SEMI-FINAL JOY!

1887 Lumb Cup by Paul Rai

Winning the inaugural Lumb Cup in 1887 is the most memorable achievement in ABCC’s 169-year
history. Their 140-run demolition job over Lascelles Hall in the final will never be forgotten due to the
various documents and mementos providing welcome reminders of this fantastic feat.

However, one of the most entertaining and important games prior to the Lumb Cup final seems to be
confined to the scorebook. There are no photos or other documents relating to the enthralling semi-
final encounter between Armitage Bridge and Lockwood on the 6™ August 1887.

On home turf, the Bridge would have been slight favourites but anything can happen in a semi-final
and anything can happen in cricket.

Lockwood’s opening batsmen, Beaumont and Shaw, had the job of seeing off the swinging new ball.
However, Bridge new ball bowlers Hawkyard and Shaw had other ideas. Hawkyard bowled the first
ball of the day to Beaumont which was a dot and only one run was conceded in the first over. From
the other end Shaw then tightened the screws and applied more pressure on the batsmen with a
maiden over, keeping Beaumont down his end and allowing Hawkyard to work on Shaw. Lo and
behold, the pressure told, as Lockwood found themselves 1 for 1 in only the third over and Hawkyard
had his first victim of the day.



Hawkyard went on to remove both opening batsman. Bowlers work well in pairs and his partner in
crime, Shaw, bowled Lockwood’s humber 3 batsman to leave them reeling on 30 for 3. Bridge skipper
Oldfield then made the decision to bring Bob Moorhouse on first change. Moorhouse responded by
getting the team a wicket in just his second over and Lockwood only added 6 runs for the fourth
wicket.

The opposition then did well to recover from 36 for 4. A partnership of 55 between Dawson and H.Lee
got them to 91 for 4. A cluster of wickets then fell, leaving Lockwood looking at a low total with the
score on 98 for 7.

The ABCC camp must have already had half an eye on the Lumb Cup final. Cricket is rarely that
predictable, though. The Lockwood tail stung the Bridge, as their number-nine batsman added 44 runs
before being dismissed. A frustrated Bridge captain, Oldfield, then threw the ball to Bob Moorhouse to
clean up the tail and he duly obliged, claiming the last two Lockwood wickets and ending the innings
on 201.

Hawkyard was expensive but took wickets, finishing with 4-74 from his 21 overs. The pick of the
bowlers was easily Bob Moorhouse who ended up with match figures of 3 for 16 from just 7 overs.
Lockwood did well to recover from 98 for 7 but still only managed three boundaries in their 55 overs in
the middle.

All the pressure was now on ABCC to score the 202 required for victory. The trusted opening pair of
Gledhill and R.Moorhouse got the Bridge off to a solid start. Bridge knocked off 46 of the runs required
when the first wicket fell - Gledhill was the man to go for 9. Moorhouse was still there and looking good
for a big score.

ABCC were 3 down for 74 when Moorhouse and Shaw added 54 for the fourth wicket. Despite 68 from
R.Moorhouse and 55 from F.Shaw, the Bridge found themselves in real trouble and staring defeat in
the face when Lockwood bowler Dawson sent both G.Moorhouse and Hawkyard back without
troubling the scorers, leaving the score on 169 for 8.



With just two wickets left the momentum was now with Lockwood and the Bridge needed something
special to get them into the first ever Lumb Cup final. They needed to find 33 runs from somewhere.

Skipper Oldfield and Haigh battled away, taking the singles when they were available and scoring a
few twos and threes here and there. The ability of these two batsmen to stick around frustrated the
Lockwood bowlers. Armitage Bridge failed to get the ball to the boundary at all - suggesting that the
Lockwood fielders were good in the deep or that the outfield was slow.

Haigh managed to score five runs in one scoring shot, which remains a rare achievement in cricket to
this day. Five runs can be scored by a batsman in one of only two ways, either by hitting an
obstruction inside the boundary that is not a fielder - a tree or a helmet for example - or picking such a
gap in the field that the batsmen are able to run five. A difficult task for even the greatest batsmen.

You would have had to be there to be 100% sure how Haigh picked up those five runs. They proved to
be vital runs as ABCC managed to pick up the required runs for victory. Twenty-three extras were
bowled by Lockwood, a crucial factor in helping the Bridge over the line. ABCC progressed from a
tough and close encounter in the semi-final and advanced to the final to become the first ever winners
of the Lumb Cup - and the rest is history.



