HUDDERSFIELD'S industrial
and sporting past come together
in a new exhibition.

The textile mills and engineering
factories that brought wealth and
prospenty to the lovm also spawned
penerabions ol sporting men and
Women

MNowa new exhibition tells the s ¥ of
micket and industry in Kirklees

The display, entitled Foctories wnd
Full Tiosses!, explores the relationship
Fliween cricket and work in Huodders
dekd and districi

It has gone on show at the Textiles
lepartment at the University of Hod-
fersfield und will be there until the e
o Angust

It has been researched and designed
1 the Kirklees and Calderdule Cricket
deritage Project team at the Liniversity

MILL TEAMS
WHO CREATED
SPORT PRIDE
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1t charts many of the former works
and factory teams (hal played the
spuort

The town’s evening cricket Jeague
which is still going after almost 60 yean,
wus founded by men working at many of
the engineering (actories and the textile
limma

Cuba involved with that lesgue over
the years have included Britannia
Works, made up of stall at the giant
Hopkinsons plant at Birkby, David
Rrovwns and Stork Brothers

They plaved their matehes in the evar-
ings and shift work meant oflen moiches
went ahead without stur plvers who

had 1o be gt work

Project beader D Peter Davies sald
“Orver the past |50 yéars there has been
a Fascindting relationship  between
cricket and industry

"Industrialists established cricker
leaims 10 encournge 8 healthy lifestyle
amotg their workers and works teams
have boen very prominent in all the main
leagues in the area

“In addition, many erickét grounds
are located in the shadow of mills wnd
factories™.

Among the most famous works
cricket elubs are Hoplon Mills, Bradiey
Mills and Meltham Mills

The display features archive photos,
newspnper cultings, club and league
memaorabilin and a variety of ald
documents

Dr Ddvies said “The universitys

Textiles depariment seemed like & very
approprile venue for the exhibition

“Many 1extile companies had cricket
teams and, (amoeusly, one [ocal textile
bardn pul an advert in his Jocal paper
saymg. “High class wesver required
must be ahie 1o keep wicket'

“This ad says everything our exhibi
tion is trying (o say!”

The Caldlerdile and Kirklees Cricke
Heritage  Project received o £50,000
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and the Uiniversity of Huddersfield and
has generated a varicty of public out-
comes,  including exlobitions, confer-
ences, activity packs for schools,
newspaper features and cricket-themed
berilage trails

The exhibition nins until August

See www ckericketherituge org uk for
further informaiion

Taken from the Huddersfield Examiner




