In March 2005 the 1°' Pennine Cricket History Conference was staged at the
University of Huddersfield. Many local cricket enthusiasts came alonq to listen to
the guest speakers and engage in discussion
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Peter Davies welcomed guests to the Conference
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Gricket conference is a first

By KATIE CAMPLING
MNews Reporter

HOWZAT! Hudders-
field is set to stage a
cricketing first.

A conference — entitled
The Heritage and Hislnr}y
of Pennine Cricket — will
be held on March 19 al
Huddershield University.

[tis thought to be a first
ever academic conlerence
to focus on the history of
local league cricket.

It is organised by lec-
turer Dr Peter Davies and
PhD student Robert
Light, both from the uni-
versity’s history depart-
ment.

Mr Light will speak
about local league cricket,
along with Brian Hey-
wood and Tan Tomlinson,
while guest speakers Prof
Jeff Hill and Dr Jack
Williams will speak about
cricket in the inter-war
y::ar:i.

H CONFERENCE: Dr
Peter Davies

The event is part of a
lottery-funded project Dr
Davies and Mr Light are
undertaking to investigate
cricketing history in
Kirklees. Last August, the
pair received a £43,000
grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund for the
two-year project.

They aim to create a
cricketing archive for the
area, focusing on the
social history of the game
over the past 200 years

mformation plagues will
also be placed outside all
Kirklees cricket grounds
as part of the project.

Mr Light, 39, is an
experl on cricket in the
Victorian era, while Dr
Davics, 38, of Salendine
Mook, has lectured in his-
tory at Huddersfield Uni-
versity for 13 years

Dr Davies, who believes
historians have oflten
ignored sport in the past,
published a book last
August to coineide with
the start of the project.

Foar the book, entitled
Pennine Pitch, he visited
all 46 league cricket clubs
in South Kirklees taking
photographs, chatting to
locals and learning about
the history,

@ Admission to the con-
ference is free and it runs
from 10am to 4pm.

For further details, con-
tact 01484 472606.

katie.:;amptlng@exarnrnnr.m.ﬁk
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Brian Heywood spoke about the history of Todmorden CC and the schools
activities he has producing as part of the Project




Professor Jeff Hill talked about the history of Lancashire Leaque cricket
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University
opens the
innings!

Gonference makes history

THE first-ever conference
about the history of local
league cricket has taken
place in Huddersfield.

The conference, entitled The
Heritage and History of Pennine
Cricket, was held at Huddersfeld
University on Saturday.

It was organised by Hudd-
ersfield University lecturer Dr
Peter Davies, 38, and 39-year-old
PhD student Robert Light.

Both work in the history
department.

Mr Light spoke about local
lzague cricket, along with Brian
Heywood and lan Tomlinson,
while guest speakers Prof Jefl Hill
and Dr Jack Willlams talked
about cricket in the inter-war
Vears

The conference was part of a
National Lotterv-funded project

By KATIE CAMPLING
News Reporter

Dr Davies and Mr Light are
undertaking to investigale crick-
eling history in Kirklees.

They have received a £43,000
Heritage Lottery Fund grani for
the two-year scheme.

Dr Davies, who lives in Sal-
endine Nook, said; “Cricket is a
real passion of mine, 5o now it Is
like a dream come true.

“This was just part of the pro-
ject. We are planning to tour
ibraries and even pubs with exhi-
bitions about the history of
cricket in the area,” Dr Davies
added.

katie.campling
Eexaminenco.uk

B HISTORIAN: Dr Peter Davies with some of the cricketing memorabilia on display
Picture: Paul Walch (128014
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Dr Jack Williams spoke about WO and cricket in the inter-war
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lan Tomlinson from Keighle CIIe e focused on the financing of cricket




