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THIS week seas
the starf of a
new featura on
Cricket and the
Community in
Batley. The series
of arficles has
been written by
DR PETER DAVIES,
project leader of
the Cricketing
Heritage of
Calderdale and
Kirkleas, and the
first one focuses
on Mount CC In
Mount Pleasant.

ALTHOUGH compatitive cricked and a por.
manant home wore stlll some way off,
Mount Cricket Club was formed by seven
Aadan cricket epliasdasts in 104

In 177 Mount CC beyan thakbr tenaney st
e Kirkless Councll-owned
Pari. In the same yoar (he cluh took. s bow
In compalitive ericket, jolning the Dews.
Lrzry and District Leagoe

That flrst sensein ended with a ninth-plecs
fendsh b Section © after the hesm won sby of
the 30 matches they

Alber twn senson of competitive cricket,
Aenent €O soooped the irst of many sague

impianah
By 1984, Monini's socond X1 was starting
10 ezl the

wucoesd of the
Mrst XI. That
yaur saw the
club bag the
I and

Distriet

Mpuni have
alwavys
encouninred

wrEal

when  thay
Muk;::-d. o
progress Tl
menior lengus.
The main stium-
bling bleck has

nately, tho playing
nren and facilition
have not been
dommind 1o ke suli-
able by league
Inapeciors.

Thus, the club
has searched for
other wars to give

ATTANEFMER] WAL
muide with strog-
gj_-n; Chickenlsy

et
Tn.f Yorkabire
Inm:ﬂ'-ul'r::g
became Mount
first X1. However,
ithe srrangsment
with Chickenlay
‘wanm ot b hest.

The club’s first X1
had alse jolned a
new LMdeLlLI.:

the

competition,
Buhnﬁ .lu;
 highsr stardland of

The continued

1899 awards night,

chhl'nmll\'lnf
Yorlahire COC, and
Raj Williama, Secre-
tary of the High

prime com:
cormat Mount
throgghout
the clab's his-

oy,

Im the lake-
1¥iits  great
sirides were
inken w
snnure that
guality cosching
cauld be provided.
At the end of one
20 Hmul i

YUrs

nroliod on the ECH
o,

Thie sticoess of the

mised
County = Cricket
Club,

In 2002 the
of Maunt CC
nnrr EELE
hrought to
E““m“‘“‘““'““
L]
article in the kighly

Sport  Monthly
Wl
maguzine
Afer the club's

i tha Dales Connct, by
:ﬂmlmiﬂh
ha opportnl

:riﬂnhlh

p?l’l time they

mm iR

nataly,

llunlﬂ:

N 1]
lmw:’
function.

the relationship
with Howilen
Clough was short -
lived. Howwver, in

E-n Hight, with
unt setting up
with Staincitfi

::l"h community
ket club in

8 [y Darviess anad Risks
Eight have eo-wril-
ten thres boaks
absout the histry of
hoeml ericiord und the
serios (n called 169
ol Our. They are

grtﬂ“l ekl
lekot Harltage

mr.l‘nhd. and

Dawsbiury
Bw.h ut Crack-

bury.
The books are

Press: Calf otans

4T30S or more
infornaation.



IT WAS im the 1M0s, we nre told,
that ericket was Nirst kn
[Batiey. The probabibity s in
samie form, ericket reared |ty
hend much oariler,

O ey daite in the etinergence
af erigked in Batley was 1062,

when an ALl X1 visdiod
IBartley aEwd baanl Lhet oo nide by
B ram

This sporting spactacke would
have Inereased interest in the
smiiryonic game. I ks no coinck
dence that o year lnter, Batley
Cricket Club was foanded is s
cosiat to Frince of Walss CO.

By 1880 Lhe chub had sat up
home at Monnt Mleasani, and
Tenn joined by other kool
men, including rughy players
who had s=t up Batley RFC -
later to becume known as The
Cadlant Youaths
South of *"u'f.;;' ina X1 played

u an e
againat 20 of gldﬂ:l.
the visitors I.rﬂl.ﬁrd the greal W
O Girace.

