
CHURCH DEBATE 
 
 

Steve Brierley on the Rastrick New Road link 
 
 
I’ve played since 1984 – for both senior teams. Paul Shepherd has 
also been around for quite a while: 29 years, I think, since he was 
14. 
 
 

 
1987 

 
 
We had a big debate in 1987 about the future of the club and our 
relationship with Rastrick New Road church. Should we stay as 
Rastrick New Road, or become Badger Hill, or maybe go for 
something that linked us to the church but not directly – like New 
Road? The big issue was playing matches on Sundays – and the 
church couldn’t give its blessing to that. 
 
Some people wanted a new start – and that’s why Badger Hill was 
eventually settled on. 
 


