
BIRSTALL 
FOLK  

 

 

J. K. BINNS &  
G. D. WOLFENDEN 

 
J.K. Binns (below) and G.D. Wolfenden were 

instrumental as the Club recaptured its former 
glories after a slump in fortunes during the 

mid-1960s. 
 

 
 

They played an important role in the clubhouse 
extensions of 1969 and 1974 which provided 

new revenue from the bar facilities. 



 

THURMAN KAYE 
 

Mr Kaye left the Club in 1960. In a letter, sent to 
ask members to contribute fittingly towards a 
presentation, his contribution to the Club was 

described as follows.  
 

For some thirty years he has served the 
interests of the Club with loyalty and 

enthusiasm far beyond praise and has by his 
very cheerfulness and good humour gained 

the admiration of all with whom he has come in 
contact. It would be impossible to assess his 

value to the Club. 
  

 
 



 

HERBERT 
HAINSWORTH 

 
Herbert Hainsworth was captain and star bowler in 
the remarkable 1954 treble-winning season. That 

year he won the Central Yorkshire League bowling 
prize, taking 48 wickets at an average of 10.02 

 

 



 

KEN HALEY 
 

 
 

Ken Haley arrived at Birstall CC via Batley 2nd 
XI and Staincliffe. After featuring in the Club’s 

1954 treble-winning side, he went on to 
become captain, groundsman and president of 

the Club.  
 

In 1976, after 26 years playing league cricket, 
he was still good enough to top the Central 

Yorkshire League bowling averages, taking 61 
wickets at a cost of 7.85 each.  

 

He died on the cricket field, aged 52, and 
although he had moved on to play at 

Crossbank Methodists CC he remained 
groundsman and president of the Birstall Club. 



 

JOE DANIELS 
 

 
 

Joe Daniels first joined Birstall Cricket Club in 
1928. By 1981 he had been a regular member 

of the Club for 53 years and this milestone was 
recognised with the presentation of a silver 

tankard.  



 

PETER INGHAM 
 

 
 

He joined the Club from Harrogate in 1979, 
while he was with Yorkshire CCC. He 

captained the 1st XI to three top-six finishes at 
the start of the 1980s, as a place in Division 1 

of the Central Yorkshire League was 
consolidated.  

 

A prodigious schoolboy talent, Ingham won 
the Wetherell Award for the Leading All-

Rounder in English Schools Cricket in 1974. 
His career with Yorkshire began in 1976 and 

ended in 1982; he played 8 times for the 1st XI. 



 

PAUL BLAKELEY 
 

 
 

In 2002 Paul Blakeley won the Premier Division  
bowling prize as Birstall became Central 

Yorkshire League champions for the first time. 
 

 He captured 51 wickets at an average of 17.33 
to win his third consecutive individual league 
honour. In both 2000 and 2001 Blakeley had 

been the League’s top all-rounder.  
 

He scored 603 runs at an average of 41.20 and 
took 48 wickets at 16.50 each in 2001; and 

scored 627 at an average of 43.36 and took 47 
wickets at 16.04 each in the previous year. 



 

ANDREW TOWNSLEY  
 

 
 

Birstall CC signed Andrew Townsley two years 
on from his brief first-class career, during 

which he made to two 1st XI appearances for 
Yorkshire. 

 

His pedigree shone through during the 1978 
season, as Birstall lifted the Central Yorkshire 

League second division title. Townsley 
dominated proceedings, with both bat and ball, 

achieving the individual ‘double’ by scoring 
over 1,000 runs and taking over 100 wickets. 

 



 

 
ERNEST BLAKELEY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Another star of the 1954 treble-winning side, 
Ernest Blakeley was a left-arm quick bowler 
who formed a formidable opening bowling 

attack with Herbert Hainsworth. 
 
 
 

His stature in local cricket was such that in 
1987 he could still be referred to as ‘legendary 

league cricketer’ in the Central Yorkshire 
League Golden Jubilee Brochure.  

 
 

 



 

 
 

Can you name the years? 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



JUNE HARRIS 
 

 
 

June Harris (above, middle and below, left) is a 
stalwart of Birstall C.C.. She has taken on a 

variety of roles at the Club and describes it as 
an ‘indispensable’ part of her life. Her help in 

compiling this Exhibition was invaluable. 
 

 
 



 

PHILIP HALEY 
 

 


