YORK Cricket Club
had high hopes of
winning the Haig
National club knock-
out competition this
year — but they
crashed to a sensa-
tional 12-run first
round defeat by the
little Copley team
from Halifax yester-
day.

Copley, champions of
the Halifax Leagua,
originally tried to enter
the Haig Villages event
but were told by the
organisers they were a bit
too big for a village team.
They are marginally over
jhe 2,500 population limit.
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York cricketers crash to little Copley

When they heard they had
drawn mighty York, Copley,
thought they would be
merely the first in a line of
easy pickings for a team
which won the trophy two
years ago.

But it didn't turn out that
way and loday York ehairmah
John Leal said: “ There was no
fluke ambout it on the dav. I
have nothing but the highest
pralse for Copley, who de-
servied their wviclory., We gave
an abysmal performance. The
plavers didn't adapt themselves
io the conditions, which were
not &t all bad. The wickel was
::!I;:Im' and a bit wet, but that's
all,

“The Copley flelding was
magnificent and they clung on
{o some’ wonderful catches. It
would have been unjust if
York had won.”

Paul Jackson won the toss
and put Copley In to bat — &

canse o régret jater,
They muce slow - progress

Tony Stilgoe was knooked out
of the attack saffer three overs
Geofl Skilbeck, too, bowled his
bt it war left to
Kirk 1o make

overs tidily,
spimner Chrlg
the initial breakthrough.

Kirk removed both openers
Inn Bafl and Ken Joneés ifn his

continued to make guiet
aregs John Tarlor was
the big stick, but Des

picked up thres wickets, as did
Stilgoe on hiz return

Copley were all oul on the
of the 45 overs for =a
modest 148,
had appeared

wans total dis.
mitigated only
the middie-order
batsmen. Wyrill was' out in
Ken Thompson irod
on his wicket in the

Alac Backhonse &nd Paul
Jacikson hoth went cheanly.

Jauck Sinclair was fifth out
with the innings only 11 overs
old and he had got more than
half the 21 muns on _ the
poard! It was an incredible
collupse.

The rest ba fted mag-
nitfeently. Brian Shirfley wag
going well untl out Mow in
full = flight, ' Chris Kirk shared
bwo affeclive stands, firsl with
Shirley, then with John Taylor,
who, redeeming  his  bowling
failure, hit the highest score of
the match ahd put York back
in with a chance. Geoff Skil-
beck contributed a valuable 20
unfil he was Involved with
Taylor in a dislressing yes-no
interlude and was run- out.

There were still eighl overs
l&ft when Ken Skilbeck Wwns
Ibw and York's dreams were
shatiered.

COPLEY: 1 Ball, ¢ ad b Kirk
27: K Jonea, ¢ Thompson b Kirk
17: D Smith. Tbw b Taylor 14: M

Doggeit, ¢ Shirley b Stllgoe ¥ .G
Epencer. ¢ Kirk b Stilmoe 0. A

s o

Brennan, ¢ Kirk b Whrild  26:
Dixon, lyw. b Wyrlld & H Wood
Stllgoe 2: P Gatehouse, ¢ Thomp-
#on b Backhouse 13 T Thorpe
Wyrill 2; D Bowwer, not out T
exiras ' Total 148

Fall of wickels: M, 45, 56, 4,
i, 14, 109, 120, 123, 148,

Bowking: K Skitheck §-5-1040; A&
Stilgoe 83414, G Siclibeek %-4-ml

ol
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0 € Kirk . B-E-a-3 a3 hor
B0.5-1

D Waerdlh 20000 1A
Backhouse 1-0-T-1.

YORK : D Wyrillk ¢ Smith b
Gatehouse §; K Thompson, bt wict
b Brennsn 0. A Backhous, ¢
Bowyer b Brennun 3; P Jackson.,
¢ Spender b Gatehouse 20 T Sin-
dialr, b Thorpe 12: B Shirlkey, b
b Bowyer M; C Kirk, o Dixon b
Daorett 25 J Tayvier, ¢ Spencer b
Dogpeit 3; G Skiibeck, run o out
0 A Stilgoe, not out B K Skil-
beck, Thw b Duggett 0 exiras %
Tatal 136

Fad of wickem 4, & 6 I8 3,
63 0, 138106, 1396
AB;-Erhmt PHG.::EPI?M% Il%:ll;H-z.

£ NIran -0-24 orpe |
f-1.37-L D -Bowyer #-1-26-1, M|
Duugelt S 4-0-24-3, D smith i
1084,

Tonight’s soccer

Division 1: Arsenal v Aston
Villa, Coventry v Derby Cou-
nty (both 7.301,



Why Copley
can feel

especially
proud today

. The cricketers of Copley
eonfirmed yesterday what
many have loug suspected . . .
hat If e T s & st
the ax ague

with ﬂh:-wam standar
and no future.

