OUT IN THE
MIDDLE!

PLAYERS & UMPIRES

The Inter-war years witnessed a remarkable
blossoming of women's cricket.

This development threatened one of the major
assumptions about sport, and cricket In
particular; namely, that it was very much a male
preserve.

Men were seen as the natural athletes, while
women, on the whole, were assigned a minor,
supporting role.

Even as late as 2002, it is reported that female
participation rates in sport were 56 per cent —
compared with 71 per cent for men.




One of the earliest women’s teams to emerge
in the Halifax area was at Greetland in the
1920s, below.




In 1898 a women's Xl| had been formed in
Brighouse, and during the 1930s the town
boasted one of the few women's teams in the
North.

WAS.IT A CENTURY—OR A DUCK?

—This lady cricketer, who took part

in_ the Rastrick v. Brighouse match on

Monday, does not seem al all perturhed

at!the prospect of facing the crowd and
the bowlin g

In 1935, Brighouse Ladies were crowned
Yorkshire champions and in Mona Greenwood
possessed one of the star performers of the
era.




According to Jack Williams: ‘The playing of
cricket by women expanded and became
more organised between the wars, but the
number of women who played regularly
never exceeded 5,000 and was probably
always fewer than those playing tennis, golf
or hockey.’
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There were also key organisational landmarks
iIn the 1920s and 1930s: the Women's Cricket
Association (WCA) was formed in 1926, and
ten clubs had become affiliated to it by 1927.
By 1937 there were 20 county associations,
and by 1938 105 clubs, 18 colleges and 85
schools had formed a link with the WCA.




Nevertheless, the phenomenon of women’s
cricket merits only one index reference in Derek
Birley’'s seminal study, A Social History of
English Cricket, and none at all in Christopher
Brookes’ English Cricket: The Game and its
Players through the Ages.

BRIGHOUSE LADIES' CRICKET TEAM, who were defeated last Friday by a Bradford XI. - The return match
will be played 4t Bradiord to-night.

For the cricketing women of Brighouse, 1931
was very much ‘'the first season' or
'‘breakthrough' year. Brighouse Ladies emerged
victorious in eight of their eleven fixtures that
summer.

But more than that, women's cricket started to
spread.




In the middle of 1931, the Bighouse & Elland
Echo stated: ‘Ladies' cricket in the town is
now well established. Tonight, the Technical
School Girls are to play Rastrick New-road,
at Clifton-road, and next Friday night...the
Brighouse Secondary School Girls are to
meet a side from Huddersfield.’

Brighouse Ladies’ C.C.

i1hie Brighouse Ladies' brought their
first season - & close, on Saturday, by
a sensaltional win over a team of ladles
from EKeighley, The match took place

at Clifton-road, and the visitors, who
cpme with a grealt reputation, were
beatenn by narrow margin of two runs,
after an exciting fintsh. Batting first,
Brighouse made 102, the top scorer
being Barbarau Woodcock, who earried
out her bat for a well-plaved 31. V.
Newsome, who made 23, Mona Green-

woond (13, nnd Alice Sheard (17), were
the other chief scorers, Only one of
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Todmorden CC entered a team in the
Lancashire Women’'s Cricket Federation
between 1933 and 1936.

In February 1933 the club, ‘resolved not to join
(Lancashire) Ladies’ Cricket Federation but, in
view of increasing interest in ladies cricket, give
notice...that we are willing to provide facilities
for any ladies who are agreeable and desirous
of taking up this sport.’




As 1t was, In 1933 Todmorden had decided to
‘form a Ladies’ Cricket Section’.

: -Cricket.

" ' Ladies' Matches at
- Brighouse.

The Knock-out Competition

e —

The local ladies' cricket teams have
en pusy this week with the Knock-out
ompetition, and the two semi-finals
ave been decided. On Friday night
ast the Secondary School Old Gilrls
asily disposed of Carr Green ladies
sating them by an innings and 28 runs,
while on Tuesday, in the other svint
'final, the Central School Girls scored
'an cqually emphatic viclory ovel Lhwe
New-road ladies’ team, winning by an
innings and 47 runs. The final belween
these two big scoring sides should prove




In 1927 a Dearne Valley women's league
(centring on Doncaster) was formed; 1930
witnessed the birth of the Keighley Ladies'
Cricket Competition; in 1931 the Yorkshire
Women's Cricket Federation was established.

And by 1932 the Yorkshire Federation had set
up its own Inter-City and Towns League
(Brighouse plus Bingley, Bradford, Dewsbury,
Halifax, Holme Valley, Horbury, Huddersfield,
Keighley, Littleborough, Liversedge, and
Sowerby Bridge all entered teams).

Lady Crickeéters at

| Briﬂgmse. |

Salterhebhle' Team Qver-
| whelmed.

|
Prospective Matches.

