Wharton believes

Sharma can be
Scholes’ saviour

INDIAN Test cricketer
Chetan_ Sharma :s
undoubtedly the key (o
Scholes” hopes of staving
off the threat of rel-

[3 e s
rounder arrived at IHE

Holme Valiey club (wao
weeks ago @k a replacement
for the injured Rashid Patel,
and Scholes are pinning their
bid on him as they ;
the run-in 1o 't
season in Secthon A.
Skipper Paul Wharton
thinks his side still have o

r firm

chance 1o turn Ih%‘uund
— EVER ;
ihe root r

Listhwaite — and belicves

Wﬂ oul 1o bea

“"Chetan s obviously a
very good playver, having
taken more than 70 Test
wickets for India, and he's
going o give us very good
control at one end,"™ said
‘Wharton,

**He was actually coming
over (o England for a wed-
ding, and when he heard of
our plight through Patel (the

— DRAKES LEAGUE —
CRICKET

two mien are close friends) he
decided to help us ow,*”

Shmhﬂlyiu with his
unce, a Mil
‘and is e

playing fvr.‘i-.'hﬂl
end of the season,

"He has previous experi-
ence of English league
cricket in a spell with

in the C-?-Tﬂ Lancashire
League hclﬂﬁl'ﬂﬁlt [}
Wharton, has already
impressed by the standard of
amatear cricketers in the
Huddersficld League.

But as Wharton  points
out, Sharma ks been used to
playirig ngainst teams with

| A COUPLE of weeks ago Scholés weni on their annual

week-long ericketing tour, this time o Dublin, and were
boosted by the reiurn of one of the club's favourite oversens

players,

Asnstralian Glenn Howard s back in the area on a three-
week holiday, and ook the chance 1o visit the Emerald lske
with his former teammates for o game and (he odd glasy of

Cuinmess.
Howard now

the Hawks Nesa golf club, on the

coast three hours north of Sydney.

The mini-Ireland rour was

munu and landlerd of the B
les played matches againa the Dublin Palice and the

FhucnIt chab.

lsed by Steve Oscrofi, club

Lion a1 Jackson Dridge

ltlnll:ht‘

n lm-lur
one prof;

hrl‘crth:lus, hl: has made

a uselul start 1o his Drakes

career, with four

and only

League
cwiackets in his firet game

against Linthwalte, followed
Irr a un;cu aof BS last mkh
st Elland, althoug
m lostthe maich a1
Huncr. Edge.

1 reckon we mudrnwh
four owt of our last &ght
games (o say wp, and thal
cenainty won't be easy, bui
il rentty-ts-imporani (o the
club 1o stay in Section A"
continued Wharton.

1o siay there, 11u.|'|i\'u'|'41 Iy far
chairman Steve Booth whao is
the mi#ﬂnl force behind
the club.**

Scholes have certainly
maide big strides since join-
ing the Drakes Huddersficld
Lengue ot the beginning of
the 1922 season, and only
four years ago they protwdly
uE::nd a brand npew pav-
ilion.

The continoal upgrading
of the ground inchu
bers building a rather splen-

did-looking conservaiory on
the existing bar and (ca
room. And the club’s league
representative, Paul White-
ley, reported that the club
have just been connecied 1o
thet one.

*Scholey were founded in
1876, the same year that
Alexander Graham Bell
invented the phone, so it has
anly faken LIE vears to Hnk
the two events," said White-
ley, jovially,

el

we worked very
 Kenworthy

Bul
e is cricker -m
illhuu the second Flnm
have done particularly well

this season to reach the finals
of two competithons — the
Paddock Shield and the
Heavy Woollen ‘Crowther
Cup — the auention fs
centred on the first feam's
relegution situggle.

) think weso dOTE quile
with a
evp
Might in our first season,"
wild Wharton, “‘and had
Rashid been M, we would
cerininly have won fwo o1
three more games,

0t the plus side, Simon
s bowled really
well 1o clam 13 wickets, and
Andrew Hutchinwon has also

10 be d good signing
from Paddock, but all our
bowlers have tended 1o be a
bit expensive.

“lan Bray has also been a
mayor i this season,
after ing up 1o open the
innings, and has hit almos
500 runs, Sknce he packed in
professional Tooball with
Barnley and Town, lan has
taken his cricker very
seriously, "

-

But as in all sport, when -

you are up againsd it nothing
fends (o go your way. And
Scholes have sulfered partl-
cuarly badly with injurkes
1hin season.

Apart from Paiel
returning 1o Indin with o
shoulder injury, vice-captain
Daryl Brook — afier find-
ing some useful form — has
been out Tor a lengthy spell
with an infected toe, .:nm‘ﬂi-
cated by gout, and another
new signing Harvey
Mumeenrth  hoe miceesd e



T TTmE s AR LA LANIL L]
new signing Harvey
Ownsworth, has missed sey-
eral games because of work
commitments, and then
through an injured knee for
which he has undergone an
caploiatory operation. %

And the skipper himself
has hit a run of poor form by
his own standards, after get-
i ' ting away to a solid start in
s o ‘ which he notched over 300
runs in the first seven games.

“l started well enough,
but then things haven't gone
right. It happens. ['ve been
through bad spells before,
and come through all right.

“l don’t think it’s the
Pressure of captaincy,
although skippering in Sec-
tion A is far more demand-
ing than in Section B, where
generally there are only
about four good sides to
worry about.

“In the top section they
are all strong sides and there

— ] isi Huddersfield League with both bat  is so much more to con.
Chetan Sharma — made a promising smnai:dﬂll):l[l}mkes uddersfield Leag e ot

S




