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Looking back

This week sees the start of n new feature on Cricket and the

Community in the Spen Valley, The seres of aticles has baen
written by Dr Peter Davies, project leader of the Cricketing Her-

itage of Calderdale and Kirkdees which has been running over
the last two years, and the first one focuses on Gomersal

Glorious
days for
Gomersal

HE first sign of cricket in [T
Gomerrsal village was in |15 "'~"

BEE.
Om August 14, 15 and 16, 22
crickiters of Gomersal and
district {(including several
county players) starred in o
mateh agninst the United
XL

England

The date of the club's
formation is uncertain, but the
majority of sources indicate
that Gomersal St Mary's
Cricket Club (as the club was
then known) was founded in
1881 by the village vicar, the
Rav RF Taylor,

It played its matches pear the
Wheatsheaf Inn, on a field also
used by the local football team
- alzo founded by the sports
mad

‘This church link is significant,
and is repeated across other
clubs in West Yorkshire and
hayond

In 1886 an entry for Gomersal
appearoed In the Athletic News
Cricket Supplement and Club -
Directory. i

The club was re-formed tn 1892
nnd moved to what became s From 1921 onwards, the club
permanent home - Dxfond engaged in fundralsing inan
Road. This had previously been  effort to buy its ground. The
the site of the Little Gomersal  club devoted many years to this
Colllery. nnd fnally, in 1920, [t had
Some members remomber this  enough money to make this

as the official birth of the club,  historle purchase,

as the contenary was 1621 was an unforgettable year
celebrated in 1892 Later for Gomerssl CC, They reached
sotroes also demonstrate the the final of the Heavy Woollen
difficulty the club has had in Cup, but lost to Wakefield by
dating s own formation. six wickets.

On the eve of the Groal 'War, In 1927 the elub decided to
Gomersal was ahle to field a change its name from

women's erieket toam. Gomersal 5t Mary's Cricket

LEFT: Famous Gomersal old boy Wilf Barber,
Club to Gomersal Cricket Club.  The end of the
The club had always boen Second World
fnanclally solvent, so whenn  'War for
decline in profits was Gomersal
encountered due to falling Cricket Club
membership, the club was meant n new
conoermed. test room. The
Members thought of ways to club bought an
incroase inoome - one of the cX-army
suggestions being a bar. The Nisson huoi to
president, however, decided serve this

that the best way to move PUrPOsSE

forwnrd was a door-to-door
canvass of local households.
Young children were also
encouraged to play cricket at
the cluh,

ABOVE: The 1914 women’s team af Gomerss,

Following the purchass of the
ten room, Gomerzal continued
to develop their ground. In 1962
a bar was opened in the Nissen
hut. The club then declded, in
1974, to open o ew clubhouse
and changing rooms.

After coming so close so many
times in the past, Mnally in 1984
Gomersal became Heavy
Wonllen Cup winners for the
Mrst fims.

1882 marked the 100th

anniversary of the formation of

0

Yorkshire Loague's
Premier Division title
in 1999, Gomersal had the
confldence they needed 1o
miake an application to join the
Brmdford Cricket League in
2000,

After joinlng the league, they
quickly gained promotion to
the top division.

Today, Gomersal stands as n
modern, progressive club with
excellent facilities, It is nlso
club that is very conscious of
ita ovwm history and heritage

{ the club. No doubt this event ooo
led to lots of nostalgia - and r Davies and Rob Light
thoughts about the Muture. have co-writlen thres
In 1993 Gomersal celebrated books about the history
their first-place finish in the of local cricket and the series is
Central Yorkshire League but - called 180 Not Out.
they didn't stop thero, In all They are part of the £50,000
they clalmed three trophies Cricket Heritege Project
that summer. sponsored by the Herltage
After [ifting the Central Lottery Fund, and coples area
avallable from Dewsbury
| LEFT: The 1966 2nd X1 s cwamadsnLase.
wp Thi books are published by
| INSET: The for Sijma Press, Call 01484 472408
| the 1930 camival. fior more information.




In the second of his features on Cricket and
the Community in the Spen Valley, Dr Peter
Davies looks at Cleckheaton CC

A treat
for fans
of cricke

LECEHEATON CC
was formed in 18584, 1t
£ wis originally known

ns Hunsworth Mills Cricket
Clob and wis sot up asa

warkshog teaun.,
Asthe tﬁ website

announcis: ‘In that year - T R - oy
[1864] a strip measuring 40 ' £l B g b i e T R
yards by 10 yards was kaid et F e e = : = -

ot in the field on which the
club still plays to this very
day, and a year lnter in 1865
members subseribed to have
a wooden hut erected to
provide proper facilities, A
further year down the line
the pltch was extended toa
mitich more fmpressive 40
yiurds by 40 yords. The year
1672 saw the bullding of a
brick pavillon to replace the
wooden hut that had by now
became too small for the
over-increasing band of new
members.”

Thia pavilion, bailt by the
club’s own members at
Mporend during their leisure
hours, probably stood closs
to where tdny’s main bar
area |8 situated.

