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I‘ITEIING the entrance of the Nastrick

New Road Cricket Club provides some
difficulty to the uninitiated. The main road
constitutes a magnificent grandstand of
such :llmunaun that it appears foolhardy
to secure entrance unless some business is
on hand,

Lasat mk on a really lovely summer even-
ing, 7 vislted this pleasant spol anticipating that
Albert Bottomley would be on the ground. And
there he' was- busily coaching. advising and
eorrocting the faults of the “young “uns” under
his “onre.

As we watched the Imh practise on 8 matted
concrete wicket, liid by members: themselves, 1
obtained from s somewhat reluctant Alhert lhn
story of his association with the Raatrick New
memub and his servicea lo thc goma of
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-~ Albert Bottomley

In 1844 “ Bill ¥ Dennis was professional for
Kirkburion and when he joined the F'omu.hl i
was persupaded to depu for bim in a H&hﬁ- ! K
Cup ghme. The only way it was possibls {

B mu by turning professional, He duly signed

as “pro," asmsted Rirkburlon, and refurmed tnﬁtll
¢lub.  He was personally content to have didie
a good turn to the Kirkhurton ciub, but it teans
spired thal the Kirkburton officinls had takes a
Hking to this quiet, thoughtfil and excellent
ericketer, and he {ook dver the vaonnt position
for the remainder of ihe senson. He wis never
Interested in any financiad return frond-the game
of ericket. To him It wos & and & privilege

to play, and though he gontinued to play’ hr
Kirkburton diring the next two seasons |t was
purely as an amateur,

Again he returned home to give his muu "
time io his clubh. He disappolntad many by his |
retirement fromn actual piay to lake over the
duties of utnpice. Whenuhdﬁrmmh#; }
merely remarked: “ We couldn’t get an mn-]ﬂﬁ.;-,
&0 1 thou tltbmtndathujuhmymf What
& lypical Albert Boltomley action!

He i5 a vice.president of the Association
League and a member of tha émoergency com-
mittee; a vice-prealdent of Rasirick New Rond |3
and the “odd job man " In many ways. Although [
hie benioana the fact that practice is ot iaken |
serioualy enough by present-iay voungsters, he
had nothing but pralae for the lads of his club,
who showed A volumtary spirit so lacking in mu&;-
clubs. They do tha ground work and have been | B
using a four-bladed cutter, but thanks to o
special effort they will shortly have s hrand
new motor-cutter to ease the backache which: hu f
been thelr lot for a long, .aung time. « |

I hode n oheery gn-o&m;hl and left him to
gontinue his coaching. mﬂ my way out of
the ground and paused on “grandstand” to
view ths ground once again®

10 Thyadlr, " Yo don know E;:“‘““*mni‘ ik
said to “You
about 1t. How long i1 It sinee yeul h.dg:‘lo
a fleld with a hand cutter? How m*mtﬁm .
mile-iuuth others could play, ,wwlﬂd '




