John Balmforth

John Balmforth was secretary of the club from the early 70s, when the first
extensions to club premises were made.
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Last night was a big occasion for Mirfield Parish Cricket Club, for the Dewsbury and District
Cricket Loague club officially opened new clubhouse extensions and performing the opening
coremony was Yorkshire an E"f"“d cricketer Geoll Bo{mll. Boycott, now a member ol the
Yorkshire commities, s pictured {right) with Mirfield club secretary John Bamforth (left) and
president Bill O'Donnell
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John Balmforth, far left, Brian Tattersfield, second right, and

groundsman Gilbert Porter, near right, relax during a home match




CRICKE
KNOCK

-ONE HUNDRED years ago, a
group of choirboys decided to
form a cricket team| simply
‘for. their amusement. The
club they formed was called
Mirfield Parish Cricket Club.
From its unlikely b%{iﬁning,

the team has grown. and .

irfield’'s
cessful

become one of
strongest and most 5
clubs |

And on Friday, the club
celebrated its centepary at
The Marmaville Country Club
with a dinner and dance —
and their special uest was
former England andgﬂbmerset
player, Brian Close, |’

For more than 7§  years,
local people. have watched
cricket played on the pictur-
esque. ground in Dunbottle
Lane. This pitch is a marked
contrast to their Previous one
at Primrose Farm in Crossley
Lane, which subsided due to
nearby coal workings!| .
~'Things have changed since
they first moved fo this
ground. The players| origin-
ally had ne pavilion and had
to change in the |nearby
public house, The Sheppers
Arms, now been converted to
cottages. ;
Eventually, a small |I:|avilmn

“was due te alti
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was built and later a tea room
was added, which was -also
used as a committee and store
room.

Since then! the club hag
prospered, but hasn't ‘had =
completely smooth run. In the
summer of 1865, a large hole
suddenly _appeared, where
groundsman! |Harold Smith
was cutting Fhe Erass. It was
at least six feet in diameter
and 12 feet deep..

Tons of rubhfe were uséed [o

fill _ the hole| and members

gave up their time in order to
have the lground ready for a
game the following Saturday.

The cause of the trouble
at the bottom

of the gnou In 1977 the

whole wicket had to be relaid’

at a cost of £5,000, when it was
found that parts of the pitch
had begun to ripple -and. sink
in places.| Algain the dedica-
tion of the| members, non-
members and ground staff
ensured that the pitch was
rescued. 3

During 'JIJ past dgcade, the

| |
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club has made large steps
forward, with npew  and
improved facilities: T 1
‘For many years the Presi-|
dent was.the Vicar of Mir-|
field, ‘but in receat times
local businessmen have held |
the office — at present it is|
Mr. Bill O'Donnell, of Ossett,

But at Mirfield Parish, the
members have made sure that
cricket -is not —totally maie
dominated, They have a good
ladies' section.

Over the years the club
have ' won more than 50
trophies, including the Crow-
ther Cup which they won last
year. Since the war, the club's

layers have won the
.eague's and President’s bat-
ting,” bowling, and| wicket-

keeping individual prizes on
26 occasions. T -
Many Test and County

cricketers have alsb visited

the club including Geoff Boy-

cott, -Ray . Illingworth, and
John Edrich. Foreign players

have also come {o the ground,

including Wasim Raja and

Madan Lal.

During the club's centenary
year, they are holding benefit
evenings for, Geuft}| pe and
Barrie Leadbetter.

Brian Close
{right) at the
centenary
dinner with
Mr. Brian
Tattersfield
(left), :
4 treasurer, Mr,
! Bill 0'Donnell,
S president, Mr.
- John
§ “Balmforth,
 secretary, and
- Mr. Richard
4 Ingham and
+u Mr. Harry
S Fretwell,
§ second and
first team
captains. —
{RN).