In 1872 also, the club
operated with 1st and 2nd
teams for the first time, and

came on April 24
1978, with Windhill
the opponents
Cleckbeaton got off
to an excellent start.
Opening bowler Seb
Grose recorded
Mygures of six for 16
and Windhill were
bowled out for just

am
The decizlon to

Willlam Hatton, a CC became the
wickeikeeper from proud owners of
Liverpool, became the club’s  thelr ground, and
first professional player to be  also Frank
engaged for o full season. Muorton became
Only 19 years after one of the mnin
formation, in 1883, driving forces at
Cleckheaton became oneof  Moorend.

the ‘original’ tenms to Hi was also ona af
compete in the highly the founding
prestiglous Heavy Woollen fathers of the

Cup. Contral Yorkshire
The club changed its name in - Cricket League In
1885 ~ from Hunsworth Mills 1837, and

C fo Cleckhaaton CC. This remained its
was a popular move, as there  president uniil

was no cricket club bearing 1858

the town's name. After a spell in the

Cleckheaton Alexandra, who  Heavy Woollen

had played near Whitciiile Lague,

Mount, had ceased to exist in  Cleckheaton

1863, Joined the anniversary of the formation
Cleckheaton’s ground, close  Ceniral 1848 of the elub, No doubt this

to the mills, underwent some  Yorkshire Cleckheaton  occasion bed to lots of

major changes tn 1884, Over  League (CYL) as managed to  nostalgin - and also thoughts
30,000 square feet of turf was - founder THE achieve an  about the future,

re-lndd. members in 1088, astonishing  Cleckheaton merged with the
The president of the club They remainved victory loeal rughy unlon club io
oficially opened the ‘new” thers until 1975, agalnst form Cleckhaaton Sports
ground on 19 May 1894, This  playing such Birstallin  Club in 1972

was a joyful day and the toams as Ossett, the second

ccoasion was mirked by an  Batley, round of the HOMOUR
unforgettable cricketing Staincliffe Tk Heavy

encounter, Birstall and ‘Woollen This was an innovative move
A match was arranged Mirfiald. Cup, and following on from this, in
against Rastrick - and After coming posting a 1973, the club was chosen to
Yorkshire star J TunniclifTe  close so many winl of 411  host the Heavy Woollen Cup
joined the Cleckheaton side.  times in the past, finally, in  in the process. This was their {inal again, an honoor that

In 1896 the cricket club 1639, as war approached, highest score in the had not come thetr way since
nmalgamated with the Crown  Cleckhsaton become Heavy  competition. 1548,

Green Bowling Clab. Woollen Cup winners, They  Cleckheaton not only won After hosting two major cup
Thien, in 1903, Cleckheaton beat local rivals Scholes by 85 the Heavy Woollen Cup in finals, and also doing well on
Joined the prestigious runs in the final at Hartshead 1989, but also went on to the field, Cleckheaton had
Yorkshire Council crickst Mosr. scoop the trophy the year the confidence they needed to
competition, having The period between 1538 and  after, in 1960, They beat apply to join the Bradford
previously competed inthe 1850 did not witness very Hanging Heaton in both Cricket League. (This meant
Spen Valley League. much sucoess at finals, they withdrew temporarily
[uring the 1930s Cleckheaton  Cleckheaton, 1964 marked the 100th from the Heavy Woollin

recruit overseas
players was made in
1577, when the 1st X1
wins in urgeni need
of strengihening.
Since this date, local
cricket-watchors
have been treated to
some of the best in
foreign cricketing

Rhydding,
Cleckheaton posted
the highest total
recorded in the
history of the
Bradford Leagus. Thalr total
of 427 runs beat the record
previously held by Bradiord
and Bingloy who scored 406
for eight in 1990,

Today, Cleckheaton CC
stnnads as an ambitions ami
progressive club, with a high-
quality junior set-up and
wonderful facilities only a
six-hit away from Chain Bar
anid the MEZ

@ D Davies and Rob Light
have co-written three books
about the history of locsl
crickot nnd the serjes is
called 180 Nt Oht,

They are part of the 50,000
Cricket Heritnge Project
sponsored by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, and copies are
availahle from Dewsbury
Books at Crackenedge Lane,
Dewsbury,

Tha books nre published by
Sijpma Press. Call 01484
AT2406 for more Informotion.




The 1876 team photo. [MS)

Hartshead
cricketing
MEeMOriES

CCORDING to official
An]ﬁh publications: “1t is

generally agreed that in
1876 a party of young men {irst
started playing crickel, under
the name of Hartshead Moor
Cricket Club, at the lop of the
Muoor.

“Lator on they obtalned the
use of the present field, and
under the enancy of Messrs H
Huoldroyd and Joseph Wilkinson
hind the use of it free of cost until
almnat 800"

It is n fnct that for 129 years,
the club has been known by the
same name (Hartshead Moor
CC) and played at the same
venue (Highmoor Lane) - a rels-
tively unusual occurrence in
local ericket circles

In 1886, thred yoars after the
competition had begun,
Hartshead Moor CC joined the
Heavy Woallen Cup.

After previous successes in
1854 and 1855, Hartshead Moor
became champions of the Spen
¥alley and Disirict League (or
the thind thme in 1910,

In 1925 an opportunity nross
to buy the ground for L350
Helped by the president of the
club and a huge fundralsing
campalgn, £200 was raised

By Pater Davies

towards the cost, with a loan
taken out for the remaining
£150

In the mid-1920s club officials
sald new nccommodation was
"imperative”. By 1828 the exist-
ing pavilion had been redevel-
oped.

It was opened officially on
Augiist 25 in the presenoe of chah
representatives aod W Brooke
on bohalf of architects Messrs G
Castle and Son.

Hut the weather couldnt
oblige and the scheduled Mxture
against Heckmondwike had to
e cancallad doe to rain!

