Halifax League

EYES DOWN FOR

ALL EYES'will be on Northowram
and Barkisland tomorrow as the
chase for the Division One title race
builds 1o a thrilling ¢limax.

The key tussle is at Barkisland
where long time leaders Bradshaw
know that victory could decide the
issue before next weekend's final set
of fixtures

For that to happen they musi rely on
rivals Copley dropping points ot North-
owram in what promises 1o be another
lense encounter

Afier being out in front for so long it
would be n major disappointment to
Bradshaw if they let the titke slip from
their grasp at the death but they won'l
expect any favours [omormow,

Tables

Bradshaw'’s chance

to clinch the crown

Barkisland are always a threst on
their own track but the leaders should
take heart from their meeting earier in
e scason.

At the end of June Steve Smith (66)
and Tony [lland (55) helped Bradshow
o o healthy 216 for seven and Barkis-
land were going well in reply until &

O smon  Lees.
who was instrumental in
securing  wietory for
Bradshaw over Barkis-
tand with his seven for
41 when the two teams
met garilorin the soason
He will be hoping o
repeat the feat in the
refurn fixtuee ot Barkis-
land tomorrow where &
win cowd elinch the
championship.

devastating =pell by Simon Lees flooned
them

His spell of seven for 41 proved the
turming point as Wmorrow's appanents
fell 32 runs short of their target.

Barkisland won't be deterred by that
performance theugh and will be anx-
HOUs 10 put a spanner in the works to-
morrow  afier secing their own title
chances effectively ended with defen ot
Sowerhy last week

Copley on the other hund find them-
sclves in @ similur pesition o lest vear
when they were locked in o fight for the
title with cventual champions Triangle,

Ironically it was against tomorrow's
opponents, Northowram, that their fue
was decided on the final day Lt term.

A six-point victory for Copley to-
morrow wold again mean the title race
going right down 0 the wiré and they
will be hopefiol of m least ensuring that
TOMmIOrTow,

They piled up 270 for nine agnins
Narthowram in their previous mesting
this term with former skipper Tim
Rushton (717 and hin successor Brent
Walker (62) doing the damage but were
denied maximum poins by their oppo-
nents” tail enders.

If the issue remains undecided, ever-
thing will hinge on the final marches
which see Bradshaw take on Warley,
with Copley meeting Triangle:

Interest omorrow will also centre on
the battle 1o avoid the drop to Division
Twn with key games sweeing Old Cross-
leyans tmking on Sowerby Bridge and
Crutlane meeting Booth

TITLE VERDICT

Having secured promotiod
Luddenden Foot will now ha
sights on clinching the cha

with victory st Blackley in'th
in Division Twio,

The home sikde are des

Hnis after slipping up g
nxt woek and will nlso be ki
the outcome from Southow)
their promotion rivals take o
leaders O1d Town,

W KEITH Fletcher is frrep
Exsex — but country ericket v fi
Wil have mo trovdde g his o
space!

Fletcher ended hiv 3] -vear ¢
with Essex by colebraging the |
trophy won since 199, the
victory aver Hompohire piving
rleth championsinp e,

Bt Hﬂrf;rrr. wie mow fem
coed Micky Stewars ax El'gﬂm
Joked  afterwardy  thar m
trouble gentng It Chelmaf
Hirsle growund from the wart of n
— umiess he 'x given a special po

Amd Exxex chief execunive
warrdls said '\ afvard Keith w
give up thar parking space — w
for whoever replaces i an ye
copiain.

Fletch in
the fram

TRIANGLE all-rounde
Fletcher has joined the rac
Courler/Briggs Pricstley
September hatti 5

lis %6 a ngnnﬂ:y H
week took him it third pla
23 behind Warley's Stewart B
falled 1o score in his side's ¢
Copley.

Mark Grestorex of Rooth
ahend in race for the bo |
Bradshaw's Trevor Lofl Is
heels after o six wicket hiul
Booth last wegk.
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CRICKET: Halifax League, Division One L

BRADSHAW GET

Serr. e

THEIR REWARD

But champions are made
to sweat by Copley

BRADSHAW duly clinched
the Halifax League cham-
pionship for the first time in
their hustory. but not before
their players, officials and
fans alike had endured every
possible emotion.

After a day of high drama
skipper Chris Sutcliffe was
finally able to lift the trophy in
the gathering gloom but there
werg times duning the final day
of an exciting scason when they
ran the risk of losing it
Copley.

Going inte their clash agains
Warley they had o three paint cu-
shion with news of Coploy's
210 for five off only 26 Triangle
overs reaching the groond ' the
pressure was really on the long
time leaders.

Chasing a rain reduced Warley
target of 161 in 36 overs they
stigpered to 1D for two in ihe

first mine overs and despite a
tsy effort by opener Mick
umer and 31 from Sieve Bell

the best they could manage was a

paodint,

Hmd Copley gained the four
ra'um. that seomed more than
ikely it would have broaght the
sides leviel on paints and leagos
officials reaching for the calcula-
tors io decide the title on scoring
rales oyer the sonson.
inkin :;hﬂr i 1I|“;ailllrz';:olra:mmr

e T
brought the news of Triangle's
victory againag the odds,

Even when bad light called a
hale four overs early the cham-
pagne had o go on ice s Co-
pley’s demise was double
checked but with that confirmed
the presentation and the celebra-
tions could hegin.

