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ALTHOUGH the origins of cricket in
Flnckton are mncertain, o feam repins-
enting the v wan playing matches
as early as 1

Pt no-one 16 absobutely cortam of the
formation dale of the cluh - and that &
why Flocikton OC have never fell able 10
ceishrute thesr coniedany

In itx early yenrs the chib ita
feime pames ol movvmie Salled The Rough
- Jursd 00300 ymrcds 1o 1he north ol |
currend grotumnd

Thi Reiagh doen’t sound [ the ideal
kil of vensie, nnil the search wai soon on
fior iomething betier,

In Jupe 1893 ibe Wakefield Exprom
ated that, The Water Superimtendem
huid reparied & water spill i Common
Erl, Flisckton, last Satunday but the
Water Watcher wins nowhene 10 be Tl
On beng questhoned b sinted b was
plaving cricket, It wan desided that asy
remuscrabion that the saicher meesived
o ihe cricket chab should he paid 1o
the Coupal.”

Appareithy, it waa in 1595 thet the
parish magnzine. The Lamp, reported
that ihe willage churchk - 5i. lsmes the
Cireal - hnd nesde u spocial grand of ose
4|m1|mntr¢m¢ to ke embrymiic crcke
chuin

Thue in the ear
wm & relationship
clubT

In 1% (he enchet clud staged & sue-
confiil - carmival ‘in anieiation with
Flockton Braw Band; aad in 1922 the
griounid was given in trast o’ Flockton
Crickrt Chib by the West Yorkahiee Jomi
Driseenct !\Im:n Wellurs Conmities.

This wun in onder to extahl 2 village
recrention gromnd for the wse of mine-
wotkers wnd (heir families

In the veurs that fellowed. the club
authoritses had plenty of work te do on
the ground -~ amd the players azd thedr
friemds i the wiflage did all the hard
winrk

Ty literally mude the ground them-
selven

In this, however, they were helpad by
the Tact that 1926 waa the year of the
Cerseral Snike, nnd s most Tocsl people

| days, maybe ihere
ween chafch and

P CRICKET HISTORIES: Flo

WINHERS:
Bk I flovesmbear
had plesity of thme on their handa

The Wakefield Express report
einl d horw ° v alterwurnls,
Flockton players ninde their way home in
their conveyunce, with the shsshd i frand
Al ihe top ol School Lase, Flockion, they
were ot by the local braw hand, who
played the team 1o the Angel Inn."

Here tlirse chern were gven for the
winpery, and in returm thiree chesm for (he
band. Laterin (he evening the band again
pluyed the victon lhmuﬁ'l the village.

In the late-19508 vhe clob's hnks wih
the Miners Wellare argani iatioh
remined strong.

The club was still a member of ile
Dieaby Grange League i the eatly
1%l

Unfortanately few moooeds remaln
from | this competition und oo lia of
league winmers seems o have @ wivived
Hiware, a dated 1963 ideales
ikt Flotkion € were again sinong the
mlversiar: in that year

While they wers members of the Wals-
Toeld & Dhistret Crickel Umion, Flockton
wan almsust éverything in sight

In 1972 aweership of the encket amd
recrediion ground - passed from ihe

Long histo
true date unknown!
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Mizers Welfare (o0 Kitklees Councl; anel
in 1977 Fleekton jolsed tlss Hudderdeeld
Central League, enboring & pmar of leams
wt the same tme m Alnotdbury Weslcy-
aty were addmitied

At the Cemimal League commmities
meeting of | July 1560, ‘A felter wa read
frosu ibe Flockion representative mpolo
ghimg for not’ stiending the previous
meetmg, bul he had jo pake his r.Ie 1o
Boapital 1o have i baby’

In 1984 (he clab recerved a £1.000
from; Kirklees Council 10 help t re-lay
the mjuane; amal in 1999 Flockton 2nd X1
pmesied 8 recond 408 for 3 ggaies
mime-man Bradley snd Colnebridge!

Adrizn Wilford aleo bagged o mamive
century in anoiber maich, agsine Dews-

M

In mid-smmer 2003 Radio 4 Birood-
canl & spocial documentary shoutl village
crichet m Wesl Yorkshire Thisrstomiand
wan Uhe setting - but the home sde just

ed to be plaving Flockion nhen
e BEC were at Marsh Hall Lane. On ak,
Harry Maruden was asked varjote quaes-
ticns mboul Flockion CC and the nature
of local beigue erigkel
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1050s Yo Badry Watson, Garald Semith, Roy
mrruuh-‘m Coni, Stusart Alkirs, Jos Sul.uurp.
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