Women have played an
important role at Highmoor
Lane. This was in the
Jubtles Bazaar brochure of 1526
“Had we a book many times this
skze it would not be large enough
to express our thanks to our
ladies for the way they have
helped in looking afler the social
side of our clab.”

In 1837 plans submitted by
Herbert Walker were approved
to put up a scoring pavilion. On
July 28 1938 the new scorehox
was opened, with a range of
Yorkshire cricketing VIPs pre

sent for the econsion,

Club member JH Crossland
offered a prize to the first bats-
man to record a century under
the shadow of the new score-
box, and Moor batsman Nor-
man Mounsey wasted no
time at all - hitting 102 not
out on the very day the box
was unveiled.

MILITARY

In 1940 & photograph of the
frst X1 in the form of a greetings
card was sent to all those who
hed donned military colours,
with n poatal order also Includ-
ed. The club reported that In
1941: “We were still not feeling
any serious effects of the War in
personnel and were still able to
Mield a usefial side”,

A year Iater, two female mem-
bers were called up and becauss
of an Increase in the amount of
male cricketers being called to
action, the club sdmitted that it
wins Mnding it difficult to raise
twn league teams.

After only three seasons in
the Bradford Section of the
Yorkshire Councll, the elub
maoved Into the Central York-
shire Lengue in 1944,

Thie club scooped the Heavy
Woollen Cup for the very first
time in 1958. Hanging Heaton
were the opponents...and Moor
ran out winners by 44 runs,

In 1964 the club joined the
prestigious Bradford League in
saarch of highor-grade cricket.

The hamlet of Hartshead
Moor Is famous for its ericket
club - and also for the MEZ that
passes close by, The motorway
opened in 1970, and three years
later o servioe station was bullt,
almost underneath the cricket
ground.

Same club mombers ware
socretly delighted. “ At Last it put

us an the map!” was the reaction
of one.

There were implications: land
was loat, and this was only
partly offsst when, scon after,

the clab acquired 1,300

square yards off the Kirklees

Estate. The old pavilion

(built tn 1928) had to go ond a

nerw oo hiad to be bullt

Om windy afternoons, with
the Mé&2 down below,
Hartshead Moor can he quite a
noisy ground, but the locals
have got nsed to 1

"It is open to the elements. 1t's
also nodsy, but anly ot certain
times,” says one player,

Instend of charging an admis-
sion fos to gumes, the club salls a
16-page matchday programme at
avery home fixture played by
the 1st XI In the Bradford
Lomgie,

The front cover features a

photograph of the first-ever
Hartshead Moor side of 1876,
which demonstrates that even
In the 21st century, the club is
neutely aware of its history and
heritage.
And in Leonard Squire - ex.
player, club official and gener.
ous benefactor - the club boast &
true gentleman stalwart
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Looking back

In the: fourth af his features on Cricket and the
Community in the Spen Valley DR PETER
DAVIES looks at the history of Scholes CC

Centre
of life in
vilage

N THE Jisiis ars] 1670s
crichot was extremely
pepalar in Schole
Lasoad historian Dayvisd Wilding
fnlls us that o ericket team

nspirutions when, in 1916 - ax
war raged scrnes tha jlobs - i
wad pocepled as i momber of

mttnchid 1o the local Vicioria mnlnuumn wide
Inmtinuate was Branded in 1. camipetition the

Thee institrie wis mlin to 8 lecal  Yorkehies Cosell.

cmanunity centre and inmany  According to David Wilding,
ways the contre of village life.  Uher 18 evidences in thal

But the cricked temm that

: \/

wvrntually came o be known as - of golf - was played in the -
Schobes CO was Borires] as village In this { | ABOVE: The
Scholes Albert Mills CC around  “Behind the Riskng Sun.” he Al Wl
17 =|m May 1804, Dan
The Albert Mill Company wes  Smith, andicrd of the Rising m”
Tormsdd in 1800 &5 & Prieodly faim, was granied |
socinty and ¥ mill by ther Firmitfiord Jusstices tx sadl  LEFT: The Scholes
According in W the tam srevided he firveuops From
:&umhn;ﬁﬂuﬁﬁﬁm unuimmn:h-;m;n 193

WhE mal mndn rabhit conrsing or konar BELOAN:
I'mhlluldlw:lrm'l o tmabches. A
Firth Holdswarth's specialised  “In nddition locals engaged in mh
:ﬂn:vm:ma worsted i]lqlix!c Nghting, mm‘ m".'

ning. thirew bpoan shooting,
I 1R&2 Scheles Albert Milla mumfwwhuw v
Wil ArEWT g moarly all thess BELOW RIGHT:
Roberttown All Sainitn isithe  cccastons far haavy betting.” A cia
first round of the insugural In 16818 the felds in the match in
Heavy Woollen Ciip, staged {1 that were nsed for spoct, and Guordion from
it -1 ey i miing 1974,
It in probahle that Scholes Medda, wore
Albert Mills OC plicped nll their wp for sake.
bome games st New Popplewal]l  §t was decided
Lana, on  paich of lard that that the
W 0RO & JIEAITY. community
The land came imio belng ass  would
ericket ground when betwean purchase the
20 mnd 30 workers Mied wnd lanil in order
Tevelml tho ground uskng 0 e it for
meihing but plcka, shovels and  cricket and rupners-up kn the Yorkshire L. In 198, ndar tho o thie el cgmn when the clish
wheslharows ather games.

