The new Holme Valley Echo newspaper has started serialising Cricket Heritage
Project club histories, starting with Honley CC and Holmbridge CC

Myl Walley Fcho Friday 30tk May J08 L]
Cricket Through the Ages
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|Aclub with a rich history.

DR PETER DAVIES, Leader of the Erl:lml H:rlll,gt I'mlu:t at the University of

Holmbridge Cricket Club minuis
book says that there wan o chisb with s
ground in Holme in 1568 bat visiing ~
teams felt It was ‘too far outl s B S
ﬁxluumpmmﬂrlwﬂm - o=
bullwieg this difficulty. & mstbess of &
players mobed 8o Holmbridge in the late B8

R, pvs thee Bridge Tavern and bebing St

Huddersfleld, turns his attention to Holmbridge.

1F708 150 & fiekl opposite the Commercial § r -
‘ld

Dl Chriseeh,
The present field s been the chub's hame
simue 1ERh B ows bevellind by noten ber amd
renbed from local millowners WH &1
Rarber mntll puschased from them on the
=l elstupe tn 1975
The grownd was pever the casiest o play on and a
wpokesperson froon the time ssid that 50 runs wa
iepmrded ai g oo woatfi” iih tha lrrr_\‘:ll“l'r |h]'l
Réparts i the Hobmfirth Express of the elubi
persentadian dinner in 1954 refer o remarks about
n incredible game in 1588 when Holmbridge were
* tlimminsedd for 35 - bt then Bowled oul loce] rivals
Scholes fur st 11 This prampied s |etter from
seapecne ugning himseli as The Lad from Scholes
Thee witer “well remembered sesing that maich aa
I wat ther o basd froe Schodes, juer &1 the beginning
of my mwen age” He told of & groers] fedling that

Holmbridge had alrendy kot the match with such o”

rw seaare - spparently the visitors were so confident
that  Fred Lockwood, uncle of Kenyoa Lockwoosd,
the Schoben captain, ook some of the Seholes
pactaties 1o th Comumereial Inn in amiscipation of
Scholes whnninhg easlly!

In 1905 Halmbieldge 151 X1 were crvwsed chamgions
al the Huddenifeld Asocistion Lesgue and also
Bifrdd the Lisnb Cuap,

The chubs joined the Huddersfield Centrsl Lengus in
1515 wi the same time as Lepmoor. Meltham, Schisdes
ars] Thosgsbrisdge

Hlllml:rudsr_ herwever, left the Ceenral Lenguee in 1814
wi the First World War meant an ocute shartsge of
plarens
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Holmbridye Crivhet Trom, phronpraghnd i= ke 1700

lust e year after me-jodning the Idague, the club

enjoyml b lirng Hoddersfiok] Central Losgur inccess

Im 1921 ‘I.'htln:l. X1 won the league and cup double,
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Because Haolmbridge beased their groand fiom a loesl
mill awner. the club was not alloeed o play sfter
dpm on & Sunday - sach was the
bomd that existed Between their
lendlord and St David's parish
whurch, jusd & dkx-hit mway fram
the crichet pitch on the other
side of Woodhead Road. This
meant any malch not concluded
by i had Lo e s jotiraed ustil
Mosuday.

Haolmbridge Cricket Chib almiost
dida’t  miretve  the 1560An
Extraoedinary Ceneral Mesting
wan held in 1968 ‘cemcerning
whether the dub still carries an
im nemsion, 196T] M fnemal pecord
of whet was mid st the maeling
exists; buil B was decided io carry
on and, indeed, soon ifterwards it
win decided to approach leading
player 5, Cartwright with 2 view
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1o s being engagied 5 8 professional, Bul by 1968 the
orisks had retarned and another EGM was mecessary
bfare Hur ‘dq.m penewed ihelr commitment fi
Woodhead Koad iv famens for the grass bank that
uuna alofgslde the beointdaryto the befl s yuis lsok out
froen the pasition A pood pwu-thinds of this banking
Wk ot ].hl!’lnﬂﬂ{md i 15 - b b B a0
i 15 nov I (e k- 1900w, Ehe wall om the demer dide
wah pebuilt I etwrers, b 1950, the pavilion bailding
wan extraled

1n 1975 a decislon wis tmsade io buy the ground o
£750 A sub-committes was formed fo coordinats
Fandraining efforts and the encouraging sum of £65
“:ﬂhﬂdmmml:wnﬂnﬁdln apply
fioe grant aid eo Kirklees Metropolitan Counal, which
way satresaful, and loar cliib memben, T, Swift, |
Teybor. | Bugth and B Gapper, becune trustee

S charming 0 Holmbridges pround that the
producens af TV serfes Last of the Sammer Wing
ange aaked permisadon 1o film sl ibe venue.




