEIIJH. who told me that T had
basn selastod on meril and [ was
b meet & the clubhouse at Ipm
an the Saturday to play away al
Blackley.

In 111‘2 moantima, the eague
had 12 get clearance {rom the
Yorkehire Cricket Associntion to
ensure | wag & to play.
Cloarance was, i facl, givan -
and g0 (o Satarday.

Approached

Aher deciding who waa
travelling in whose car, and who
wras taleing what, we made the 30-
minute journey 1o Blacklay,

On artival, we were hesding

. lor the changing reoms,
pxchanging banter on tha way,
when | was approached by the
Bl.t!:t'lltluf captain. 1 thought “Ob,
no, hare wa g0’

Ho nsked me if 1 'wia going In
thinre with tham' - Thers’ meaning
| the changing reom and “them
maaning the rest &f the team - of
whether | wanted him te make
aliemative arrangements for me
10 chang,

Altar looking at him an if he
had jugt fallen out of & irew, 1 just
said: “TH go in thevs with them,
thanks,” and disappeared into the
changing room.

We had the warm-up, lost the
| o and wete put in the feld.

Thin wag ek 12 my rolief, as 45
overs of felding would gettle my
narvos,

Hovroves, Slu*l"m "
particulariy asing 1o tha
capiain who had sabd aariier that
e wanied 16 bat {lrat as he ‘didn’l
weant to Hald all ahemmean'.

This seemingly tactical remazk,
un 1 found ol Later, actually
meant that {f wo batled firm and
m]hﬁud, then Elackley would
enock ofl the nane with overs 19
lnui;&d we'd be in the pab for
warky .

Does Graham Gooch think this
! way, | voader.

Reguired

S0 1o fislding, It's difflcalt 1o
describa hew | [elt. Tou have 1o
finld every Eall with that Hetle bit
axira, malking sure that when
throwing in the ball gees to the
wickettooper's gloves of in
direct bl on the samps.

10 yors dan, you are ‘s typical
vraman who oowldn’t theow a ball
if her life depanded on it

At the and a&wﬂrﬂ
Biackloy weore -]
we k:n.:rr what.was required of us
an we headed for tea

As wo were siting tound the
takla, | was ashkod i 1 would liee
1o ba mother’ and the tea. [
pointed out that this waz a sexis
remark and teid the man in
questien that he could go and do
It hirmsalt,

Bo to batting, ['was due in st Ne
4, butl was no sooner padded up
than 1 found it was my turn 1o
head for the croaso.

1 arrived at the srumps Lo
complete silance, No-one spoke
or elap ekt

Im 4 L W=
round and then walted for tho
Bowier (whe | mentally
nicknamed Wilderbaast becausa
of hiz long hals and beast-iike
faatures) 1o coma steaming n.

This ho did..and i was one In
the riba for ma, Next ball T got oy
own back with a lour,

At this stage 1 began to wonder
about the bean's cricketing mind.
He had packed the ollelda with
Tour slips and & gully, but kept
Eq;fnq at roy body and noft to his

L4

Very relaxed

I mayud thare for & couple of
avers, d which two wickats
fall at the other end ard then
Diave camo In io bat,

1 hava Whﬂ hnwdﬁlwlm
aryeme who, on wanting 15 mn,
et Wsitghenlr g 8

T m y [
Wn relaxed v:;lt?ﬂﬂs umour.

We batted on. Daring » change
rourd at the ond of ohe over, we
mat in the middle of the wicket,
and If you've ever wondered what
batsmon say to each ng;:. here's
a snippet of convarsa

Dwn;.‘I‘B‘-wiur hm;.:;";h-tlh-;

paan, & hﬂi‘l.'l'l.; L]
:ﬁ::ll:rl" rather give birth,
* T haston to add that this s
Ten n:;:g'ﬂ'w' bt a1
the thewght of fa erbenst
agnin it seamed an easier opton
Wa wore all out for 6. | was
second top scorar with nine, the
nigham baing 16 Test batch
hv}t]h? 1 ﬁ;k g 1 h;va
OnE GRS,
hun.mr % imiey the club as &
playing member by everyone.
18 thin the shape of 0
coma? Strangely encugh, | think
nat.
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