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Yet another

chapter in the

Southowram
success story

SOUTHOWRAM Cricket Club is
one of the success stonies of
today's  sporting  scene  in
Culderdale

Founded in 1978 and therefore
miich younger than most of its
rivils, it boasts an idyllic ground,
excellent focilities and an impres-
sive honours board, added (o at
the weckend with the club's
superh Parish Cup success.

Although the club are the ‘new
boys' of local league cricket, they
have interesting and intriguing
predecessors in the hilltop village
still famous for ils quarrying
industry.

For centunes, Southowram has
been famed for its quarrying or
‘delving’. At one time the precious
stome wirs dctually mined, leading
ey the village nL'u.]uiring the nick-
name 'Klondike'. Later, steam
cranes perched  precariously on
the edge of guurries became 2
churacieristic Southowrum sight.

The example of Southowram
helps s o undersuind the role
played by churches in the expan-
sion of crickel in late Vietoran
England

All of the village's teams had a
church or chapel hink. There were

teams from the Methodist chapels
and both of the Anglican church-
es, SL Michael's at Bank Top
{now demolished), and the
Southowram  Parish Church, St
Anne-in-the-Grove, formed their
W ERims.

Of the various precursers (o

today's Southowram C.C., the Su
Anne's Church team had the
longest ond miost chegoered his-
tory,
It probably began in the 1880s
and in its early vears the tsam
wias somelimes referred 1o as “Si.
Anne’'s  Church  Choir'  or
Southowram Choir',

Southowram is o village of lost
cricket grounds, Some of the
ficlds used over the yvears were
gobhled up for guorrving, bt
many remain. In i early years
the St Anne’s team playved al
Cross Platts, close o the church,

From the 1890k (o the 1930s,
Southowram's  various. crickel
feams (there were by this time
fjuite a few) ore reported 1o he
playing at grounds in Law Lane.
Pinnar Lane and West Lane.

There is also evidence that
ong time cricket was played on a
ground adiscent to the now

Earlier success , . .

demalished Yew Tree House, in
the heant of the village.

In 1891 ‘the Halifax Parish
Cricket Challenge Ciip
Committee appraised the grounds
of all the clubs that had entered
the competition, Here is their
Ijl:liEl,'lpri.nl'l of the Southowrum
S Anne's plich:

This field adjoins Greenwood's
Quurry near the Pack Horse Inn,
It measures 125 x 100 vards and
has & fabd cpedse 30 x 20 vards, o
good though small pavilion and
senting for about 60, Both crease
and outfield are pood though the
later is somewhal uneven in con-
four.

Atthis period there was & quar-
ry called Greenwood and
Marshall at Milking Hill. IT this is
where the 1891 ground was, then
it would be remarkably close w
the location of the present pitch,
develpped in the 1930,

Southowram 51 Anne's were
regular entrants in the Halifax
Parish Cup in the 1890, although
the team enjoved: lidle success,
usmally losing in the first round or
even the preliminary round

Southowrmm St Anne's hod it
tle success over the vears. with a
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sccand placing. in the 1399
Akroydon Lengoe being one of
ifs best schievements

During its 50-year-plus  exis-
tence, the Southowram SL Anne's
team played in a number of dif-
ferent leagues, In the lae 1890s
they had o stint in the Brighouse
Cricket Loague.

In the carly 1900x Sapthowram
S5t. Anne's tned their hind in the
Halifax-based Akravdon Lengue;

In IB%9 o SL Annc's team is
sornetimes, though nat always,
referred 1o ps  Southowram St
Anne's Band of Hope, This sug-
gests the church and feam had
come under the sway of the most
influential temperance movement
of the time

Between 1907 and (915 there
was o Halifax and Dhistriet Church
Lengue for reams conngcted with
Anglican churches in the mrea

Southowram St Anne’s ook
part in this competition, winning
it in 1914, A team from the now-
demolished St MichnePs at Bank
Top also plaved in (he Church
Lesgue.

Southowram S Anne's  had
several spells o the Halifax
Arnateir [Unckel Teaseie - the lasi

being from 1916-20 - and also
played in the Halifax and District
Cricket League up o 1922, when
the Club was a founder member
of the Halifax and District
Amatour Association. created in
1923 as an amalgam of the
Aminteur and District Leagues,

The ‘Soints’ played on uniil
1929, Iotterly shunng a ground
with the village's Methodist team
until u lnck of support caused the
St. Anne’s club to fold afier some
50 years.

By the end of the 1920s
Southowram St Anne's had gone
into terminal decline. But the vil-
lage's Methodist cricket team
would stay in business until the
eve of World War Two.

Having ecarfier plaved in ihe
Halifax aml District
Nonconformmst League, the team

usually  known as  Southowram
LLMLC, {United  Methodist
Church), moved into  the

Associution in 1925,

During the 19308 the United
Methodists team was sometimes
referred 0o solely a5
‘Southowram® in maich  reports
such as this one from 26 April
1930