The maich wan played in fromnt
af arcind 4,000 fo 5,000 peagpls
Girnee sonivd 4 and & ks the ol
Ay woon bry 1) wichots,

Twro yedrs afler the United
South of England vislt, Ratley
Aol di the Anstralben touristy,

The Australlan side was for-
midable, and [neluded the
demof (st bawler Fred Spal-
forth

RARST CLASS

O Sepdember 17, 10, Moun
Flessnnt hosted ks Drel amnd las
firnt-cluss fixture, betwosn T
Emmati’s X1v R G Barfow's XL

I thye enrly yemry of the Heavy
Woollan Cup, Batley's record
wan onky bettared by that of Hs
joruat rival and Savlle,
1t corsiested 10 Anals before 1014,
winning five of themn

Historically, Batley have
always been one of the moal
colourful and comtroversial
ﬂuhﬂl.n II'I.? eampetition - for
exzmple, pulting the
of tha victorious mm
wiihy irnse sods b bin.

Datley have alao been one of
Elsn Mot imporiznt clabs in the
histary of the cup, competing and

ahmost overy yoar they ure
theit firikrih mosd successfial club
in the hisisry of the competition.
On 13 pccasinds the trophy
has gone ko Mount Pleasant but
oraly theree of thws were since the
e of the Second World War.
Thie cup fnal has been stnged

ol Mount Fleasant 10 times, 8 Cups -

tatal only excesded by Savile
“Town nesd

In the l-hm-im Shaw,

titlon - in the shape of local
emguers and cups - was sl soma
ymars away. What therefore

winbod wons am informal

During this era the club’s
most femous personality was
Laats Hall, u dotsr aperilng hats
imamn and known locally as “The

Glnnt",

Irs Uhe st half of the twenti
eth century, Batley won their
fair share of Heavy Woollen
eriumphing in 1900, 1906,
1911, 118, KRR, 1500 and 1541
Under the caplaincy of P

Tty ntneresed to the Can-

tral Yorkshire Leagus 2nd X1
First Diviabom titde in 1560 They
also won the champlonshiy the

natwnrk
of inter-iown friendly fixiures
paiches.

following year, 1947, wiih F Hirst
akipper.

I 19677 Hartlery’ wrem thee Cioniiral
Yorkahion Leagae First Division
under ihe caplalney af Sally
Adam. In the same year they also

aup
15086 wua also an eple year for
IDC. They won the Contral
Yorkshire League Firm Divi-

Batley C
the Aussies

winn. tha Jack Hampshire Mamoe
rial Trophy Lst X1 Cup, the York-
shire Council play-offs, the

Heavy Woallen Cup and the
+ Crowther Cup XI).

H-dmhndlb&uwlh:h'hm
with players as ofhers
m,ﬂum

incorporabes changing
rooms, & (64 Foom Eren amd

] gidiet,

Crwar ihe years, the cricke
wliah has jrat oo an armay of secial
ovani i with
discon, race nights and prize
druwn

Todny, Datley CC stands na
ane of fh imost clubs in
the area and boasts a distin.
palsbved history mnd heritge.

the Heritags Lottery Fund.
Copies are frem Diews
bury Books at C_l;l.:hnﬂn
Lane, Dewsbury. bl are
published by Shjgmu Press. Cull
mmgm fior more informa-
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HANGING HEATON Is the next club in our

P e

special summer feature on cricket and the

community in Batley.

The series of articles has been written by Dr
Peter Davies, project leader of the Cricketing
Haritage of Calderdale and Hirklees, which has
been running over the last two years

ub

with

A past
shrouded
IN mystery

HE orighing of Harmsglog

Heakon Cricket Club, and

off erscieot in Hanging
Heaton mors generally, am
ahroadsd In mystery.
Wa know that in 1874 thers wers
i Harngging Hestom leams
Fentisring in the locul presa
Herwarver, mround 1670 - the
e=nerally sooopried dabe of
formuation of Hanging Heaton
CC - there are o munber of
wilkagm tenms fulfiiling Axtures
i gakn Db attention of local

papers

In 1876 we comne scross Flanging
Hestoh Young Britannka, In 1877
W ENCOUNET & taarm eafld
Harsging Hoatnn Mitaal
Imgroynmetl. A thind team
{thire neay well have b
ather) and cortainky the inam
that seama to be the most
mutnhiished (with o regular,
expanding Mxtare lis fom 0%
anrwaris, arul also two teems - 8
int and 3ne XT) 16 Aanging
Heaton Now Star,

Hanging Heatan Kew Star's
alfllation b igiclens, Was it a
group of frienda? A team linked
16 4 bacal public hotme? Oir even
comnectd 1o the loenl Ebensonr
Methiod|st Chairch?