In 1804 Schobes joined the Spen A forimer
ane] Calder Valley Laagoe - one  playing
of thee iy Jocadbied erichet mtiber,
conspetitions that were in Thampso

16 runs #ill i bowled out for 32 in the play-off
win. The t_l!_:t. e Wrm;hﬁm;lim hw
following sexsen, 7 ug st m )
ruullmlldﬂuﬂhm lnDﬂnbermlbu:Iuh
welcomed speaker

nemlingonly  Councll; hirwever, they wers ummnrml:lllw, nbsin el brmend Ui buest hﬂ
shared the Rrsdloy

exiataror 16 this st Jdowell, Was Barriet, did oot champlons ander the captainey - w Graham
In Schales's third roand Heavy  generous wish io retarn hwhﬂmmm-m Lhoryd
‘Wiealbins Cup Ui ajgminst endugh o on ancther Englund) and comedian Zak
Heclomondwilos in 1687, thare  démaie £550 evening Sirvens oa kal
WHA AMAZing conLnrrerTy oo the inabeil opting ‘wdinmer,
murrounding the climax tofhe  total ooat off prae L T . Scholos are nn
Enine s Ebe lanid ralnsoal aned mmhitious and e
Schales dolemied (2,000} oantinae ths mmr.m:l.uh.wl.hm
Heckmorsdwike, Howwver, the 1 1500 two isnnis courts were  maich! groumd xrud & rangs
loaers protestod becaise the erected b thee criciiet  Scholes wire d’wm
Beholes playors had loft the falid. The year afier a foofball  defioated by Cleckhenion in the O Davies amd Rob Light have
Nielid of play Befory the Aoal plich was created, therealier cowritinn three books sbout
Iakwman had had chanes b used bry Schodes Old Boys AFC.  In 1 the elub joined the thie history of lical oricket and
%W_r. A year later, in 1522, a pavilion  Central Yorkshire Cricket tha serbes b callad §80 Nof Dt
e it wiood, e Elee amplees waa biallt st an estimated cost of | League, aix years sfisr it was mptdﬂpm
.q'r-dilm'lllhl!!tmml.n'n_ 550, Visoount Cowdray Tormed in 1538, Herfiage Project
Thaet] passed. Heckmandwiks et the trustess wilha 10066 ninmils ot s the club’s wpemesornd by tha Heritagn
nlllmdidl'lmwmﬂ chagme for 23,400, which ‘best seasan in the aftermath of Lastvery Fanil and arw
e the werk o bestarted.  the Second Workd War. In fact, aviilabio from Resin
mlnhcluhm-m I 1633 Schaloes played Batley in it was the stant of & string of sl Crackonpilgs
mimsher of annther local a Heavy Woallen Cup sentl-final  successfi] yoars. Dewsbniry.
::::pﬂlmuhﬁm\‘um e z Mduhmﬂtu:hupt:nw mbﬂnmmm
District Longuo. They . tho playingmrea  Enbealen under the ca Sigma From. AR 4TI
fnished the mason in seventh MMwnm of JE Binna. They wers plao for morm



ABOYE: The 1957 team J‘ﬂ m
w’s‘ﬂ wcmhdwwﬂﬂ
mﬂ:’m“hlﬂhlpmkm'ﬂd

Reign Of R

LYHOUGH L8 is

often cited os x "birth

date’, the elub was
formally established in 1885,
by il mner: Cerge Wrkght,
Gearge Hardw

HU DSONS

hrE{IAl |UHE (HAIR l’lEL.F'ﬁ.H{E

www hodioalurnlitere. co,. wk

koWt as i,

Im 1965 the club moeed from
Whitelife Fosd - Ha first
home - 1o Spen Lane, where
It s roiied] i ke, 18
alsn became knowrn s

Cloekheaion Wslnymnal
The fi=ld &1 Spen Lane was
subxlot to the club for 17- per
week by Charkes Mortimer.
Soon after, a set of rules were

Sea plac Hirseafl \"h‘hﬂl
Victoria, fareethand
'-’lﬁufin.ltlp'mdm
Victarin, Sowarby Rridge
WVictoria, and many, many

|—-|—n—|.p—

A greal chases b sk up on o hogs veriery of planis 5l prest prioes.

. CALLINGALL ¥
THE

" GARDENERS! nariona

SATURDAY 10 JUNE iy
and SATURDAY 15 JuLy

HUDDERSFIELD PLANT SALE
MNEW STREET - Huddersficld
Bam - dpm
ez 16 etalle Trree neraeries. Ml growers e amsed S popos.
Foor mewre bnibrems i gail
Al ERN ZIR5HY ar pe te o w s Dbl s kel dilopdonal.

ot et ey

Victoria

others! By 167 tho club had
17 memnbsers, mnd in L7320
Blred ita fiful prodesalonal,
Mr B Doughty,

There were svoral
Rmipeeriant svenis ot HQ
dring ihe latier yoars of the
nineteenth cen

1 - 1000 su:l.lre yurila of
tarf were added o the
playing area

@ 10 - LI wan speni an
smociing the frst erbclet
pavikion.

