Walsden CC: Established 1870, and still
doing the village proud in 21st Century

LIKE many cricket clubs,
Walsden have not had a
continuous existence since
their first formation in the
19th century.

The current club, which has
ously since

By cricket historian Peter
Davies

earlier incarnations in the 1830s and
around 1867,

These were at White Slack and at
Hd Huuses. The lafter was still
i n ground in the Todmorden

and DMstrict Cricket League until bt |

falded in 1959,

The current ground was formerly
the slte of Inchfield Mill dum and was
Jensed o the club by E. Smith of
Inchileld Ville. Back then, 137 mem-
bers enrolled st thet time snd the
Eround was la & li-n-side
masich on I3 July 1870,

oveni of 1871,
Todimorden

Walsden' played Mr

Dan Rice's 14 Clown Cricketers st (5

Walsden on 11, 12 and 26 July.
The clowna had Hile skill as erick-
eters butl entertained the crowd with

their wintlelsms and contortions at |5

Mmtﬂﬁeﬂhﬂmmia
ty throughout it existence. Many

locml hive used its facilldies,
mlnm‘ﬁmﬂwﬂuh whis
latter part

Todmaorden
June &, 1853, at n time when women
were just beginning to lE'iw for

odmaorden in a lesgue match
since 1596, Hut often since then there
hns been & challenge match between
the twe and, untll the last decmde,
these have been very compatitive,

"s major fundraising =
‘Xl Gentlemen af |
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Rivalry was never more fierce than
when the clubsy were bath in the
Central Lancashire hetween
1693 and 1896, After a Te wihe-
tory In 1594, one Walsden supporier
was moved to verse:

Think oot that Todmorden canmot
‘be beat; The tide may turn when next
wirld m“i\.ﬂ bring you joy - entire,

{
Lacal cﬂ:hl : It

lad their

uu;l'ﬂl during the
Tudmofdu [ ﬂlu
Tunds for the Relief Fand in 1914,
and In w of the Centre \-'ult
Military Hosplial In 1915 and 1916,

the lntter maich reallsing the consid-
eruble sum of £50,

In 1916 the ployers were asked o
forgn theilr usual half~pay broken-
thme payments for wages loat while
playing. In the same year the pavil-
bon, tea room and bhowling green

vilion were insured against damage

alr radd.

The club staged s own functions,
Including whist drives and dances,
amid In 1930 a ‘gramophone concert’
was held.

Arguably the most dominant per-

sonulity in Wilsden's history Is Frank
Scott, the looa] signalman.

In u long career ho scored &,173
runs mrd took 966 and his
1921 benefit fund ratsed [109 - o ms-
sive figure for the thine and not bad
for mn  mmateur! His obiiuary
clllmutd “He never bowled b wide or a

'F:"nk begnn a family trail (initially
through the Scott and then the
khr Emﬂhﬂ!} rI'III.I:'h continues o

presont k. & son, grandson,
anil great-grandson have all cap-
talned the Ist X1 while his two great
grear prandsons have both recently
made thelr Arst-tenm dibuis,

The legendary Scont inspired both
the name of the road alongside the
ground = Scoit Sreet = and the name
of one of the three blocks of fais
which overlook the ground = Scoti
House.

Dhuring the Second World War, the
Home (ward, ARI* and Alr Training
Corps all played games on the
Walsden anad the club provid-
ed o "“Don Bradman bat® 1o be raffied
an part of the “Tedmorden Wings for
Victory Week',

A ute for 15 March 1946 states:

“That the wsecretury write [wo]
Bur::mb%umu- i]ﬁw

In 1954 the Walsden 1st X1, inspiresd
West fndisn /

for the first time, sharing the tlie
with Sweckport nfter a dramatie final

the decades, Walvden's women
members have mude & massive con-
tribution to the cwb's wellbeing.

th.pplril nand Pakistani Mrulll-n.

Ehan, Walsden have also entered the

twenty-first century with an excellent

wobsaite:

www.waledencandbo.fenet. co.uk,

®With grateful thanks o Brian

Heywood for his resenrch on Walsden
i




