A key decision
put on the line

By PETER SNAPE

A BIZARRE ‘“six or
catch'' controversy
involving  Yorkshire
Colt pace bowler
Graham Liley provided
the decisive moment as
Holmfirth moved into
joint second place in
the Huddersfield
League with a four-
wicket win at Lascelles
Hall.

Holmfirth, earlier
apparently easy winners,
had slipped to 140-6 with
42 needed off the last
seven overs when the left-
handed Clayton drove
home captain John Shaw
te long-on to Liley whose
throw had run out Gary
Jakeman the previous

over,

The fielder held the
chest-high catch two-
handed a good 18 inches
inside the bound but
the force of the ball saw
him stutter slightly back-
wards and then side-ways.
Liley exultantly claimed
the cateh only to see
umpire Arnold Darlington
signal six.

As Liley protested Mr.
Darlington and mos1
the fielding side went io
the boundary to in i
the scene accompanied by
considerable verbal
advies from the -
tators. At last Mr,
lington again signalled six
having to stop the game a

(J-}JE;BL\J

few balls later (o warn one
spectator that he would be
removed from the ground
if he did not calm down.

Liley said later: "It was
a fair catch; I didn't go
over the line. I am not a
cheat.” 5haw added: "1
thought it was a good
catch

*His foot went on the
line,” said Mr. Dnrlinﬁtm.

Sp who was right? Even
though standing only
eight ls'ards from the inci-
dent I could not be sure,
the situation being com-
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plicated by the two-inch
gully separating the field
and boundary boards. In
any doubt the batsman
receives the benefil so
that decision was prob-
ably correct.
en came off the next
two overs before Shaw,
whose spin had consis-
tently troubled the wisi-
tors, surprisingly and
fatally took himself off,
Clayton, with his second
six and Fletcher plun-

of dered 15 off the 46th over

from his replacement
Shetty and it was now
d ill all the way with
Fletcher striking the win-
ning boundary off
Marner, son of Lanca-
shire’s Peter, with six
deliveries to spare. Clay-

ton, five at the Ume of the
‘catch’ contributed a cru-
cial unbeaten 34

Opener Thornton had
Eﬂna te a brilliant catch

y Brook at backward

int hefore Brewster and

ocking added an
untroubl 78 for the
second wicket. But Shaw's
spin put on the brakes
and with Glendinning
stumpmf two to go with a
catch off Liley to dismiss
Rajinder Amarmnath,
brother of Indian Test
batsman Mohinder the
home side forced their
way into a slight advan-
tage.
The first hour in which
the rain-affected pitch
helped Holmfirth's seam
howler was also vital with
Fletcher recently
recruited from the
troubled Huddersfield C
and AC club with Gag
Jakeman, and Boo
restricting the runs to 18
from the opening 14
OVETS:

But Hall and Shaw
added 72 impressively for
the second wicket and
Marner and Nichols con-
tributed some important
late blows.

Hall's dismissal for 66
was also controversial.
Going for a quick single
he was obstructed  acci-
dentally in mid-pitch by
Bruece Jakeman as Holm-
firth’s captain went to
field the ball.

Hall had no chance of

Second-placed pair still
in relegation peril

HOLMFIRTH and Meltham share
second place in the Huddersfield
League yet are only eight points above
bottom club Hall Bower such
%léiiuely intense competition (writes

ER SNAPE).

points araied nine

the bottom two Hall Bower and
Bradley Mills both gaining four points
the logjam is even tighter with only.
champions Elland, 13 points ahead and
certain to retain the title,

Seemin
out of the pack.
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clubs and bat lower down. The pitches
roved and the bowling is not

the days before
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but with

going.”
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on ong top line
aften an opening
“There are some good sides about
and the League has evened up, prob-
ably because of the introduction of the
excellent one overseas player limit,"
said John Shaw, Lascelles Hall ca
“Elland are perhaps in a slightly
false position so far f
closeness of the rest will keep interest

the League went open-and clubs relied
rofessional who was 3-37

ler.

in.'
n front but the

By gaining only one point on Satur-
day Lascelles Hall, §
next Sunday, are one of the [our clubs
on 25 points immediately above the two
relegation spots, an issue that is
certain to be unresolved until the final
games on September 13.
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making his ground as the
bowler Fletcher flicked
off the bails — all per-
fectly legitimate thou
one suspects that had the
me been south of Wat-
ord rather than at the
ancestral home of York-
shire cricket the batsman
ight have been recalled.
hat incident had the
tongues wagging at the
tea interval; it was as
nothing compared with
what was to follow.
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Elland in
final again

ELLAND, winners of the
Yorkshire Champions
Trophy for the last two
seasons, beat Morley in a
tense fimish yeste to
set up a repeat of last
year's final against Pud-.
sey St. Lawrence on Aug-
ust 31.

Rain reduced the match
to 31 overs a side and
Morley made 1204 with
Curry taking 335 and
Sutton, the opening bat,
making 43 n.o.

Elland’s opener Bradley
hit 57 n.o. to see his side
home with three balls to
spare, despite Exley's

120-4 (A. Sutton 43
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