® 1850 - ground
imprevemett plans wors
given the green Light by the
et e,

The bowling green was
openad in 1084, heaoe (he
formal emergenoe of Spen
Victoria Crickel and Bowling
Clhuh. In this part of Wesi
Yeriodine and bryomnd it has
b e cosmarion fur
sports to e’
within the anme claly
organisstion, with Spen
Victoria a prime example,
In 187 Spen soored 472 In 6
inil Round Hesiy Woallen
Cup maich against Dewsbory
Clerks. This remakns the

“existing pa

second highost ever sode
the competition

1t the fnal they lost to
Deerwadnary and Savile by &
rooard MRS margin; 17

The 1E¥ final wihich Spen
loest by EladBery by 13 runa
remsakng the bowest agpregale
seare (100 for twn completed
imnings bn & Dial. Spen
Minally win the irophy in
i The Spen Lane ground
i purchesed o 1502 amd
it el deciided i alld the
wilion and
elubevoem. 1t was afficially
opened in 100

DISTINGLASHED

Thie Spen Victeria CC lndbes'
oopmmbites was entablished i5
1911, theoe yeurs prior ko the
outhreak of the Greal War.
Crver the following decndes,
thee commnitten distinguiahod
el tharough iis
commitmsent o fundralsing
and the serving of matchday

il they Mnkshed ranmors-dap
im therlr Tired semacn. AC
Rhindes tapgeed the lsagus
batting charts with an
average of 46RL

The clish's early vears {6 the
Bradion] League were
relatively sucomaful.

Thery were runoers-ap in
16 whran ¥orksbire and
Englian:t bhattman Wil
Rarber was 8 key member of
thee wide

The club recocdod igs firt
Prisatley Cup triemph when
Harold Mortimer lid them to
8 13- run ¥icusy over
Lighbeliffe fn H004.

Speen) were rebegated to
Sacthon "B tn HH2, desplin
ihe bernlos of Clifond Sykes.
Interestingly, this evenl was
o prelude i an amaring
renaismanes in the club's

rufreshunents in the tea room  fortanes

(bmuilt originally at a cost of
LN

Rank Holidey Monday

B August 1074 was
tha ddain of the
Tirnt-cver opening
stani bertwren
logumdary

Joldned the Bradfiard

Tha Spen atinck was hd by
[bertryuhir and England

torw ler Geeonge Pope and
Yorkshire spin marchsnt
Arthur Booth <
Tiack im the top division,
Spen anjoyid thiir besl ever
wnawan in 194, [n the midst
of work] war, they bagped tha
Divixion "A° snd Priestisy
Cinp dowibils

Spen worn colebrating in 196
with promuotion to the lop
divisien of the Bradford
Leagise_ Bist they siaocgismbed
in the memi-final of the
Priestley Cup.

[t Speen beat 5t
Lawrence ki 1990 o 1A the
prestigious Priestiry Cup
trophy-

Thres imembers of the Soliy
Adnmn-skipperes] team went
on in play Mrsl-class cricket:
John Wood (Durham and
Lancashire), Tin Walton

(Merthants and Essex) and
Mike Smrilth {Gintoester an
Englane

i recend yoars cluib slalwwery
Harry Hoyle and a group of
virluivisers have I:ldI-M I.H:l the
Spen Lane

dnlly tmais. Mayie Il‘ll-'ll why
the proxdnd always Jooks s6
mitractive

Spon won T Hirey Woolken
Crupm i 1998 nud 1508 and
gained A promotion in 2000,
In 2004 thiery wers invalvad in
n homug runming sagn with an
Indinn professional (fao
Anjum), an elunive traval
vinn nzud the British High
Commbsakon,

Al the time, club

Alan Rirkinshaw sd: ‘A

wr e of clrrumatances have
cumnsrirud ngaknst s and we
st oW move o [n the
Pallmees of time we will
reflect on the whale el
an look st our paticy with
regard bo fhe signlng of
VR d

Speert Laurwr heimtid (i 3004
Crowther Cup final. And the
marjlses wiere oul in foree
Today the clib has & thriving
jumioe section, a wonderfisl
wehaiie, and Spen Lane
alwuys looks 8 piciure,

& Dir Dnvies and Fob Light
Bitve oo wrliten ihres hooks
aboual the hisody of local
criciet and the saries b

shury
Thie ook are b sk b
Signa Pross. Call 01484
T340 for meare informal
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In the sixth of his features on Cricket and the
Community in the Spen Valley Dr Peter Davies
looks at the history of Liversedge CC

Team at |
heart of
village

etuster of 18nims in the

{vermedge prea, Including
Highiown Helghts, Roberitown
Saar of Brunswick, Liitkeiown
Unitesd, Littbotowe Yionang
Alma, Hightown Young
England and Robertiows ALl
Saints (the parish church:
eotinected club genemally
viwed an the precursar bo
Liverssige CC}
Thee eub hars always playod at
Rodseritown
Lame. The
groumd L
sited on an
i g Himboed
o an old
glasaworis
The land was

I;i THE 1 thars was n

Saimts OC
In ik parly
days, the
ground had a big dope. The
Diymond Enmily of the noarby
o i, in Hoadlands
Mo, irrarajed for ralls ad
ks tn be used, and & band of
voliundesrs frow the villags
ahipped toms amd tona of earth
Do, Kbt tnp sl ol Wi sl i
the lower regions, and so
negaied the slape to some
Exbend

In 1905 three loenl meén boughi
he ground for tha clsh, bul on
oandition that it was used
exchusbvely for oricket

Tuday, Roderiiown Lane is an
atiraetve vens {hat has
hosted many st -plece
erfcheting commalona, ncinding
many Heavy
Woallen Cup
finaks

On matchdays,
practioe mels
aTe put up en
the outfiel o §
ald the plajers

=

Mkl ks poat 100 & pogally difSerend
tase, with the local frework
iliEpisy holding cemire atage.
En 1308 Liversodgs were
Tounider membars of the Spen
Valley Cricket Leagie. Thary
won it in the frst year - and
e sisrevhed!
Robertiran All Sains had
entored the naigural Hevy
‘Woallen Cup tn 1803 but had
kot im hee FAirst round agninst
Schales.

