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be the first to ratify an
abstruse scientific theory
iz an achlevement that brings
untold  satisfaction. Stratj-
graphical geologists. have long
beliaved that the millstone grit
of the Southern Pennines, owing
to its lamination and aeonian
erogion, has beegn formed into
flat-topped kopjes, but I have

nd none who, by personal
obzervation, could confirm this.

On Saturday, leaving the walley
where the Colder, shimmering in
the. sun, bubbled jovously past
nodding | bluebells or, hidden in
gloom, slunk past gaunt weaving
sheds, 1 climbed by -a cobbled
pack-horse  pathway and  then.
through virgin_ moorland, fa the
roof of the warld.

Incredibly, at the wery top, 1
found the hypothesis to be true. A
small plateay, flat and green, Iay
before my eves; on which white
figures besportad themselves,
Momentarily I felt a very Cortez
cropsing. the line of the Mexican
Andes, but my hopes of explorn-
tory fame were to be dashed. A
Yorkshire wvoice announced fthis
verdant lableland as the home ' of
Stones Methodists, who were
playing Mytholmroyd in the first
round of the Halifax Parish Cup.
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;‘IY deflntion was, however,
AYA short lived, for an umpire
failled to arrive—probably. I feli,
half dead  with ‘exhaustion and
thiret he would be lyving In somo
fry runnel on the mountain zlopes,

expected o Pennine St Bernard,
with a bottle of Halifax-brewed
bastl bitter fastened to ils collar,
to allowed to smell at the
umpirg’s coat and then be rent
forth on itz errand of meérey,

Discomposed  the players were.
but it wasz not the vmpire's fale
that coused. their agitation, " With
yond not lurning up. we s'all hev
o do us own umpiring,” they com-
plained.

In the Stones dressing tent was
a diagraemmatic chart showing the
corriet cxeculion of all  erickel
strokes. When the home team won
the oz I expeeted. therefors. fo
be entertained to a 1|:#Im.'i¢:|m| exhibi-
tion of-all-round nlay.

- T was, however, io be pgreally
d ointed. for Kenny Brown
and Derek Pollard a%penmd to be
able to do nothing but chop the
ball to point.

‘ HETHER this was because

a potice. announeing that
members’ subscriptions were. now
Idue (a matier of far more impor-
itanee to a1 village elub than the
[ability to make runs)-had obscured

art of the chart sand: left nothing

ut the sgudre cut vigible, T dared
| pot - ascertain, for to stare mean-
ingly at such batting ndvice when
| folr wickets had fallen for 13 runs
|$§ht Have resulled In my wel-
[come becomlng somewhat strained,

Thore had been skill :tmd effcc-

| thveness In this early holmrovd
| : Hl-:gur had

sitick.  Malcolm

ably brought a temporary under-
mining of Slones' morale.

After point had fielded almosy <rom Ronnie's bat,

every ball In the firét two overs
without  mistake, his captaln
suddeniy moved him info the slips

A ribald Stones !ruppur{::r
suggested that " happen he wants
someb'dy else to pick tball up for
2 change.” but thiz was no net of
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Iriendly consideralion. Silafford
Williams  was carefully brought
from the egvers to replace the
banished fieldsman and Derck
Pollard, playing the next ball as
had became his wont, found & low
ball earofully caught by the new

arvival.
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HE slow rate of scoring was
causing _  perturbation

among the hame supporters and,
possibly . with a view fo augmen-
tation, the Stones player who was
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Rennie Palmer, who scored 52 for
Stones Methodists.
mcting

temporary umplre -]
. m‘hn?f POrATY p gav

. It i were his Intentlon 1o
improve the pasition his plan met
with abject fallure. for the next
ail =nw Kenny Brown's wickets
scaitored,

To relieve the parlous  situation
came Honnie Palmer, Wisely he
abandoned the cut that had proved
nelther safe nor ecumuliative for his
predocessors,

. It Is sirange how few batsmen
realise that they cannof be caugit
out In the next feld. ell aware
of this little appreclated wisdom,
Ronnie drove and hooked bevand
the cordines of the narrow plateay.
Elaven frups were counted in his
52 before he demonsirated to hls

: vq],u-—-""-lq,,ﬂ:r rong: ':##iair Jbatsmen that the cutl, to be

v, must be de  fArmls,

With a skili that J..T. Brown could |
not have-belfered. the ball Nashed |
but there wis

han aof = Rex
feh held, inerediblv; |

he outfiun
resmrood
o the speeding ball.

s

E was to be little
resistance, Stubbornly Dan
Hamer held up the Myth avd
attack  for a while, I]'u.happi]y.
Fred Senior doubled himself up as
the ball struck him amidships, an
ineident that wasz to confirm my
wife's oplmion that it was time I
had my giasses changed. Forc
although the umpire's upraised
finger ﬂ,aw undoubted proof that
the ball had hit Fred's leg. from
the place where [ was propping up
the dry stone wall, it seemed to my
myopic vision that when he was
hauled to his feet, Frod -was
indicating to the amatour masseurs
that he would prefor them to rub
a part of his anatomy Juzt below
his breast bone.
Nevertheless, Fred had to depart. |
The  effect of an Incident
depends on the personaliiy. For
this, which broughi nhysical hurt
in Fred and visua] doubt to, me, |
refuvenaled Maleolm Roberis, He
sweng through the Siones tail un-
impeded to collect six wickeis for
17 runz in the total of 103,
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OR a time Stones attacked
Y AL sturdily,  Dan Hamer, with
mediom-pated accuraey, nnd Fred
Senior, with flighted cunning. held,
Myitholmroyd at bay. R
wo wickets fell and voclle-ous
appeals were turned down before
Ken Smith laid a trehchant hand
on the Stones bowlers. Lom-=
bining  all-round  culture with |
powerful driving, he¢ thrashed the |
home atiack. |
With three wickels down and
the seores level, Ken, who had
made 85, swunz mightily for the
winning hil. Fo» the Arsl time his
bat  failed him. Melanchaly, as
Hagar in the wildernesg of Beer-
sheba, he wandered pavilion-

whrds,
o

_&TH.E: next “ball  dismissed
e en  Butterworth  and
only by ‘a violent retardation of
a atiding back leg did Jack
Mitehell “aveold . bein stumped
when a high-tossed ball wrizeled
round his advancing bat.

A pulled boundary ended this
late Stones  onsiaught: Mytholme-

ru.vdd advanced to the second
sound.
Az T descended the almost

vertical slope to the valiey T over-
took nn old supporter, pondering

deepiy. |
“It's a queer thirug. tha knaws,
he opined, * We lost bi five wickeis|

and vond theer Mytholmrovd chap
*at'ed to umpire turned dahn five
%.h.w, appeals: "at whr lads made.
f i'revt chap "ed turned up, vacry
{ficely we su'd 'ew won.™

NEXT WEEK-—Bradford Mutual

Sunday School  League:  Shelf
Witchfield Methodists v, Den-
. e Clouglt - _




