
OUT IN THE 
MIDDLE! 

 

PLAYERS & UMPIRES 
 

The inter-war years witnessed a remarkable 
blossoming of women's cricket.  
 

This development threatened one of the major 
assumptions about sport, and cricket in 
particular; namely, that it was very much a male 
preserve.  
 
 

 
 
 

Men were seen as the natural athletes, while 
women, on the whole, were assigned a minor, 
supporting role.  
 

Even as late as 2002, it is reported that female 
participation rates in sport were 56 per cent – 
compared with 71 per cent for men.   



One of the earliest women’s teams to emerge 
in the Halifax area was at Greetland in the 
1920s, below. 
 
 

 
 

 



In 1898 a women's XI had been formed in 
Brighouse, and during the 1930s the town 
boasted one of the few women's teams in the 
North.  
 

 
 

In 1935, Brighouse Ladies were crowned 
Yorkshire champions and in Mona Greenwood 
possessed one of the star performers of the 
era.  



According to Jack Williams: ‘The playing of 
cricket by women expanded and became 
more organised between the wars, but the 
number of women who played regularly 
never exceeded 5,000 and was probably 
always fewer than those playing tennis, golf 
or hockey.’ 
 

 
 
There were also key organisational landmarks 
in the 1920s and 1930s: the Women's Cricket 
Association (WCA) was formed in 1926, and 
ten clubs had become affiliated to it by 1927. 
By 1937 there were 20 county associations, 
and by 1938 105 clubs, 18 colleges and 85 
schools had formed a link with the WCA.   



Nevertheless, the phenomenon of women’s 
cricket merits only one index reference in Derek 
Birley’s seminal study, A Social History of 
English Cricket, and none at all in Christopher 
Brookes’ English Cricket: The Game and its 
Players through the Ages.  
 

 
 

For the cricketing women of Brighouse, 1931 
was very much 'the first season' or 
'breakthrough' year. Brighouse Ladies emerged 
victorious in eight of their eleven fixtures that 
summer.  
 

But more than that, women's cricket started to 
spread.  



In the middle of 1931, the Bighouse & Elland 
Echo stated: ‘Ladies' cricket in the town is 
now well established. Tonight, the Technical 
School Girls are to play Rastrick New-road, 
at Clifton-road, and next Friday night…the 
Brighouse Secondary School Girls are to 
meet a side from Huddersfield.’ 
 

 
 
Todmorden CC entered a team in the 
Lancashire Women’s Cricket Federation 
between 1933 and 1936.  
 

In February 1933 the club, ‘resolved not to join 
(Lancashire) Ladies’ Cricket Federation but, in 
view of increasing interest in ladies cricket, give 
notice…that we are willing to provide facilities 
for any ladies who are agreeable and desirous 
of taking up this sport.’   



As it was, in 1933 Todmorden had decided to 
‘form a Ladies’ Cricket Section’.  
 

 
 



In 1927 a Dearne Valley women's league 
(centring on Doncaster) was formed; 1930 
witnessed the birth of the Keighley Ladies' 
Cricket Competition; in 1931 the Yorkshire 
Women's Cricket Federation was established. 
 

And by 1932 the Yorkshire Federation had set 
up its own Inter-City and Towns League 
(Brighouse plus Bingley, Bradford, Dewsbury, 
Halifax, Holme Valley, Horbury, Huddersfield, 
Keighley, Littleborough, Liversedge, and 
Sowerby Bridge all entered teams).  
 

 



During the 1930s we also encounter the 
Bradford Women's Evening Cricket League and 
the Leeds & District Women's Cricket League.   
 

Most women’s cricket in Brighouse was played 
under the auspices of the Women’s Cricket 
Federation, some matches as early as 1931 
and 1932.  
 

   
 

Todmorden were lagging slightly behind.  
 

They played a full season in the Lancashire 
Women’s Cricket Federation in 1933, locking 
horns with Rochdale, Heywood, Crompton, 
Burnley, Littleborough, Milnrow and Facit on a 
home-and-away basis.  



Coverage in the Echo was extensive.  
 

On 24 July 1931 the paper devoted three full 
broadsheet columns to the women’s game.  
 

   



  
 

     



 
 

Four separate stories were covered: the match 
against Bradford; the return fixture against 
Bradford; the away match at Lascelles Hall; 
and a scheme to standardise local women’s 
cricket.   

