
EARLY YEARS 
 

OPENING UP 
 

1865 - FORMATION 
 

East Bierley Cricket Club was formed in 1865 – as is commemorated on 
the clubhouse walls today. 
 

 



 
It played its early games on a plot of land known as The Shay behind the 
New Inn. 
 

 
 



 

The club then leased some land on South View Road – owned by Lord 
Savile. 
 

 

 
 

Some early leveling worked created the embankment that is still the main 
feature of the ground today. 
 



MORLEY AT HOME 
 

1868 – EARLY FIXTURE 
 

One of the club’s earliest fixtures was at home to Morley Britannia (many 
clubs in this period took suffixes such as ‘Britannia’ or ‘Victoria’). 
 

 



BEAUTIFUL DAY 
 

1875 – AWAY GAME 
 

In 1875, they met Windhill away. ‘Day match’ could have denoted a fixture 
that took place during the day rather than at teatime or in the early evening. 
Note also the existence of a team called Bierley Britannia. 
 

 
 



ON THEIR TRAVELS 
 

1885 – HILL ENCOUNTER 
 

In 1885, the press mentioned an away game at Dudley Hill. 
 



LAISTERDYKE VICTORY 
 

1895 – CHAMPIONS 
 

The club won the Bradford & District League in 1895 – and this included an 
away victory over Laisterdyke. 
 



DOUBLE SUCCESS 
 

1898 & 1899 – TITLE TRIUMPHS 
 

The club won the Bradford & District League in 1898 and 1899. 
 

     



BIRSTALL VISITORS 
 

1905 – HOME FIXTURE 
 

East Bierley entertained Birstall in an ordinary – ‘friendly’ – match in 1905. 
 

    
                                          Birstall CC in 1900 

 



INTO THE BIG TIME 
 

1912 – JOIN BRADFORD LEAGUE 
 



TAKING A BREATHER 
 

1925 – LEAVING THE LEAGUE 
 

In 1925, East Bierley took a three-year sabbatical from the Bradford 
League. This included 1926, the year of the General Strike. 
 

 



OH HECK! 
 

1927 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP RUNNERS-UP 
 



GREAT ADDITION 
 

1933 – GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
 

In 1933 a clubroom was added to the existing facilities at the ground: 
scoreboard, dressing-room block and tea pavilion. 
 

 
The clubrooms today



WARTIME VICTORS 
 

1944 – PRIESTLEY SHIELD WINNERS 
 

      


