Aiming for third time luck

SKELMANTHORPE have been
waging @ cup campaign on three
frants this scason, and {heir Sy
cess has forced skipper Graeme
Hurlbant, who originally thoughe
that his club had bitten off more
than they could chew, ta have 3
rethink

A owell 3 winmming thrartigh  po
tomormow “s 3vkes Cup final, the Lid
gett Laners reached the sermi Fittals of
the Heavy Waallen Cup, where thes
were defedted By gvemnal winmers
Mirfield, and ihe area finals of the
Cockspur - Cup, where they  wepe
d in 2 rhy we-arenged mmteh
8t York

Thar lad 1o
and e one st
w1 nin

1 heetic Ninture pile.up

Plivesd Tive

hive

"It wats all getting a mit much We
were plaving more than lirst ol
wricherers do and we were 2l hat ing
WY It am our mormal jobs gs well,™
sitvs Hurlbpip

1 originally thought thet i was 4
bad idex 1o enter s o P
o, bun' I suppose our siceess in all
Thive shows 1 wis wrong

The plavers” ¢up commitments
don’t seem 1o have adversely affected
their league performances, however

Wirth the exception of o barren
spell midway through July, when
they lost successive matches 1o Mel-
tham (310 and Slaithwaine (5403,
they™ve continued to pick up poins
stesdily

Phisir sehedsbed Section A clash
at home 1o leaders Shepley carlier in
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SKELMANTHORPE are t
brate overseas man Shahid
ho's three v wrvice by |
@ benefie mateh ar [ idgen |
Hank Holiday Monday, April

The match will be between ;
dershicld League X1 and an [y
tinal League X1, featuring T
county cricketers

The  karachi-born 27-ve
oined  Skelmamhorpe after
with Central Yorkshire |
Hartshead Moor, Bradiord l
mhcliffe, Cemtral Lanc:
League Burnley and. Seotrist
Mortherwell

Hurlbatt ready tc
fire cup assault

ANOTHER chaprer i The Rise and
Rise of Shelmanthorpe Cricker Club

could well be written tomorrow

The Tormer Central |eague side m rhed

thesr Tirst season of H
crivkes in |9R7 by win
Section 1 wnder te e
nke Mike Bowarmo
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Under s leadership the club—who have
used just 12 plavers all season—have been
second in Section A" sinee the end of May,
steadilv closing the gapion pacesetters Shep-
lev, who before today s games were ahead by
Just one point,

They've also seen off four top fhight sides
in the Svkes Cup, and Hurlbartt sees no rea
son why a fitth shouldn't follow tomorrow.

“We're aiming lor the double and 1’5 my
job to make sure we get there, siarting
[OMOIrow.

“*It won't be casv, though. Slaithwaite
might not be doing so well in the league but
they've done us twice this season and beaten
two good sides on their way to the final.”

Not surprisingly, Hurlbart names Steve
Mace, Gary Binks and Andrew Smith-Butler
as the main dangermen.

**Mace is a prolific run-getter who, | hate
to say, seems to have come good in recent
weeks. It's not a case of containing a player
like him, we've got to get him in the tent early
on.

“‘Binks and Smith-Butler are also highly
capable. A wet wicket will suit them espe-
cially well, so I've been praying for good
weather this week!"’

Skelmanthorpe's obvious advantage
tomorrow, on what should be a good batting
track and fast outfield, is the strength of their
batting.

They fired out a warning last week by cre-
ating a new Section ‘A’ high-scoring record
with their innings of 321-5 at Broad Oak.

Hinchliffe hit 131, taking his league and
Sykes Cup tally to 721 in 20 knocks, while
Crosland cracked 112 to increase his haul to

439 in 19 innings.



&)ouble-chaaing Skelmanthorpe skittle Slaithwaite for 89 in cup triumph

ahboob’s 8-40

is final best ever

RUTHLESS Shahid Mah
boob ripped through the
Slaithwaite batting  an
rewrote the record books as
Skelmanthorpe
their first-ever Sykes Cup
thimmph with o 1 14-run win
ih vesterdav's final ar Kiek
Iii:;tlt1it_

Albumper [ 800 crowd — rhe
rkyg_—w single-day hgure in 10
viars—loaked onas Mahbooh
nyarked the slorious 12th by
-h‘-nlu'._u' down ¢ight victims.it
ajeost of just 0 runs. His bay
rage lasted. for 2101 sovers
(dight mardens) and created a
negw best Tor 4 finagl, beating
.“ill,lltgrl Armitaee’'s cieht Tor 43
for Elland against Hall Bowe
back in [4971
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