 

     



Women’s cricket matches in Brighouse were 
also extremely well advertised in the Echo: 

 

 
 

The first thing we notice in the local press is the 
surprise and interest that greeted the advent of 
women's teams.  
 

 
 

On 29 May 1931, the Echo reported: 'A large 
crowd enjoyed the novel spectacle of a 
ladies' cricket match on the Rastrick ground 
last Monday morning, when teams 
representing Rastrick and Brighouse met in 
a friendly game.'   



The novelty of women's cricket was reflected in 
the size of attendances. Women's county 
games could attract crowds of up to 8,000.   
 
The May fixture between Brighouse and 
Rastrick ladies was watched by a gathering of 
1,000 - small in comparison to the county 
crowds mentioned above (and to the crowds 
that men’s games attracted), but mightily 
impressive for a match between women's 
teams from two small towns.   
 

 
 
When Victoria Central School Old Girls played 
Nahums, a Salterhebble cotton spinning 
factory, the Echo reported that there was a 
'large crowd' and that everyone was 'treated to 
a spectacular display'.   



By contrast, when Brighouse visited Lascelles 
Hall in July 1931, ‘The lack of “atmosphere” 
seemed to affect the Brighouse side 
somewhat, and compared with the 
enthusiasm which their matches arouse at 
home, they found the…Hall spectators 
almost unnervingly quiet.’  
 

 
 

Brighouse Ladies were the number-one team in 
the area but other teams also emerged. 
 

They were at Rastrick, Elland, Brighouse & 
District, plus a host of schoolgirl sides including 
Technical School Girls, Rastrick New Road 
Girls, Carr Green Girls, Hove Edge Girls, 
Brighouse Secondary School Girls and Victoria 
Central School Old Girls.  



So, women's cricket in this period was 
essentially middle-class and upper-class. 
 

We also know that most of the players were 
young, single girls. When the Echo listed the 
sides for the Rastrick-Brighouse game in early 
July, they did so like this: 
 

 
 

Rastrick – Misses E.Ramsden (captain), 
E.Henson, M.Southern, B.Marsden, 
V.Newsome, F.Clegg, A.Eastwood, 
M.Marsden, N.Marsden, M.Peck, B.Haley. 
Reserves: M.Hedley and D.Greenwood 
 

Brighouse – Misses M.Stansfield (captain), 
A.Holgate, A.Sheard, M.Carling, K.Halmshaw, 
B.Woodcock, E.Bates, M.Halmshaw, 
M.Blackburn, W.Green, E.Ellis Reserves: 
K.Drake and E.Owen  



In Todmorden a male cricketer – J. Ratcliff – 
was ‘asked to coach the lady members’ at a 
committee meeting on 3 April 1933.  Later that 
month, two ‘scratch’ matches were arranged for 
the club’s female players.   
 

 
Todmorden’s ground in the 1920s 

 

In May the club decided to give ‘half…the 
“gate” at the Crompton match on July 28th 
to Lancashire Women’s Federation’, and by 
June it was resolved that the ‘fares of 4 lady 
cricketers in the trial match at Burnley be 
paid by the club’. 
 

The club’s female cricketers were also offered 
use of net facilities and the ground. Thus, 
Todmorden’s ‘willingness’ to help its female 
cricketers had evolved into enthusiasm. 



The beginning of women's cricket was greeted 
not just as a 'novelty'. It also heralded an 
outpouring of gender stereotypes.  
 

It could be argued that local newspapers were 
guilty of slightly looking down on women's 
cricket. In Brighouse there were many 
examples of this.  
 

 
 

The Echo's report on the special challenge 
match between Rastrick Ladies and Brighouse 
Ladies in May 1931 was accompanied by the 
headline, FAIR CRICKETERS AT RASTRICK.   



The phrase 'fair cricketers' was used again 
within the report. A month later, an advert for 
the match between Carr Green Girls and Hove 
Edge Girls finished with the words: 'Roll up to 
watch the fair sex use the willow'.   
 

 
 

In the same kind of vein, a caption to an Echo 
photograph read: 'A Good Return - A fielder 
in the ladies' cricket match at Rastrick 
caught in graceful pose'.  



At times, the tone of comments emanating from 
those watching was patronising.  
 

When New Road Ladies played the Technical 
School, the headline in the Echo was: 
ENTHUSIASTIC LADY CRICKETERS - BRISK 
HITTING AT CLIFTON-ROAD GROUND.   
 