Hanging Floaton OF made thetr
heew i Ehee prestigions Heavy
Woodlen Cup n 1808 Thay

- b il
L < Mund

I'hﬂqﬂ:mwhmhh 1951,

pained the Hanvy Wiallen

Laapos in 1608

A minor sensation aooarrad

i L6 when Hanging Heaton
until thin date, relatively

umsnccessful in the Heavy

Waoallen Cuip - reached the fins]

powerfisl Dewsbury and Savile
niddn, noed weore dismissed for
1 in 8 overs. This score
remabna the lowest ever Ina
Heavy Woallen Cup fAnal?

UMNIOUE HAT-TRICK

And in 1928 - the year of the
Grarweral Strike - L Carris of
Dirightington OC ook NINE
wichets ima Heavy Woallen

Hinstrn.
In the smummer of 153,

with work] war looening agaln,
Hanging Hewton deckded to jokn
e Lowds Leagus.

Tharing the last siomher of the
Second World War, Hanging
st pualbed off & wirbqguoe hit
trick - scooping the Central
Yorkallre Lesgus title, the
Yorkshire Couneil
echampisnship, and the
Whesathey Cup.
Hanging Heatem

Between 1865 and 1074, winning

."\ QTP e

N
SOCTHINY -

§

Cup sncounter with Hanging £

.-

1967 1583 Hangrieg

playnd in frve Heavy
‘Waedlat Cup fnals snd lost all
i Ehaeen, thee closest belng n
seven-run defient al the hands of
Dewrsbmiry 16 1567,
Bortwesen: 1979 and 1965 the chaly
veire alwmend from the
comgpetithony. Sinee re-jminkng.
naral servioe has besn
resimmed, with victory bn 2000,
and finlshing ronmers-up on
Mo cevaslons and balng
‘henten el fnalists in 1996 and

WL LR L

Cindy kn 1955 was there real
fixihers with & shock 3l roumd
ilefiet at the hands of
Woodlards. Crrerall, Hanging
Heaton are the sixth moat
sucoeasfial elub in the history of
the Cupe seven-USwos whisners
ared 14-thimes munners-up.

It is clearly m very special
competition for the men from
Bemnet Larns

A lnnddmark |n the hilstory of
Hanging Henion Cricket Club
pocurred in 1568 when a badie’

Wonllan Cup, Bermett

i

IR

§i
k

g
s

it

Lane has stuged the final on
only ine cocaaion, |n 1068
Inturestingly, Hanging lisaion
Lifed the frophy thesnselves (he
yemr before and the year after.
Th village of Hanging Houtorn -
suprouiding the

lenrtifleation with and
wiscoes k0 the Hesy

b & cemmimon shght - 8o maich s6
that the clist crval now feahures
n senall iwwi!

Aanging Heaton

RIES Mraelfird Lesgr - Divisgen |

CHficial Frogramme

Weltome tw Benmoii Lsos
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| EROES Bank  Weslevan

Chapel was epaned n
1571, ‘a neat and Bandscme”
Inalldimg neeording to the kneal
Ratley newspapat

Two years previoualy, the
Sanday schoo] budlding had
Been opened. Arcund 806
young people atisnded the
Bundsy seheal

The chapel bullding was
padd for by the Rrearioy. fxmi
I:LI {H,mm;:d 1&1!:.1-11 in
the me o
Robort Brearley,
the founder of the |
lacal werajed |
mannlfnciurar's, |
based al Quesn
Strent Mifls, Brad-
Ford Romil

The Brst minks-
tor at the church
was Lhs Hev Fred-
erick Friemd.

Cross Bank - the club
Rumbolds built

-':.ﬂ_' ...; -

the

The church had
ooty buailf dirtng & boom tlms
for Methodnm in the districts
of Cross Hank and Carling
o,

Beefinrw 11 closed down, Cross
Hank Methadist Churcl was
homa to 8 mixed Ribie clas, &
Euil ks Fellpwahip, Scouts and
Cuibm, aand m youth group

Little is known abaut the
origine of Cross Bank
Mrthodist Cricket Club but
1504 §n 0 possihie duie af o
mativa

The wear 1] wiinessed tha
hirth of one of e mowt Empor-
tafit figures n (he hisdory of
CMCOC. Kenneih Humbold
and & plaguns, plonned to the
wall of the Lem Rnad pavilion,
commEnaraies s faed

Een's [ther Alf had been a
dedlented membor of (ke
chapel - and had sung o hass
sk’ i D9IH as if the Suti
day schoal jubiles celebra
thans,

