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THE HISTORY OF BRADFORD CRICKET LEAGUE CLUBS

No. 24 SPEN VICTORIA C.C.

agesd Blank Holiday Manday 1914 wus

the durte af the Dt ever Century opui-

starl hetwsen Perry Holmis nd

Herben Seuhlle. If wws schioved for Spon Vie:
turren i n Yorkshine Coundil gasne ar Spei :I_uur
nEminer Brigitey . Spen Vidloge Bl i

caime Teom: H. Mortsmer whose 76 v, Windhild
otk Span o their fire Semmic Final 10 chat Semi.
Finnl theey wers indebied 1o Arsald Feaber
shunw, whi mede 4 wilishle SA% hedpng provads
i ol which proved safficens atier Winiersgill

Kewghlcy lor [0F, Hlmes (538 and '.ml.clllfr
146%) iben ¥nocked off the rum withoue being
paried, nl::.: it WF math parine i for York-
shire, snd al wirse Bald that s wsekot partmer-
ship seord of 555 st Levion ngainer Exes (n
1932, Ir was howrver. with Spen Viesorls that it
lisppened fira, thoagh itwis o liriber 17 yopm
belsre Hpai Vidans made ther Besdfood
Lazigun deibun,

A fine star was made wa e el VT season
with only tew defens in 20 Leagne games,
Ameng their pleyers was & stylish 19 year-oli
Ietsman of tremendins  proie, - e rEpsg
A% and niklug srxlih Sk, home sl away
ugaiiisl Gif - Howdon Him nisme was Fred Premice
ungl altbomgh Fred never wcioally reached the
hrl.!hll of & Holmes or Senkile, he wos ol
eiugh 16 play 341 Firsi-Class pmiches e
Lewopissrshare. He senred 54% o Haildan
Girren when Spen had their Bt Cup-Tie win in
18 Do rousd Of The 1932 gompeidion. Preatioe
wits il The imily plaver with the club at the time
demtined for b thimgs. Amhur Cecll Rhodis,
whis topped both Spens hillisg snd houding in
IS played Far Yoekahien ©1932-345 and took:
167 Firni-CEans. wickess winh hua fasemedium

Pnc.l"’.:.'llnl' thsedd fing stany the club shanped 1 [Tih
i AT though W Haistead hnd ihe Bonour of
mobching thair first century m ihe - Lesgue with
112% v, Bt Bieriay.

Wiwd thige hormever. wah im eniirely difforend
misiter, iy Spen with just one defent gualited for
- Chempionship play-off. Unalesiunsicty, iy
dailed By just Thores b Bowd foad, and ll'tl'l:l.l'.m
el e sot in for in 1954-35 positioms ol only
With amd [2th were & great disappolnement.

The eluly lind sever been past the 2nd Found of
the Ciip, when, in 1936 they not ooly did s far
the firsl dimw, but ihey went pno o win the
rrophy. A Walerhouse hefped heat Brighdaise
with %7, ad minrher poodd Balling pecformance

boewled Bl 10 o standsill and 1ok elght
wickens, Hobemmshaw's daughrer, Pailiog, mow
liking = chat Temous coicksl town of Padsey,
tild me recencdy Ut she wes giwats drageed
froos am =arly age o wetch [ail gpliving Tor
9|l|!|l Esentially she eopeyod i, amd moi mamy
famous players, and became one of o dvies
brewd, an ausograph hunter.

Bacting firs in the Fisal agains) LighselifTe,
Spen suspemndecd (heir inmmgs 2l 1526 . mkes
slkrerpd im thase dhys, 11w guite enough, foe
Wintersgill gat o wark sgoin, sok 5-31 4l
!||'Il!l'| Wafl thesi Ties| laispdy' by 37 nams

T i b nc spasnng folkneed (And and
fahj befors o 19048 the chib were hock b il
Final This dese their appenents = e Ecddeshill
aod alitwragh o wolal of 197 ksakod promiting
Ecdeshill feex only ane wickit im makieg Spen
Viziorin beaten finaliss.