It was hard to imagine 8 more
therilling climax o the sexson but
no one conld really deny Brad-
shaw their moment of after
they had set the pace all season,

“I's, a preal feeling.'" said
Sutcliffe who now 5 sl o
stand down as skipper after guid-
ing his side to Cop and
championship triumphs in suc-
cessive seanons,

“1 have to admit the lmst few
weeks have been a bit of a strain
as our form di but this has
made it all wonhwhile.

“I've been skipper for 10
years in total during two spells
bui this has 10 be the highlight.

"*The Parish Curl!-l[lﬁ.llh]'
as a one-off in fromt of a big
crowd but the tithe ‘ukes some
winning and when you do T doa’t
think anyone can say thal you'ne
not the best.

"“We don't have any real stars
bul we have all-round strength
nud | think thot has becn the key.
In Andy Ingham, Trevor Lofi
nnd Simon Lees we have one of
the strorgest attacks and we have
bonwled sides ‘out all season snd

(" Amateur \
Match of the Day

Tt

K{lf Nigel Askham

Mick Turner has Jod the haiting
with his best ever scason. "’

The skipper also pakd tribute 1o
experienced and No.ll
lan Calvert w holds  the
remarkable record of having
faced only one ball all season.

“We polled him out of the
sccond team and he has done a
first class job. He assures me that
the one ball he did foce hit the
middle of the bat.**

Earlier in the day Warley
reached a wery respectable 184
for nine with skipper Andrew
Oates feading the way with o
fluent 45 which included eight
fours and  several collegues
chipped in usefully,

Bunt they were never able 1o gel
fully into thelf stride as Ingham
one of ks most produc-

tive spells of the season,

It was still enough 1o increase
the unxiety in the Brudshaw camp
and that was heightened further
when Tony lland and Sieve
Smith — given no chance by one
that never gol up from Paul Vine

—E.Ilﬂl-c!.k_all_ themselves back
o ines,

Tumer lified sparits by crack
ing four boundrics In one over
from Vine and then lsunching his
replacement Steve Roberts tor a
six and two foars in his opener o
bring up the half century.

But Robens gained his revenge
Bl was soperby, chigh, on the
Wik 54 y I on
rin by Mick Holroyd off Duncan
Ritchie their hopes of settling
their own [@e effectively went

with him. :

it all came oot in the wash
though and & relieved Bradshaw
were finally: able w [y their
colours proudly from the mast.

Bradshaw v Warley
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< JUST as Chris Sutcliffe’s
Bradshaw were running the full
gamut of emotions Tim Rushton
and his Copley side must have
run out of fingernails to chew on
Saturday evening.

With just nine balls of the
Season left Copley saw their title
hopes shattered by Triangle.

Billy Morris’ men looked as
though they were going to fall
short of the 26 over total of 212
set them by Copley but an unbro-
ken stand of 77 for the Jourth
wicket between Gary Rodger (72
not out) and Paul Shannon (45
not out) did the trick.

They came home by the
flattering margin of seven wickets
to confirm Bradshaw as cham-
pions and leave Copley deflated.

Earlier in the innings Tracey
Whippy scored 60 before becom-
ing one of Rushton's three
wickets.

" Copley had done their best to
set a competitive target in the
reduced overs game and most

teams in the league would have
Jailed in the chase. Unfortunately
Jor Copley they were up against
the powerhouse batting line-up
from Triangle.

Openers Ranjit Bhabra (58)
and Rushton (44) had set Copley
off in fine style with a stand of 74.
Rushton and Andy Thorpe went
quickly but Bhabra stuck around
to put on another 50 with Brent
Walker.

Walker took the initiative and
went on to score 59. Mark Thris-
tan and Roger Smith kept the
momentum going but 211 for five
was not to be enough in the long
run.

Meanwhile Sowerby St Peters
were rounding the season off with
a victory, beating Northowram
by six wickets. ,

Northowram batted first and
made 182 for eight with Bruce

Deadman top-scoring ' with 59

and David Bottomley adding 37,
Martin Schofield taking three for
47 for Sowerby. That total was
later reduced to a Sowerby target
of 160 by rain.

- Schofield (41) and John
Bridges (54) gave the home side
a flying start and with John Hick-
ey’s unbeaten 25 they got home
with room to spare.

Relegated Outlane finished on
a low note — beaten by eight
runs by Sowerby Bridge.

David Mobbs dominated Sow-
erby Bridge’s 165 for four with a
knock of 71 that included five
sixes and seven fours. Keith
Hartley weighed in with a useful
33,

After losing five wickets for 12
runs Outlane rallied slightly and
made a good show of chasing the
required runs. They fell short at
157 for nine thanks to 73 by
Michael Hales and 43 by John
Pettinger. Steve Dalby took six
Jor 34 for Bridge.

Booth and Barkisland were
washed out. Barkisland had |
made 272 for eight (Tony Sykes |
74 and Steve Casaru 47) and
Booth were 113 for six.



