MONEY, MONEY, MONEY!

Club Accounts over the Years by Paul Rai

Money makes the world go round and cash is vital to any sporting club at any
level in modern society. Long gone are the days of the ancient Greek ideals
when sport was played purely for pleasure and enhancement of the physique.

STATEMENT OF ACCODUNTS 1947

The ABCC statement of accounts for 1947 is displayed above. In 1947 the club
received income via a grant from the Huddersfield & District League. The Bridge
also obtained a grant of £50-0-0, which was a large sum at the time, from the
local mill, J.Brooke & Sons. The old mill owners have played an integral role in
the growth of Armitage Bridge Cricket Club. Other sources of income in the late
1940s included subscriptions, field rents and bank interest.

Expenditure in 1947 at the Bridge is similar to current-day expenditure at any
village cricket outfit. Money must go toward umpires, coaches, scorers, ground
maintenance, rates and league fees.

Sources of revenue remained the same in the following year, although the club
spent money on advertising and glass breakages. £2-5-0 was spent on repairing
the damage, suggesting that the ball was hit long and far by some batsmen
during the season. Funds put towards advertising look to have paid off as the
club received greater income through gate receipts than in the previous season.



According to the 1948 report and balance sheet, Armitage Bridge performed
better financially than it did on the field: “We have pleasure in presenting the
balance sheet for season 1948. The season can be viewed with a certain amount
of satisfaction although from a playing outlook we were not so successful as the
previous season.”

The committee went on to acknowledge the importance of the people who make
the club what it is, stating: “We thank the players and members alike for their
loyalty to the club and sincerely hope they will stand by us in the future.” The
support from faithful, hardworking individuals led to the committee describing the
season as “the best yet” from a financial point of view. The committee also
added: “We appeal to all to rally round and see that it does not become our best
ever.”

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 1B

Sixty years on from that balance sheet...and the club is still going strong, which
is testament to the individuals who work diligently behind the scenes to keep the
club’s finances in order. Cricket clubs without healthy finances will often struggle
and fold. Armitage Bridge Cricket Club has been around since 1839 and it looks
as though it will be around for quite a while yet.

Since the 1948 balance sheet, technology has changed dramatically. ABCC have
since spent money on items that they would have never dreamt about then. For
example, funds have gone towards a television and even a burglar alarm. In
2007 the Bridge also spent £853 on burglar alarm maintenance.



Former Bridge secretary Phillip Booth once said: “We cannot sit back and rest on
our laurels, an awful lot has still to be done. The everyday expense of running a
club (field, care, equipment, lighting, heating and especially rates) are increasing
rapidly and more revenue will have to be raised to meet these higher costs.”

It's good to know Booth’s words didn’t fall on deaf ears. Fundraising is a good
way for clubs to earn money. Over the last two years ABCC have increased their
annual income by staging events such as car boot sales, club dinners, quizzes,
raffles and even curry nights. £491 was made from a curry night in 2006 and this
figure increased to £574 in 2007. It looks like a club is onto a winner here and
what could potentially become a regular source of income.