Uil the

yoar: played 18, won 2, jost L0,
drawn 4, points L They
MNinkshed bottom, el only
pained two podnts (clube gol
ome palst for & wis - nothing
rlan coanied)

Liversedge's [rst final triumph
in the Heavy Woollen Cup
eame in 1935 ngninst Morley.

A Furiher cup triomgh followed
in 1533, with Heckmandwike
rnn.rh “‘.,'.L“..“ﬂ.‘.?" Spen Valley
Longne and Honvy Woollen
Laagrne, Liverssdgs olnesd tho
Cantral Yorkshire Leagos for
Ehn 190 seamom,

Hmrthroak faliowed in 1863,

whan Hatley

WTCatnE
Liversedge in the final of the

Heavy Woollen Cugp.
At onp polnt in the posl war
o

Campetition. This was
playid for by an srray of
local mill and fsctory sides
In S, the actual troply
mwarded io the winnkng

trophy won by Robertimwn
Al Saimis in 1885, 1888 and
VBT {nll we know about this
cxtrpetilion was that il was
it early Speti Valley cricket
\emrnament),

The old pavilion &t
Roberfioen Lane buarned
down in the 1960s. Mowl of
the club's anchives were
destroyed in the prooess.
Thi club had to appead to

Mwnﬂlﬁﬂlﬂqwnmm n'lﬂ'lql'hiﬂllld
soven overs, for seven makdens, nire widlorts.

Con wptn s, Hiclemordodie wivs it o i, Abwr a1l |
distoncs hom Roberesn Lore 1o

Rexd, home of

Heck'. And e “hig moah” wes cawolly sehadileed for What Mendey =
Meay,

However, onee Hadenondeibe peachad &

it weoa. e onrl

nwhﬂ el Mareld Porish Covisiers St sl heor socng n ond

uh,t..;u;

mmmuﬂwﬂw:ﬁﬂuu\da

inkerivtie wabnie

J

aildm] 1 Insuranoe monies,
aed in the end the clab was
abila b Biidld & largs new

buibding.

Thiks fias survived until inday,
ikl a dresting P e Tl
nrriving n 1

West [nadinn spin bowler Sorny
Ramadhin starred far
Livarsedps s they scooped (he
Heavy Wollen Cup in Waorld
Cugp yestr, 1066

'Ihwgbml.! i club's hislory,

laryed an
!rlrlil.uble mer. ma the LCC

emmamittee mimuies mako plais
S April 1807 - “Laidles
Committes were gronied
pormission o purchas: morm
ernchery B the teas.”
0 Dec 1987 - TThn presddent
gave] spocial thanks. .. to the
indies of the club wha had onos
apgaim done an excollent job.”
& Dz 1587 = *IE was o scimassd
ua io the format of n social
oomamitiee wivd o naggetion
that sestne ol e Ladidos be
approachs] was agresd
3 Dt 1T - "The cwiling in the
Inddes’ tullet kad boen ropained
and pesmbsahon Lo pay wiis
pramied”
O Janumry 10 1988 - M T
Halleworh bacame club
tressurer, The minute book
records that on 27 Janissry,
“Mirs Hallsworth sakd that she
had Bow exgsci e position
o b s diffScult s b was going
fa bt and haped ihat soma
recoymition woulld be made o
aur ex-ireasarer e doing the
o for 14 years.'
Lt |6 - M.HNWH‘I}'HI'
Crommeraa] that lady members

were fot allowed by rides to
Lol office unless they booame
Piill rretmbers o padd fill
suhs’

2 Mov 1968 - “Mirs Hallsworih
winild et o Tisl] e,
d Nov 1888 - "Presemstation
might was all fioed nod it wes
dnciche] thuit all badies whn
wern hnlping with frod
arrmngnments woilld pot be
required lo pay. Flowers woakd
ndag ba porehased for the
ladies.’
2 Mar TS - T [oo-sskscn
EF-Engedhior on A 15 was
orgadiised afil il e
providing e wiffed *
L M 1108 — P with
(hanks to all the lodkes for an
exeellent buffisl on presentation
night and for thalr sffbres

t the year,
L By 160 - ‘Laion thamkod
the comenitiee for (el bar
snnck svening which wes
el very much.'

Thogs have alan been o
pervnnial issoe al
Roberiiown Lane:

1 "The steward ashed If he
coubd build & kennel and pen
h-hkﬂe‘l.llhum.ru!’lhr

a°Mr aaked if we
cold have o word with o
hrings a dog in

sultahle notken should be put
i the ground entrance,”




Victory parade for
all-conquering Heck

Cliab was officially 35 .. 'h e
o My 28 1, — -

ane] {4 the aldest chuh in North
Kirklesa. However hia crigin
nre, kn reality, much sarlier

than thia.