Cae Gl Speen’s berwlers in Uil Final wis Encch
51 Hill, 2 ¥-wear-old Wisi Lodion far bowder,
Enody had four semons with Spen, Ses 43
Ll!IIFﬂ' wickem & 1938 Bing mereasdd jo 59
wickets () 16,73 ooe vaur luker, which iscluded
0 agnims Podsey

Codpe 148*, a club recard

Whien the 1590 semeon anmed Feed Preinase s
AvRdlabde Foom e Go Tene, wnd b sioned 85 v,
Crreal Hovban and 54 v, Tadldon: which. by a
shrange coincdence. wan 1he szmee twd oppo-
nents agai=s wliom he hed made %% saime yesm
previonndy. Miles Covpw s ponesd amil laker
that decade be tou wos 1o (ollow Prentice and
Rhodes into Coumty cricker. Amather new yali-
able signing wis Jahnme Lawpeneeg & wily pooghy
uinl leg-bruak bowler, who made his First-Class
deébut at 32 fem L9461 and pleyed 251 maches fog
Somersed. Hopes were high hir TR [Tohy and
1541 (3§ weee ﬂliﬂnllu-mnnllm in vigw af
T 1w o e oope had scorod L8 o

record the duh?:hl.ghm individual iotal, b

Ieam perniminicey Wers paoai, and gl i,
lew i P42 despily Wil Barber's smval, Spen
wire rclopated

Without fear of contmiliction | can siafe thay
T2 and 1548 were e [incsd sguwhin the club
his hnl, Largdly respomsibde were thooe wine
maem. Arthur Boath. boved League Creker, o
wrfal Betiman. B BR-aEn skows were hii
gresicsd amitrihution 1o be side. Dooth played
Couniy gricket will  Yorkshire, maiang his
b in [ULS, FOURTEEM YEARS AFTERL
HIS COLNTY THIAL. Then thers wi Chesrrgs
Pope, brother of AN be ooy & fasi-mediom
e lier who hd abrescty been an @ ne of Tadis
anid he was 1 play Test cicker in 1947, The
mhird  iember Was Arnodd Hamer, 6§ shoror
plapir who pliyed for York Cify. a Yoekshire
fad who had feo games for s ostive couniy
befare moving o Derbyshire whare be per-
tormel with distinetion. Thes three made Spen
a [ewred nidi. nnd in 1945 the clobwese Divisos
Twa . Busr ome delear in LY manhes,
ehirtces of which werg wom, Booll became the
firsd player b0 perfurm o hai-inck for the club in
the Bradiord Leagee. chis e did sgainst Pudesy.
Hamer's highest cosiribution was D& ugaimi
Lighictilfe, whilo Pope among mimy pocform
unces of mafch-winning cless had 811 sgains
Famsley and 7-[7 v. Eam Bieiley: Ar i seisim’s
el Booth (76 wickets nl 6.75) asd Pape (71
wnckets at TAN) wore lap two @ the Leapee
L STih

S0, It wat g 1o [Nvishon One e 1944, where
miaiy - Tesl bid Cplinky plovers awaiied e
mmvRl, Wesdin in Devision Che weni i
differendy from Division Twa, Spen loa jusi
three games and wen: champiivs sgain, Pope
Il 7 wiickets ol 11,22 amed Bloeh il wickets m
1295, mist s stamiling as the previos seassn, b
this wes after all the strongest ericker League i
e Waikl. Hinior 10 Il Leagor runs i
g 4l apd ilus formmdable wide, Fal ull
|:|'|1lar|:.|.r.inn: i expected o doowell o the Clegi
Ensy wins over Hovwling €10 Lane;, und Hesgliy
el 2 by hed Spem rewch the Seerm-Fimil
where waiting for them were Puldsey 5c, Lawr
emoz. Mow earlier in the season Pudsey thrashed
Spen and Pudseys Fa. 1 s Len Hstlom,




