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THE CRICKET 
History of Calderdale & Kirklees 

 
SOWERBY BRIDGE CI CC 
 
The Early Years 

 

FIRST MENTIONS 
 

1878 – EARLY FIXTURE LIST 
 

 
 

This is one of the earliest mentions of Sowerby Bridge 
Church Institute 15 YEARS before the Club believes it 
was founded (1893 – hence the Centenary celebrations 
of 1993). 
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This is another mention, in 1881.  
 
Note also the other sides in existence, including 
Brighouse, Halifax and Saltaire. 
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NEW RELIGION 
 

EARLY YEARS – CHURCH & CLUB 
 

Sowerby Bridge Church Institute Cricket Club was 
founded as Christ Church Cricket Club. 
 

Church and Sunday School were at the centre of 
community life in Victorian England and it was common 
for them to embrace many aspects of their members’ 
lives.  
 

 
 

When a cricket club was instigated by the Young Men’s 
Class of Christ Church, which met at the Town Hall in 
Sowerby Bridge, it was consistent with the pattern across 
the industrial North and Midlands.  
 

Most players attended Christ Church and, catering for 
numerous leisure activities, the Institute was the church’s 
social and sporting arm. 
 

After a decade playing challenge matches against other 
local teams, Christ Church C.C. was swept along in the 
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rush towards the formation of leagues in cricket, 
association football and rugby football around 1890.  
 

 
Photo by Colin Hinson 

 

The ‘Sowerby Bridge Division Cricket League’ was one of 
hundreds formed at this time and Christ Church C.C. was 
playing in it by 1894. 
 

Possibly to avoid confusion with other clubs of 
ecclesiastical origin, the Club became known as Sowerby 
Bridge Christ Church and also played  under the name of 
Sowerby Bridge Church Institute, a mouthful quickly 
abbreviated to SBCI.  
 

In its early days the Club also played in the Halifax 
Amateur League. 
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SEVEN UP! 
 

GROUND-HOPPING 
 

During its history SBCI has played on at least seven 
different grounds, although only two of these have been 
used since 1921 when Sowerby Bridge Council took over 
the Club’s Albert Road ground for development as the 
Milton Avenue housing estate.  
 

Since then The Astleys has been the club’s home, 
although a few matches were played at Sowerby Bridge 
Grammar School in 1960 during ground levelling work at 
The Astleys. 
 

THE GROUNDS 
1. Norland (field just below the Blue Ball) 

2. Pye Nest 
3. Holmes (later Sowerby Bridge  

   Sewage Works) 
4. Burnley Road (behind the Bay Horse) 

5. Albert Road (now Milton Avenue) 
6. The Astleys 

 

 
 

7. Sowerby Bridge Grammar School 
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TOP OF TWO DIVISIONS! 
 

1921 – AMATEUR LEAGUE WIN 
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MONEY PROBLEMS 
 

1930s – FINANCIAL CRISIS 
 

During a financial crisis at the Institute in the early 1930s, 
brought about in part by economic depression, the 
Cricket Club was told it would no longer receive financial 
support.  
 

The members responded by making the Club financially 
independent and since then the Club has grown apart 
from its roots.  
 

 
 

Nevertheless, the land, although controlled by the Cricket 
Club, is still held by church trustees and, in a tradition 
dating to the early days, the Vicar of Christ Church is still 
Club president. 
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GROWING PAINS 
 

1934 – INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
 

The period between 1934 and 1946 was a traumatic time 
for SBCI and its members, but at the end of the club was 
stronger and more independent, able to steer its own 
course to the thriving club it has become today. 
 

Prior to 1934 the cricket club was funded by nominal 
match fees and a ‘cut’ it received from the Institute’s fund 
raising activities. The cricketers contributed to events 
such as bazaars as they were primarily members of the 
Institute, not just the cricket club. 
 

 
 

Part of the Club’s commitment was to pay an annual rent 
to the Institute’s Management Committee. These 
payments had, apparently, lapsed and in 1934 this 
committee adopted the resolution:  
That the Cricket Section be not allowed use of the 
playing field unless they can guarantee their rent.      

 

The Cricket Section replied: 
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We regret that the Management Committee have 
seen reason to censure that section … the Cricket 
Section has always been more or less subsidised 
from the Institute funds, further, up to 1934, the 
Cricket Section were not allowed to organise events 
for the purpose of raising funds, owing to the 
existence of a Social Committee. 

 

Although still subsidised by Institute events such as 
jumble sales and the Christmas Club, the Cricket Section 
needed more funds. The cricket committee requested a 
12 month abeyance before any action was taken and 
embarked on frantic fund-raising preparations.  
 

 
 

Their meetings immediately increased from two per year 
to six, the extra time taken up almost exclusively by fund-
raising as financial necessity drove the club onto a more 
commercial footing.  
 

Motivated more by survival than aspiration, the 
committee began to adopt the methods of clubs with 
much greater manpower, financial turnover and security. 
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Bi-annual ‘Whist Drive and Dances’ were organised for 
February and October, and membership cards and fixture 
lists were printed, (their costs covered by 
advertisements). 
 
Old members and friends were cajoled to renew their 
interest in the Club and ’prominent gentlemen’ were 
approached and asked to become vice-presidents – 
although the Club had only one of these, a local vicar, by 
1937. 
 
The first Whist Drive & Dance was held at the Victoria 
Assembly Rooms on 2 February 1935. 200 tickets and 50 
window bills were printed, the five-piece New Astoria 
Band was booked at a cost of 50 shillings and a profit of 
£2 14s 6d made it the most successful of the initiatives. 
 

By 1936 annual rent for the field was £8 8s and the club’s 
ongoing financial struggles are hinted during the winter of 
1937-38.  
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The pitch was re-turfed ‘using sods from our own field’ 
and bitter objections were raised to an invoice for 13 
hours rolling over two days when the committee had only 
requested eight hours rolling on one day. 
 

 
 

To pay for this work the club embarked on a ‘mile of 
pennies’ scheme and a thousand envelopes were printed 
and distributed around the district. 
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11 MEN IN WHITES, TWO 
UMPIRES, AND A LITTLE 

BOY… 
 

1939 – WARTIME PHOTO 
 

 
 

Does anyone know who the little boy is in the bottom 
right of the photograph? 
 

Do you recognise any of the other SBCI faces? 
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NO MEETINGS FOR 18 
MONTHS 

 

SECOND WORLD WAR 
 
The war was a mixed blessing for SBCI. With little 
infrastructure or manpower to fall back on when it lost 
men to the forces, continuity disintegrated and after 1939 
the Club limped along on sporadic enthusiasm rather 
than structured planning.  
 

 
 

There was no committee meeting between March 1940 
and September 1941, at which point the Club ceased to 
function and the ground fell into five years of neglect. 
 

 
 


