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ONE THING is certain; when
the Beck brothers Paul and
Steven do battle in tomorrow’s
Parish Cup final at Sowerby
(1.30) — their mum Eileen will
be doing plenty of clapping.

Mrs Rl:c]']k is n::l only Wﬂﬁlﬁ’ No
1 fan but a greal admirer of local
crickel and would probably be
Hruiimg;“ Sowerhy even il nelther
Triangle nor Sowerby Bridge were
in action tnlnun’:'ri._'t_dj

“1 like local cricket and I like 1o
clap good play whether it is for my
lads or anyone else, "

Mrs Beck, who lives mi Pellon
Lane, Halifux, ks well aware, how-
ever, of the importance of lomor-
row’s game (o her sporting sons,

Steven (M) Ilm:IlTp ;:IIETI'iII'I_H]!
while Paul (41) takes his place in
the Sowerby Bridge side and their
maother says: “1 am very proud of
them both.

“When I watch them play I can’t
help thinking how proud my lhos-
band GeolT, who died 14 years ago,
would have been,™

Like every good mother Mrs
Beck stays absolutely neutral when
it comes to supporting her sons,

“1 never watch one of them (wa
games running. 1 always say ‘it is
your furn next’.

“Up to last year they didn't do
very well when 1 wemt Lo watch
them and 1 thought | was pulting
the mockers on them. But 1 will
definitely be going to the cup
final."

The late Geoll Beck played for
Wesley and then became an wmplre
in the Halifax Association. Steven
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. Eiteen Beck will be cheering on both her sons in tomorrow s Parish Cup

final even though Steven {left) plays for Triangle and Paul (right) plays for Sowerby Bridgs.

und Panl played much of thelr early
ericket with Halifax st Throm Hall.
Steven, a number six bat and occa-
sienal bowler, switched to Triangle
three years ago while Paul has been
i prolific runmaker for the likes of
Copley, Ilingworth, Elland and
Ilkley before moving back into the
Halifay U enene for his second spell

with Bridge n couple of seasons
ago.

Both have also made their marks
in other sports, Steven as Halifax
mmktrcmm on and Paul as a
top-notch goalkicker for Old Cross-
leyans rughy unfon team and o
more thun useflul soccer plaver,

Honours have been fairly even so
far in games involving the brothers
over the last two summers, both on
a team and personal level, but there
has been litthe talk about what
might happen tomorrow,

Steven said: *'1 see Paul on
Sunday mornings at my mum's
house and we usually uss the

previous day's cricket. But the sub-
ject of the cup final has not really
been raised.

*Paul is a good player — prob-
ably slightly better than me — but it
all depends on who does what on
the day.

“The leams are very similar in
strength but overall I think we are a

lluh-‘ stronger and more consis-
tent.""

Paul was similarly complimen-
tary about his brother: “‘He is a
confident player and can be n very
destructive batsman when in the
mood, "

Sowerby Bridge were well beaten
in the league by Triangle last Satur-
duy and Paol, who dissppointed
with the bat after Nying in from
Florida at 6.0 in the mormning,
admits his side are unde 3

““'We are going to have to bat and
bowl well and take our chances if
we are to win. Triungle have had
the Indian sign over us in the two
league games this season and if we
lose against them 1 think it will be
very difficult to stop them complet-
ing the double.

*They are what 1 call a u'Llcnl
Halifax League side. They have
some very forceful batsmen and if
two or three of them come ofT they
can soon rattle up a good score,

*They also huve a strong bowling
line-up 1o te you down and take
wickets if, as is often the case, they
have scored a fair total."”

Most of the Sowerby Bridge
players have nol featured on centre
stage before and Paul knows his cx-
perience tomorrow could be vital to
the side. He has already tasted
Parish Cu twice with Cople
and once Eiﬁn-l{hgwmh. m:npllngr
the man of the match award (wice.

Like Steven, he would love to pot
on & geod show for watching mum
Eileen.

“Win or lose, [ just hope it is a

good game,"