[n 1818 u brusinessmsn from

Rortingham, Desn Allen, snd 8

1

Roaring Thirties

Halfny afd Harmogsie. When
Septesnber of the chul’s Nrs
weasnn oz anoend, this iy bow
b regialin panned oat: Won 10,
Dirwwn 4, Lowt &

This was deerned 10 be an
wxenleni rocord conabdering it
wn e chub's first season ssa
recogmised teamm, Colebrations

he 18108 wore an
T’Inu-iiii_r trlumhul
decade for the

They won (he nu'ry
Wisnllen Lemgun four times,
ithe Heavy Woollen Cup lour
timen, and the Crowiher

e
mmm 1wt X1

MAKE MINE A DOUBLE: Heckmondhwils's Mﬁd‘m
BELOW: A lebter from 1883 dedining on offer of o season of Hedomondwilos CC.

Chicionnliy.
Hrckmondwike have ihe
remuarkable recond of
winning 14 af their 18
Heavy Woallen Cup finals -
a sucoess ruie of 74 per cont,
which is much superior to
that of any of the other
multiples winners.

took place at the Womdman fnn teazmn were given s prestigs of the club began of 1834 were douhble victors;  Heckmomdwike occupy
{which waa next bo Lhe Red roception by riss. Hockmondwiko joined the  they were succosaful in both  thind place in the all-time
Liom), whers all iho plagers and  ithe crowd, who wore Yorkshire Council in 1811 the Heavy Woollen League  list of Heavy Woallen Cup
heniriry mambers jained in el oy e Flzash MT which had them locking horns  amd Cup - whero they boat  coniestanis.

After this, the first annual Barul wiih crichet clutm from all Liversedge in the fnal by Thr Heckmondwike ground o
st g wan held. The treasurer  The team hen parsied over the county. Thia was s Bve wickets, at Cometary Road has

o the club dediced that, aller {he trophy to the Sir vary promtigloum oriciet This 1936 slde continued the howiod the Heavy Woollem
aying oxpenses, they had made  Robert Peed Inn, aml of ooimpetition. dhb\wmnﬁmh Cugp fnnl on 22 cconsions

n C83 profit for (he s, and  couwrss the After further Heavy Woollen this year, H more Lhan any oller venoe
Imumedintely put it in the Arma (and why notT) Cup Anal victories agnins became Hoavy Woallen wxcept Savile Town, It is,
Heckmondw Lkn bank The viciory also Ohasett in 1007, and Eaxt League champinm, in however, almost (o

Tha tram originally played choss  meceivod significant 187, nddition to winning the decades sinee the Minal was
i whestw the current Market attevition in the local Heckmondwike rotsjned the Heavy Woollen Cup. This last hold there

Place in sitecd, meoving sbarily n:‘.-i frogliy in 1508 ikmee it was Cleckheaton 1084 marked the | G0l

after o Boyke Fold. It was In 1873 anly was the fup Thiz firkal that year against who they defeated n the Anniversary of (he

it U cluli movis] bnts vichory & greal Morley saw an amazing Anal, by Mve wickeis. Tormation of the club, Na
Cometery Road, nnd that ia nchisvement; it also isplay from throe poung A yoar later, in 1837, donbi this event lod to lois
where i has playoed eaer sinoe caene jasd @ pear after the Sl players who piled on the Heckmondwike and of - amdl thoughis
Heclonondwike wors the firet club had nearly Gwed rns: W Enewles - 06, G oiTicials played an about the futare.

wver club 1o win the Heavy clowure Mayrmam - & o, and G important part by the A year later, the club stnged
‘Wonllen Cup, way bk In 1853 In 1F2 Heclonandwihs A formation of the Contral a I-mile e
I ikhia perics] only chulm looated  ©C's fnances wer in | These thres batsmen helped  Yorkshire Cricke League in - help ralse money for ground
writhiin & nd- el radios of suach dire straits that 1o Increase the i, i s

Ratley town lall could enier the  oreditors haed alroady Heckamondwikn score from Wik the Becond World War  Onoe ngain, Heck e
compotition! This distance was  bogun to seise valuabile 130 fior' T by X7 fior il over, it was thme 1o return the goods when it
Inteer extonded to nine ke tn - Howsyer, s young wickets, Theis laall the mere o winning ways for matinred. The seasons 18760,

L, 13 e in D000 15 miles in
L, aiwd Anally 10 enlles bn 300,
The victorious Heclknaoheiwike
alds were el By & coowd af
severn| thousand kcals on (helr
retirn to Heckmotdwike. The

responsibility of
Imgprenving the club's

Huavy Woallen Crp, thy isuded
the seasom in proflt by 5. went o i win the maich by 117
Withs fnmous cup winandsn  mums - and also (he Hesvy
improevesd bank balance, the Woollen Cup!

180 Mot Out.

Tre bmipé'-u

2 B Dewvins and Roby Light hivve cowiittin theée books
about the histony of kool orickst md the sedes s calied

Thery e piet of the £50,000 Cricksl Horitngs Project
wqmwwm wmﬁuw

pulsiished ty Sgma Press. Coll Dr Dovies
an 01484 472405 for more information.



