
 

THE EARLY YEARS 
 

HAZY BEGINNINGS 
 

1880s - ORIGINS 
 

General opinion dates the formation of Luddendenfoot St. Mary’s C.C. -  
predecessor club of the current Luddendenfoot C.C. – to some time in the 
1880s. There was an obvious link with the local parish church, perhaps 
with a group of local choirboys.  
 

 

St. Mary’s Church 
 

However, local cricket historian Andrew Hardcastle has discovered that 
cricket was being played in the village as early as the 1860s. 



 

LOCAL RIVALS 
 
 
 

EARLY CLUBS  
 
 
 

In 1862 a Luddenden Foot C.C. played some matches in ‘the meadow 
near the railway station, kindly loaned by Mr N. Whitworth’.  
 
Nearly 20 years earlier Branwell Bronte, brother of the famous novelist 
sisters, had worked as a clerk at the station.  

 
 

 
Brother Branwell 

 
 



 
 

A match also took place in 1863 between Luddendenfoot Rising Star and 
Luddendenfoot Jolly Boys, who met in a field loaned by Mr W.H. 
Thompson.  
 
 

 
 
 

These teams were no longer in existence when the current club was 
formed.  
 
 

However, by the 1890s another local club, called Luddenden Foot 
U.M.F.C., had begun to play matches at Top Shuttles, and from 1895 to 
1901 appeared in the Sowerby Division League. 



 

IN AT THE START 
 

1892 - EARLY LEAGUE SUCCESS  
 
 

In 1892 the first cricket league in the Halifax area was formed. It was called 
the Halifax & District Amateur Cricket Association League and remained in 
existence until 1922.  
 
 

 
 
 

Luddenden Foot St. Mary’s took part in the first season of the competition -
and were successful in the series of regionalised play-off matches which 
ended the season.  

 



LOCAL COMPETITION 
 

1895-1901 – SOWERBY DIVISION LEAGUE 
 

Around the turn of the century we come across a ‘Sowerby Division 
League’, with Luddendenfoot St. Mary’s a significant member club. 

 

Sowerby Division League Founder Members: 
 

CLUB  GROUND 
Booth   Booth (various fields) 
Copley  Copley Lane 
 

 
Copley Lane today 

 



Cross Lanes   Calder Holme 
Luddendenfoot St.  Ellen Holme, 
Mary’s   Luddendenfoot   
Luddendenfoot UMFC  
(Utd Methodist Free Ch.) Top Shuttles 
Mytholmroyd  Calder Holme 
Salem (Hebden Bridge) Foster Holme 
Sowerby Bridge  
West End  White Windows 

 

First Champions: Luddendenfoot St Mary’s 
 

Final Table 1895 
 

   P   W   D  L  P 
Luddendenfoot St. M.     14  10   1  3 21 
Mytholmroyd   14    9   1  4 19 
Booth   14    9   1  4 19 
Cross Lanes   14    8   1  5 17 
Salem   14    5   0  9 10 
Luddendenfoot UMFC   14    3   3  8   9 
Copley   14    4   1  9   9 
Sowerby B West End   14    3   2  9   8 

 



 
 
Luddendenfoot St. Mary’s followed their Free Press Cup triumph of 1894 
by winning the inaugural Sowerby Division League in 1895.  
 
 
 

The Cup was presented at a special match, The Champions v The Rest of 
the League, which concluded the season. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After the ceremony, ‘the victors were conveyed in a waggonette 
through the village, preceded by the Sowerby Subscription Band 
playing “See the conquering hero comes”, and wound up by sitting 
down to a first-class tea at the General Rawdon Hotel’.   
 



 

 
 

 
 

How the press reported the triumph 



 

UP FOR THE CUP! 
 

1895 - KNOCKOUT DEBUT   
 

In 1895 the Club made its first appearance in the prestigious Halifax Parish 
Cup competition.  

 

 
 



 

 



 

In order to enter the competition the Club had to pass a ground inspection. 
At this time the Club played at Ellen Holme which was situated next to the 
‘footbridge at Cooper House Mill.’ 

 



 

 



 
 
 

INTO THE BIG LEAGUE 
 

1898 - HALIFAX & DISTRICT CRICKET  
 

In 1898 – following on from its on-field success – St. Mary’s graduated to 
the Halifax & District Cricket League, which contained most of the area’s 
leading clubs. The Club had also moved to a new ground – ‘The Holmes’.  
 

 

 
 



CLOSER TO HOME 
 

1914 - HEBDEN BRIDGE LEAGUE 
 

On the eve of the Great War, St. Mary’s joined their fourth different league 
competition in 22 years. This time it was a move closer to home as the 
Club joined the Hebden Bridge League. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 

30 ALL OUT! 
 

1926 – POST-WAR BLUES 
 

Little is known of the Club in the years after the Great War had ended. But 
in 1926 – the year of the General Strike – St. Mary’s once again appeared 
in the Hebden Bridge League.  
 

Unfortunately, the successes of the pre-War era seemed to be a distant 
memory. By mid-season the Club were bottom of Division 1, and had just 
been dismissed for 30 by Eastwood.   

   
 



 
 
 

 



 

ANOTHER DECADE, 
ANOTHER LEAGUE! 

 

1936 - HALIFAX AMATEUR LEAGUE.  
 
 

The wanderlust of Luddendenfoot St. Mary’s C.C. was in evidence again at 
the end of the 1920s. In 1929 the Club left the Hebden Bridge League and 
joined the four-division Halifax Amateur Cricket League, where it stayed 
until 1937. By 1936 they had graduated into the 3rd division of the League. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 