Some would say that York
musi have been unlocky to be
beaten yesterday in the
shadows of the Copley viaduct
in a Waigh Trophy competition
which they won iwo years ail.';
. They were not _unluckyl
York's chairman Mr John Leal
says so, Today, after walching
his Yorkshire League runners-
up hounded to a stunning
humiliation, he had no
EXCUKES,

Copley were magnificent, the
wicket was rfecily playahble
and York not come up (o
scratch, As simple as that he

BAYS.

For Copley to have lost
graclously in such a malch
would have been interpreied
zs a considerable achievement.
But to win . .. 3
_Coptepy  are a  credit to
ibrmselves, and a credit o ithe
{eams who play againsi uum._
Our headline in last week's
grickei supplement — “Is this
the dawn of a bright new
era?’ — SEEMS EevVen maore

mignificent now.
ﬂln.iﬂﬂllt Copley — page
10. Fii)
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Cricket

| Parade, Season 1877

Magnificent Copley
book a place in
cricket’s hall of fame

HALIFAX League champions
Copley set themselves up as
giant-killers of the first order
vesterday when they beat
mighty York, last season's
Yorkshire League runners-up,

in a Haig Trophy match at
EDEII:]’.
wonderful all-round team

performance which provided a
terrific advertisement for the
gndervalued Halifax League, led
to a 12 runs win in a competi-
tion won last year Scar-
borough, who pipped York for
the Yorkshire League title.

York, in fact, won the competi-
tion two seasons ago and their
team was strengthened from
the one which last season beat
Halifax twice in the league—by
seven wickets and nine wickets.

Copley are in the competition
only because the village's popula-
tion excecds the 2, limit im-
posed on the Haig Village Com-
petition, in which several Halifax
League teams are entered.

And this afternnon, there were
no excuses from York, Their
chairman. Mr John Leaf commen-
ted: “There was no fluke about it
1 have nothing but the highest
praise for Caopley. We were
abysmal and our players did not
adapt themselves to the condi-
tions, which were not at all bad.
The wicket was a bit slow and wet
but nothing more. Copley’s field-
ing was magnificent and the
rlung on to some wonderfu
catches, It would have been un-
just if York had won."

York's only regret was that

they won the toss but sent Cop-
ley in, Added Mr Leaf: “Had we
batted we might have scored
and Coplev could hgve become
diﬁpi'&'ited. But that's ail supposi-
tion." .

Consistent early batting —
Mike Doggett and Ian Ball top-
scored with 27 and Arthur Bren-
nan hit 26 — paved the way for
a total of 148 in the allotted 45
overs,

Then Fast bowler Phili
house, medium pacer Brennan
and spinner Thorpe ripped the
heart out of York's batting and
had them recling at 30 for five.

A middle order revival
threatened Copley until Dogge*:
rounded off a superb all-round
performance by capturing three
for 24 with modium pace bowl-
ing which he uses only occasion-
ally at local level.

York were all out for 136 in
3B overs.

Gate-

Copley 148; 1. Ball ¢ and b Kirk 27,
E. jones ¢ Thompson b Kirk 17, D.
Bmith Ibw b Tawlor 14, M. Doggeit ¢
Shirkey b Stilgoe 27, G, Spence ¢ HKirk
b Stilgos 0. A. Urenpan ¢ kirk B Wirill
4. K. Dixon Ibw b Wvnill 5, H. Woead
b Stilgos %, P. Goishouss o °Thampson b
Backliouse 9. T. Thorpe b Wirill 2. D.

Barvoey'er not out 11, extras B

Bowling: K. Shkilbeek 8.5-10-0, Etil-
E::- -2-21-3. . Skitbeck 8-1:16-0,
b .0, Tavlor 5.0-73-1. Wyrill

i 3 Backhowse J«0=%=1,
York 154 Wwrill o Gmith h Gate=
Bouw 4, Thompson kit wki B Arennan
0. Aechiousr ¢ Bowser b Brennan 3.
Jackaon e it b Catchouss ©. Sin-
cinir b Th 17, Shirley [hw b Boasver
o6, Kirk © f=an b Dognett 25, Tayior
€ Spencer b Dogartt 56, G. Skilbeck
run out 30, Stigoe not out G, K. Bkl
Beck bw b Dopgeit O, estras 2.

i GRiehnies B-3-14-2, Bren-
man H-0-14.2. Thorpe 8-1-37-1, Bowyer
H-1-76-1, Dosgett 5-0-24-3, Smita