Bath men playod & vital role
ia tho development and s
wival of Crosa Bank Method b
Cricket Club - henee the ol
clal title af the Lea Boad
ground: The Rum

The Inter-war years wera
daminaied by the phenome.
non of Sunday school - and
chitrch-linked erichet cluba
Sa much eo that the Batley
and District Sunday School
Laagus wan & buoyant local
enmpetitian, with & full fx-
tare liat erviry ]

Cross RBank played their
cricioet in this comgetition

[ o5 BANK
| METHODAST CHURCH
PATLEY

For two tmajr readons, 19653
was a big year for-the club. Al

Rumbold - parchased the
Eround, . pnd Yarkahineand
England logend Len Hittton
wialind Lea to doa spot of
coach

g

In 15 the club were lnague
cup winners - and s famous
temm photo from the Dcoasien
Tangs proudly fn the Laa Road
paryilban,

Note tho fect that in the
1980w there wae skl
Iseal church-hased tnamn to
make a Sunmday school eague
wiahbe. Club benefactor Ken-
nuth Rumbold was & member
i the whctorinis TSN alde. -

In 1564 and 1071 Cruss Ban
begged the Dewsbiary and Dis-

trict League Challengs Cuap,
i i 1970 Lhe current pavil
jon, was comstruciod,

Sndly. in 2000 club presi
denl Ken Rumbald disd A
gread servant o Cross Rank
Methodists Cricket Club' i
e dridnate pakd bo kim in the
Loa Road pavilion

His widow Joan is atill
eopnecied (o the club and
watchos ithe océasianal
immbch uf The Rumbalds,

Today Cross Dank
Mesthodista Cricket Club
have & lovely ground, a
hard working set of mem-
bors, and & thriving junior
st .

The club is prood of lis
heritage. The 1 link

may have disappeared - a
uct of vartous factors,
Including the amalgemstion
of local chapels - hut in tha
wards of one senipr re at

Tmnmmdi.m-gmmf-

natver change (2 name.

& [ir Davies and Hob Light
have'written ihree books
aboul ilie-history of local

ani the sories s ealled
180 Nod Ot They nre part of
thir £50,000 Cricket Heritage
Project sponasred by the Her
liage Lottery Fund. Coples are
avallahle from Dewsbary
Books st Crackanedye Lan,
Dewnbury. The books are
lished by Sigma Press i
G484 ATH08 for more idbrmes-
tion,

I

Cross Bank are |
trophy winners
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BIRSTALL CC is the last club in our special surnrm;r fecﬂu;e on cricket and the community in Batley. The
series of arficles has been written by Dr PETER DAVIES, project leader of the Cricketing Heritage of
Calderdale and Kirklees, which has been running over the last two years.

THE first ericket club 1o
appaar in Birstall waa Birsiall
Alberi Cricket Club, named
after the Prince Consorl. They
played six maiches & yoar,

ingloding Feast matches
agatnst Holmfirth.
Apparenily, the team

played noar the Black Dull in
Kirkgate sa sarly an 1054
Thore ks a certain ameunt of
debate as to whether this s a
direct ancsstor of the current
chuh.

This clisly had a smasl] mem
borahip of aroond 30 people,
gnd these saw it lo change
thedr name in 1860 i Rirstall
Victoria = in honour of the
Graren

In 1880 Birstall
Vicloria moved
from near the
Hisck Bull 1o a site
behind the Matinn
al Bchools In
Eeott's Field,

The leaim
remalned here for
10 years {eccaslon
ally competing
under the name
Biraiall Cricket
Club)y untll aotice
wan served for a
housing develop
el

GROUND

Therefors. =
grodnd move had
ta take ploce yet
again, Eventmally,
the club settled at
s current location
around 1870

In 1883 Biratall
Yictoria embarkod
on A brlel merger
with Birsiall
Haghy Cluak

Hownver, this
was short-lived and
the separation of
the two estahlish
mants In 1BDS slg
malled the afficial
Eirth of the crickst
cludy ns nn enticy

This development also her
abded the arrival of the clab's
first Heavy Wonllen Cup vic
lory in the sume year, sgain
rivals Dewnbniry and Savile in
the Mnal

This team retained the iro
phy tha [ollowing yesr, baud
ing Dewebuory and Savile
REELL

Flams fier n grondstanid wars
passed In April 1887 and
around 5000 people were
reporied as atlending that
Fear's Hoavy Wooallen Cup
soml-final agninst Dewshuary
and Savile

PLOUGHED

Money was ploaghed inio
ground |mprovemenis snd in
1383 the plich was levelod oul
using plt wasta,

This investment seemed 1o
hate a knock-on effect on the
feld of play - one of (he res
sans (possibly) why the elib
was shle o claim the Hanvy
Woallati Cug in 102

However, as the [eam
walked home through Ratley,
some disgruntled oppesition
suppariers palted the inam
and the sccompanying
Birstall Band sl grass shds.

