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Great Scott is the
hero in long histo

THE current Walsden club, which
has existed continuously since
IB70, had at heast two foneron-
TS,

Walsden's first recorded match
was playved on the land in front of
the bandstand on what, since
19140, has been Centre Vale Park

This wad an away match
the 2nd X1 of the Todmorden
chub,

Walsden have played on their
curment ground since 1870, bat
apparently  had two  former
grounds In thelr earlier incarma-
tions in the 1850s and around
1862

Thisse were at White Slack and
at Heights Houses.

The current ground was former-
Iy the site of Inchfleld MUl dam
and was leased o the club h;
ESmith of Inchfield Villa
members enrolled at that time
and the grownd was opened with
n 16-a-side match on 23 fuly
1870

As Walsden's major fundralsng
event of 1871, ‘X1 Gentlemen of
Todmorden and Walsden' played
Mi Dan Rices 14 Clown
Cricketers at 'Walsden on 21, 22
and 26 July,

The clowns had Lnde skill as
cricketers but entemtained the
crowd with their witticlsms and

contortioms at the fall of every

wicket
The first laidkes Cricket mmch in
Todmorden  was  played  at

Walsden on 6 june 1893,

Walsden played Todmorden 1o §

rise funds for the War Relief
Fund in 1914, and in o
the Centre Vale Military Hospital
in 1915 and 1916, the |atter
match realising the consderable
sum of £50

Arguably the most dominant

mmn]ll'r!n Walsden's history b

ranik Scoft, the bocal skgnatmin

In a long career he scored 6,175
runs and ook P66 wickets, and
his 1921 benefit fund ralwed £109

During the Sscond World War
the Home Guand, ARP amd A
TmnmE'Hﬂm“ all played game
on the Walsden ground

In 1954 the Walsden lst X1
Imspired by West Indion sub-pro
Evertonn Weekes, claimed thelr
fist  major  trophy,  Deating
Middietan by three wickets in the
Wood Cup final.

‘A double. aof sores’ was the
Todmoeden MNews and Advertlser's
undersiated verdict on Walsden's
triumphant scason of 1962 The
club won the Wood Cup and
became champions of the Central
Lancashire League fie the fimst
time
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{our series on Calderdala

| cricket clubs, produced by
Dr Peter Davies of the
Cricket Heritage Project at
Huddersfield Linfversity,
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Orver the decades, Waliden's whmen
members have made a massive contribu
ton 1o the clob's wellbetng.

Likewise the club's overscas profossion-
als, including Australian Trevar Chappell
and Pakistand Mobhain Khan
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FACT FILE

Founded. 1870
Ground: 5000 Strest
Loeal Lsndmaric figgs Garden Centre

WG.Grace

Greatest Moment: The 1962 Toutle’
Local Hero, Frank Scott — Walsdon's




