
 

LATER YEARS 
 

WHO’S THE BOY? 
 

1945 – LUMB CUP WINNERS 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

12 NEW ROAD HEROES 
 

1950 – CUP VICTORY 
 

In 1950 Rastrick New Road scooped the Crosland Trophy. 
 



 
 

ENTER ‘CHUCKER’ PEEL! 
 

1950s – MATCHDAY PHOTO 
 

 
 
 



 

UMPS, BATS & TROPHIES! 
 

1960 – PAIR OF CLUB PHOTOS 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

TOILING AWAY 
 

1963 – PREPARING PITCH FOR SYKES CUP TIE 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

SWINGING SIXTIES 
 

TEAM PICTURES 
 

 

1964 
 



 
 

 

This photo is from the 1960s – but can you pinpoint the year? 
 



 
 

 

1968



 
 

LEADING THE PACK 
 

1971 – SECTION ‘A’ TITLE 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

And who is the scorer in this 1971 team picture? 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

RAIN STOPS PLAY 
 

1972 – FLOODED GROUND 
 

         



 
 

WHO’S IN THE HAT? 
 

1976 – CAN YOU NAME THE UMPIRE? 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

HERITAGE & NOSTALGIA 
 

1977 – HISTORY ARTICLE 
 

 
 
 



 
 

SUPER SUE! 
 

1980s – TAKING ON THE MEN 
 

The 1980s saw women finally beginning to gain acceptance as equals 
with men. Trevor Bottomley believed this applied to local cricket too.  
 

He registered his daughter, Suzanne, the Club’s scorer, as a player. 
When they were short of players, Sue put down her pencil and picked up 
her bat instead. 

 
 

Sue remembers that the opposition often didn’t know how to bowl to her, 
thinking they had to be ‘gentle’. However, Sue was no slouch with the bat 
– her favourite shot was the square cut - and the opposition would often 
end up collecting the ball from the wrong side of the boundary rope. 



 

BRING ON THE 
BADGERS! 

 

DECEMBER 1987 – NAME CHANGE 
 

In 1987 Rastrick New Road Sunday School C.C. wanted to join the 
growing number of clubs playing cricket on Sundays.  
 

The Sunday School, however, were opposed to this, and they faced a 
difficult decision – stay with the Sunday School and don’t play on 
Sundays, or go it alone? 
 

 
 

Following much soul-searching, the Club decided to break away. The 
Club had to change its name, and so ended an association which had 
lasted over a hundred years.  

 



 
 

They decided to take their new name from the name of their ground - and 
the Badgers were born. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

AMICABLE SPLIT 
 

1988 – END OF AN ERA 
 

The end of the association between Rastrick New Road Sunday School 
and the Cricket Club was an amicable one.  
 

While the Sunday School did not agree with playing cricket on Sundays, 
they saw it as a matter for the cricketers’ consciences - and did not 
condemn the Club for its decision.  

 

 
 

Indeed, Steve Goodall, a lay preacher at the Sunday School, continued to 
play for the Badgers and was Secretary of the Club until about five years 
ago – but he never played on Sundays! 



 
 

TRAGEDY ON THE FIELD 
 

1989 – TREVOR BOTTOMLEY 
 

 
 

On 3 June 1989 tragedy struck Badger Hill when Trevor Bottomley died 
during a match. Trevor had been a hardworking and long-serving member 
of Badger Hill Cricket Club both on and off the field. He is greatly missed 
by his family and the Club. 
 



 

LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN 
 

1990s - INTO THE HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL 
 

In the mid-1990s, Badger Hill graduated into the Huddersfield Central 
League after decades in the Huddersfield Association. This meant away 
matches in Batley, Dewsbury and on the outskirts of Wakefield, Barnsley 
and Sheffield. 



 
 
 

CLUBHOUSE DISASTER 
 
 

2002 – CLUBHOUSE FIRE 
 
 
 

The Club was disappointed to miss out on a large development grant to 
help build a new clubhouse.  
 
Just as it seemed that things couldn’t get any worse, they did!  
 
 

 
 

In 2002 vandals torched the ‘old’ clubhouse – and the Club was left with 
nothing. Except the ground and its stalwart players! 



 
 

Many Badger Hill players felt that after the fire the end was near for the 
Club. But not everyone was prepared to give in. The community that is 
Badger Hill C.C. began to fight back. 
 

 
 

Club members spotted two cabins in the local paper, free to anyone who 
could take them away. At least the Club was able to make a new start. 



  
 
 

THE BADGERS’ SETT 
 

HOME FOR TEA 
 
 

Cricket wouldn’t be cricket without the tea interval. And without the Club 
women, the Badgers would starve! 

 

 
 

Faye Crowther, Joanne Brierley and Pam Brierley are pictured here 
laying on a magnificent buffet tea. 



 
 

BRIGHT FUTURE 
 

CLUB TODAY 
 

In 2005 the Badgers are running two teams again and new players are 
slowly swelling the number of Badgers at Badger Hill.  
 

There is still a long way to go before the Club is able to re-live the heady 
days of the post-war period, but there is a wonderful spirit of community 
at Badger Hill - from the Chairman right down to the Tea Ladies - that 
binds the Club together.  

 

 
 

From the friendly greeting that everyone receives – ‘Can you sign joining 
papers now please?’ – to the obvious fun the players and spectators 
enjoy together, the future is looking decidedly better.  
 



 
 

 
 