 
 

Similarly, when Rastrick played Brighouse, the 
Echo reported that: 'The ladies entered 
enthusiastically into the game, and some of 
them displayed no little skill.'   
 

'Enthusiastic' is the give-away word. Would it 
really have been used to describe the efforts of 
the Brighouse men?  



The paper also devoted a number of ‘editorials’ 
to issues surrounding women’s cricket – a sure 
sign of the game’s growing strength and 
importance.    
 

 



  
 

   



Women's cricket was growing and becoming a 
significant spectator sport in its own right. As a 
result, it began to produce its own stars: 
Margaret Lockwood, England wicketkeeper, 
who received invitations to 'guest' for various 
teams; Mrs L. Wilson, of Keighley C.C., who 
took hat-tricks in successive matches; and, in 
Brighouse, Mona Greenwood.  
 

 



It was the summer of 1931 that saw the 
emergence of Mona Greenwood as captain of 
the Brighouse team, and its top performer.  
 

In 1935 the Brighouse women’s side was 
crowned Yorkshire champions. Greenwood 
also represented England Women in two 
‘Tests’ against Australia in 1937.  
 

 
 

As a result of her success, Greenwood became 
a celebrity. In 1934 her views on watching Don 
Bradman, the legendary Australian batsman, 
were sought by the media when he appeared in 
the Headingley Test Match of that year.  



Ladies teams were springing up all over the 
place, in nearby towns and local schools. The 
following teams are mentioned in the Echo in 
1931: Huddersfield, Lascelles Hall, Holmfirth, 
Bradford, Keighley and Nahums Ltd.  
 

 
 

On 28 August 1931, under the heading 
LADIES' CRICKET MATCH - FIRST AT 
ELLAND - A GOOD HOME VICTORY, the 
Echo reported: 'Elland staged its first ladies' 
cricket match on Tuesday, and so 
successful did it prove that there is every 
possibility of it being made an annual 
event.'  



 
We also know that in 1938, the opening of a 
new 'tea tent' at Illingworth St. Mary's was 
marked by a special cricket match. 

 

 
 

 
The opposing teams were the 'Ladies' and 
'Gentlemen of the club', with 'the male element 
being restricted to retired cricketers'.   
 



Thereafter, in the decades following, an array 
of other women's teams emerged in the area, 
including this one at Blackley in 1969: 

 
 

 



Women’s cricket has been on the rise in recent 
years with the national side reaching the semi-
finals of the 2005 World Cup and recording an 
Ashes series win over Australia. 
 
The England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
reports that there has been a 33 per cent 
increase in the number of new women’s cricket 
sides since 2003 - and there are now more 
than two million girls actively participating in the 
game nationwide. 
 

 

 
Here in Yorkshire various coaching and training 
initiatives have been set up for young female 
cricketers.  



  



 
 

 



The main difference between men and 
women’s cricket is the difference in strength 
between the two genders.  
 

In women’s cricket the fastest ball will be about 
65-70 miles per hour – equivalent to a medium- 
pacer in the men’s game - while sixes are a 
very rare occurrence.  
 

Test matches are only played over four days 
and one-day run rates are typically about four 
an over as opposed to the men’s version where 
run rates can be as high as six or seven an 
over throughout an innings. 
 

Southowram also have their star female 
cricketer, Sarah Williamson. 
 

 



     
 

Women’s cricket has been played at Scott 
Street, Walsden. 

 

 



And Sowerby Bridge Church Institute (SBCI) 
CC boasts a flourishing junior set-up, including 
lots of enthusiastic girl cricketers. 
 

 
 

 
 



Wainstalls are another Calderdale club that –
before their demise in 2005 - tried to encourage 
women’s cricket as part of their efforts to 
broaden the appeal of the sport. 
 

 
 

 



    
 

   



Calderdale also boasts a female umpire, Elise 
Sykes. 
 
She had been involved in cricket 31 years – as a 
tea lady primarily - when she took up umpiring in 
1991. Her husband and son were also involved in 
cricket. 
 

 
 
She now says: 
 

It wasn’t really that hostile at first. The men 
cricketers just used to say: Oh God it’s her 
again! But they’ve changed now and 
they’ve got used to me. It just took the men 
a bit of time to get used to a female umpire. 
 

I now do 26 games a year – league, cup 
and juniors. There are no other umpires in 
the Halifax League but it’s actually not that 
unusual to see female umpires in the 
Bradford League. 