Pridiog Aty T, 2008

In the last of his features.on Cricket and the Community
in the Spen Valley, Dr Peter Davies traces the history of
Heckmondwike and Carlinghow United Cricket Chib

Sport and
wOrship
went hand

N hand

ECRMONDWIKE
Hnmtt‘ml.‘nmm

Urahtndd Cricikat
Club was oot foandead
wpiles Uhis i
I 1858 Upiper
Inilependent Chnpsi
v Enidlt im Chagse]
Lane, Heclonondw ke,
mnd i1 was this
tratiru e (hal gnve
ribe to Upper Chige|
Crickst Club, which
lmber morpged witha
Carlinghow erickel club
ko formy Heekenondwiks
anud Carfinghow Ueniisd
Cricket Club.
The copstrsction of e
U e | ndepirnadenst
Chige] bisd o the
Pornsaticn af tha
originel cricket team
Thi charch gave the
ommumity n meeting
pines whers thiy el
Arrmnpe ool and
leimere wvmits wock e
crie nt mabches
Early memiwers of the
b e lcely (o have
baren, closely nasir jarbed
with thechurch. Laler
e ldence slageests that
thiln wes alse Ches cans
maidty yeurs thevonfter
The ariginal ground bs
still v fodny ardd is
altintsd on Chapel
Lans, Heckomomd wile
Thet: firsd mention of &
Cricket Club® tnme in
Lppeer Charpel literatuire
ol 1
Links to the church in
Ul sy Yo were
clemriy very tirong
The Upjrer Independend
Chape] “manual’ for
LB8T shows (hai many
peuple were initindly
afirnctied o the crickel

L

clulb aned through this
Thern beerame nitnrhad
abso 1o the chureh

The chureh nnoourged
s young men of the
Bmam b jokn iheir
chiurch and Sunday
srhoul.

Criche was not the
omlly spert that the
church encourmgel
Church manuals dating
s far back as the early
15008 carry reports
alsout wther sports.
clobs. The bowling club
dates hack to arpand
152 nnd & temnds clish
wus sl up tn 19ER

This 15008 wittisid the
start of & booim period
Im 197 ehee clush
nchieved thalr fra
niajof ST m
winners ol the Spen
Valley Lengue

Lri thiie Lk stirraimeesr of
penceiimi - |00 - they
secoped the Herabd Cap
The beginning of the

l"luTn 14 ot four picd
ol koenl eluba st this
tme

The war nubant that the
edials Boutiwl it extremely
hard torelse & slde,
11046 Wik i yoar of oy
Tar many with ibe
tiling af 1he coaflhol
However s the Upper
Chapel manial shews,
o retiirmbing from the
faress, many ex-players
were shocked at the
Etale of the pitch and
pavilion!

This ahock led to the re
Formntion of the clab,
primarily mwork an
ithe groundl. A mesting
al intereatid] parties bed
ot anly to the re
lmumch af thi ericke
cliats brist tha foaomiation
ol the pirw well Known
chureh yodih
movemeni: DCYO,

Wk wnl dans on 1k
Neld anid pavilion. The
b wa indedrie]. b6
many volumtonrs and
nbss o tha chabrch for
thalr finamelal backing
huritig (his Wmn of
o,

This elub welcomed
besck many ohi
manrmibeers anad also
etroirige] new
members to join, They
niw had ihe confidence
o majminin the good
name of Upper Chape|
oG

The club aleg stressed
tha bmportanos of mot
playing members - they
haa been croctal in the
i inde post war

years, The horsd work of - Sundsy school

the late sumamer of 140,
it in by the members
af e e Formosed eriched

Tos=g g the: high
wtnndards, and fodlow in
the Tootategs of 1k
farkssars, had cléarly
Teen nchievoed

[ LierT Uppor Chaps]
loak juir guenes ni alll
They wen (he Baidey
mnid District Sunday
school Laague Cug nml
the Batley and District
Surnday pcduoal
Challenge Cugi. This
wasn greaf
uchisvement
considering that the
ik was still in the
process of refoem

‘Thie senton &'w thom
playing on halfl the
original playing smn
and changing i the

I Sudy R4 1

] ¥ r
Chage| won :hﬁuﬁn
und District Simnday
scheal fnal st Mounl
Fleasant against Cress
Ehanlk Mt hiod jsta

In 1966 the Hadley

Thir boces ure pubianot by Gigma
T D Dl o £/1454 472408 o mar

Criche! Losgise Mol
anid [Tpper Chapal
joined the Dewsbury
und [¥strict Lohgue in
Sectit] C

The beapns hanedbook
shawn thal im 19690 they
woh Becthon C anil thok
enbered Section T B
ithe 1F9) season,

By 1974 they had bien
relegnied 1o Section
Throughout this decnde
theey yoyoed betwesn
Sections Band C
Again, in VT the elub
gl promotion to
Secthon B but were
Telegnied at the orsd of
the 1I7TR mhssni

In this poriod, the skde
‘with Lasedl arvund thres
Tnmilies: the Sykeses,
Wiillers mied Asplinals
Afer changing thelr
nane 16 Heekmondw i
URC CL, the efuh
emalgamated with
anather local wide to
form Heckmondwike
] Carttnghosr Unifed
oo

Ty e clob Ia
thriving in the
Huddersfinld Cuntral
Lamjiss, ainil Chere i
mhwayn a great spirk
and ervthniskasm ot
Chuipe] Lafin,

Pross

FACTORY SHOP

SUMMER
SALE

= All printed fabrics at
£1 per metre
= All woven fabrics at
£2 per metre
PO A LIMITLD TIME ONLY
A massve selertion of printed § woven
desrance fabrics including dicontinued
Enbrrics, ol ends & one-olf cstom deugm
& voloury at greatly decourted prices.
Absn awailibhn are shewrt & o,
blackout fabeicy, Brings & a salaction
of ready made curtaim & bedupreads

OPENING TIMES




