Harry Fretwell

1% XI Captain in 1980
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ONE HUNDRED years ago, &
roup of choirboys decided (o
orm 4 cricket team’ simply

‘or  their amusemeant he

club they formed was called

Mirfield Parish Cricket Club,

From its unlikely beginning.

the team has grown: an

become . one  of  Mirfield’s

","i""“‘ and most successful

b

And on Friday, the clob
celebrated its centepary al
The Marmaville Country Club
with & dinner snd dance —
and their special goest was
former England an marset
pliyer, Brion Close.

For more than 75 years,
local people have walched
cricket played on the pietur-
esgue . ground o Dunbottle
Lane is pitch I= a jmarked
contrast to their previeus ane
at Primrose Farm in Grossley
Lane, which subsided due to
nearby coal workings!) -
_+Things- have changed sinee
they first -~ moved o thiz
ground. The P|i|}'l,.!'.l.: argin-
ally had no pavilion and nad
o change in  the [nearby
public house, The Sheppers
Arms, now been converted to
collages. 1
Eventually, 2 small *iv'tl.mn
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waz built and later a ten room
was added, which was also
used as a committes and store

Tam.

Since then the club  hag
prospared. but hasn't had s
completely & h run. In the
summer of 1865, a large hole
suddenly appeared, where
groundsman! |Harold Smith
was cutling the grass. It was
at least &ix feet in diameter
and 12 feqt deap..

Tons of rubble wore useéd to
fill, the Rolé and members

ave up thelr time in order to
wve the ground rendy for &
gama the fpllowing Saturday.

The cause of the trouble
was due 1y a/tip at the bottom
of the ground In 1877 the
whole wickel had to be relaid
at & cost ol £5,000, when it was
found that garts of the pitch
had begu ¢ Fpple and sink
in places' Algain the dedica-
tion of the{ memberz, non-
members and ground  staff
ensured thatl ithe pitch was
rescued. !

During the past decadne, the

club has made large ste
forward, with npew - ll’:;
improved facilities

‘For many years the Presj.
dent was. the Vicar of Mir-
fleld, “but in rece#t tim
Incal businessmen have hel
the office — at presont it (&
Mr. Bill O'Doninell, of Ossett,

But at Mirfield Parish, the
members have made sure that
crickel s nol ~totally male
dominated. They have a good
ladies' section.

Over the years the ciub
have * won™ more than 50
trophies, including the Crow-
ther Cup which they won last
vear. Since the war, the club's
El:yeu have won  the

ngue's and President’s bat-
ting, bowling, and | wicket-
keeping individual prizes on
26 pecashons. I |

Many Teat and County
cricketers have alsb visited |
the club including Geoff Boy- |
cott, <Hay Ilingworth, and
John Edrich. Forelgn players
have also come 1o the ground,
Including Wasim Haja and
Madan Lal.

During the club's centenary
yiar, they are hold n&‘n:nem
H'Hniniﬂ- for, Geoff, Cope and
Barrie Leadbetter

Brian Close
(right) at the
cealenary
dinner with
Mr. Brian

ey Tatlersfleld
& (left),

3 treasurer, Mr,
o Bi O Donnell,
resident, Mr.,
ahn

Balmforth,

secrefary, and
| . Mr. Richard
-~ Ingham and
F o Mr. Harry
Fretwell,
f second and
first team
| capiaing. —
') i (RN