This didn"l dempen the osl

From Albert

to Victoria -
and peyon

ebrationa, which laated for a
full weak and, as one local his
torian states: "The cap was
hardly wver emply of alcokol. ™

‘The elub initially bought
the Leeds Road ground in
1L

0.
40

However, problems with
wmarigage paymenta léd to an
appeal from the club to poten
tial hensfactors

A key local personallty, Dr
Forsyth, responded to the
plea

Hirstall beat Hopron Mills
in the 1908 Heavy Woollen
Cup Nnal, and & groal recop
fiom was peservod for the suc
cessliil Rirstall players,

The Dewabury Reporier
described the journey home

- g e

In front of the soorebox of Birssell Crickst Chab, (M5)

“The winning team. who jeuer
neyved o Dirstall by wag
mneiie, displaying (he cup en
route, were met At the
Smithios by Birsall 0ld Dand,
and greal crowds of peaple
gathersd to welcome tha play
& The wagohetles jourmeyed
up Station Hoad, followed by
the erowd, and then on Low
Lane, whare (hero was & mon
wior assembly.”

MARGIN

The repart details how a
charity fundraising gamn ook
place after the opaning cere.
miny, betwesn Birtall and 4
team captained by loeal cown
elllor and maniafacitirer (and
cnineclidentally, captain of Fat-
ley OC) Mr F'W H Auty. Viclo
ry. and by @o
smail margin
w1 Birelsll

In 1842 Thorn
kil were defeal
od in the final of
the Heavy
Waallen Cuap
Club skipper on
this occaslen
was J E Thur
erummd

Three ¥Fears
Later, in 1G5, the
Birstall v Daseit
Heavy Woollen
Cup semi-final
started an the
Saturday and
conlimaed on the
Wedneaday snd
Thursday
ewnnings without
completion.

Dt fabled b
turn up on the
Friday evenlng,
claiming BN
agresment o
coanilinae an
Monday bad
teperry il B irmtall refused bo
cantinue the match on the
Monday, claiming Ousetl had
Balled fo complete (e match
on the Friday.,

The match was awarded o
Dsaati!

Afer this dispuote, the club
lefl ihe Heavy Woallen Laagus
and spenl the 1000 season in
the Loeds Leagus before re
lalalag the Heavy Woallen
Lesagues for ihe 1537 seasan,

Tha hardahlips af wartlne
are ovident i the informal
natere of 8 contract @0 snpde
W H Newell as pro in 1846 Hia
e was 25/- a maich

It was written on the back
of mn tovoice for & 12 volt six
wait SCC bulb from George
Hax LAd!

Im 1947 & letter waa writton
to thank the Ladies Commit
ted for a gl of £50 - which
they had donated to the club
after & stlnd of fundralsing.

Birstall  Cricket Club
clalmed a remuarkable trehle
In 1864 scoaping the Cantral
Yorkahire Loagae, the Heavy
Woollen Cup and the Whent
ey Cup

NEW BAR

After some diMicult years
in tho mid-1980s, the club
wtarted 1o plan for (he Muture
A new bar was opened bn 1568,
The clubhoise extension was
then officially opened by
Brian Sellers, the former
Yorkshire captain, in the fol-
lowing year and the har was
eartenudid tr 104

And in recent deocades
Birstall have claimed their
fair share of Cantral York-
nhire League ailverware

They alss possesd ot al the
Eest-appsainies] groands in ihe
LR

& D Davies and Bob Light
have writien thres books
aboit the history of local
crieked smd (he series s calbsd
180 Mot Ohit. They are part of
ths C50.000 Crickel Herltage
Projoct sponsored by the Her
itnge Lottery Fund. Copies are
avallable from Dewsbiacy
Books ut Crackensdge Lana,
Diwnbiery. The bablks are prb-
lished by Sigma Presa. Call
01484 472008 for e knforma-
thits



