
STAR IN THE MAKING 
 
 

Profile of Basil D’Oliveira, Marsden CC, by Mark Bryans 
 
 
Basil D’Oliveira treated Marsden and their supporters to a cameo appearance 
when he played for them as a substitute professional during the Whitsuntide 
weekend in 1960. In the match against Linthwaite he smashed a magnificent 
century including hitting 30 from one over.  
 
 

 
 
 

The story of the coloured South African-born England all-rounder is that of 
legend. He was barred from representing South Africa due to Apartheid. He 
did, however, captain the non-white South African cricket team as well as 
represent the South African non-white soccer team. But after a glowing 
reference from sports journalist John Arlott, Middleton CC of the Central 
Lancashire League signed him as a professional. He later represented 
Worcestershire and England and ‘Dolly’ was even voted Wisden Cricketer of 
the Year in 1967.  
 



He was not selected for the England tour of his native country in 1968 and 
many believed this was due to pressure placed on the MCC by South Africa, 
who threatened to cancel the matches if D’Oliveira were to be included. After 
an injury to another member of the touring party, D’Oliveira was called in as 
replacement and the South African Prime Minister John Vorster hastily 
cancelled the tour. Many see this incident as provoking the sporting boycott of 
South Africa on account of their apartheid rule. D’Oliveira himself later 
revealed he had been offered a large sum of money not to go on the tour. 
 
 

 
 
 
D’Oliveira’s Test record speaks for itself. He played 44 matches and finished 
with a batting average of 40.06 (with 2,484 runs) and a bowling average of 
39.55 (with 47 wickets). Many cricket experts believe that if he had been 
spotted at an earlier age – he was 29 when he signed for Middleton - he 
would have set many records. 
 
Now at the age of 76, D’Oliveira is in ill health, suffering from Parkinson’s 
disease and living in a care home. His son Damian also played county cricket 
for Worcestershire for 13 years and is the current director of the club’s 
academy. Basil’s brother also travelled to England to play cricket, although he 
only ever represented his county, Leicestershire, on one occasion. 
 
The impact of Basil D’Oliveira has not been forgotten by his county or adopted 
country. Worcestershire named a stand at their New Road ground after him 
and in 2004 it was announced that the victors of any future Test Series 
between England and South Africa would become holders of the Basil 
D’Oliveira Trophy. 
 
 