A number of Brighouse ladies gave
avy efloctive allswer Lo Lthose Clilles wllo
say wonmen will never be able 10 play
cricket, when the Vicloria Ceutral
School Old Girls met a4 leam of ludwb
(rom Nahums, Lid., Salterhebble, at the
Brizhouse C.C. ground, on Wednesdiy |
mienl.  The visilors did not shape vy
well, being twice dismissed forT An k-
grogate of 41 runs, bui ine low SCil

Was, i ¢ ribite to the skill ol
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During the 1930s we also encounter the
Bradford Women's Evening Cricket League and
the Leeds & District Women's Cricket League.

Most women'’s cricket in Brighouse was played
under the auspices of the Women’s Cricket
Federation, some matches as early as 1931

and 1932.
Brighouse 'I;adies’
Cricket Club.

Why the Bradford Match
Was Lost.

A Frieindly Criticism.,

The eagecly anticipat
(weghi Lhe Br;ghomzplﬁ&l:?afn% t?hﬂr;
Eradford Ladies’ cricket teams took
blace on Friday night, at Clifton-road
and atiracted a large crowd, who were
sormewnal disappointed Lo see the home
slde, through A combination of 8 variety

Todmorden were lagging slightly behind.

They played a full season in the Lancashire
Women’s Cricket Federation in 1933, locking
horns with Rochdale, Heywood, Crompton,
Burnley, Littleborough, Milnrow and Facit on a
home-and-away basis.




Coverage in the Echo was extensive.

On 24 July 1931 the paper devoted three full
broadsheet columns to the women’s game.
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Cricket,

Brighouse Ladies’ Victory

— ———

Rastrick Rivals Beaten. ]

——
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On Saturday, at the Round IIilli
ground, Brighouse ladies plaved a'
return game with Lhe, Rastrick ladinsi
and reversed the verdict of the previous l
mateh on Whit Saturaay, winning by I :

lour wickels. Rastrick were, unfor-
Linately, withoue e services of Mona
Greenwood, AllCe RUIZie wus e
most suvcessiul bowler on the Brig- |
[LOUSE S1ulC, Ldrallp Gl wickeos fur «glh
uaraLg Ui malcl, ana she also scured |
20 runs.  ‘lhe scores were — | 8

Rasirnck.—eirst inmngs. K, Ramsden | ©
b Buinsiiad g, v Newsout b Woodeock |
P2, K. Henson b Sheavd 12, B, Marsden | ¥

b Saanstield 13, M. Bouthern b Holgare D
4. M. Marsgen ¢ K. Halmshaw b Holpaly !
L, N. Maradei ¢ Holgale b Sheare 12, B!
Haley ¢ Holgale b Sheard 0, A, Fust- ' Y
L wood ¢ Blackburn b Holgate 0, M. Peck
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GIRL CRICKETERS
" CHARITIES.

HELP

Success of Bradford’s

Evening League,

The officials of the Bradford Ladies'
Evening Cricket League were able to
report & highly successful flrst season
when theF %Eld their annual meeling
at Cambridge House, on Monday even-
ing last, for in addition to the excel-
lent results from a playing point of
view, It was announced that the League
hns been able to contribute over £50 to
local charitles

" We thought we were starting on a
 delicate thing when we founded the
' League," sald Mr. H. Joy, who presided
'in the unavoidable absence of the
| President (Mr. F. H. Timperley), “but
it has proved more popular than we
imagined. I think the amount of money
| we have been able to distribute has
‘been & marvellous achievement for thel

Cricket.
Brighouse Ladies" C.C.
Huddersfield Twice Beaten

PTIE
Beh

i

| Rovers, . The : q

| reputation in the crickét world, he
‘won the workships competition at Hud-|
‘dersfleld bpth last year and this season.
| Their reputation seemed to have over-

FROOTRE RIS ol e

awed the Brighouse girls, who, in the
firat Innings, were obviousiy nervous,
neither bdtting nor bowling in cus-
tomary form, with the result that they
were 23 runs behind., At the ‘second
venture, however, the Old Girls shook
off thelr attack of nerves and some
excellent, bowling by Mona Greenwood,
who took six wilclkets for 11, and E.
Ramsden, who had four for 10, was

T ilensd v el mlasrn and alart flaldline.

having | 6

The Brighouse Ladies' cricket team
have this  week continued thelr
triumphiant career, twice bealing the
Huddersficld Ladies, and thus proving
that the defeat of the local team on
Bank Holiday Monday, at Cleckheaton,
wits 1ot o true reflex of the merits of
the two leams, On Friday night, at
Clren-road, the Brighouse girls almost
doubled their oppouents' tolal, while,
i a returny mateh, at Lockwood, on
Woednesday night, the Huddersfield
lachies were all oul for 8500 comnared




[

Brighouse Ladies’ C.C.

, 1he Brighouse Ladies' brought their
| first season - & close, on Saturday, by
& sensational win over a team of ladies
f[rom Keighlev. The match took place

at Clifton-road, and the visltors, wlo
crme with a greal reputalion, were
beaten by narrow margin of two runs,
after an exciting finish,  Batting first.
Brighouse made 102. the top scorer
belng Barbarn Woodeock, who earried
ol her bat for a well-played 31. V.
Newsome, who made 23, Mona Green-
wood (13, and Alice Sheard (17), were
the .ollier chief scorers, Only one of
the visitors seemed able to cope wilh
the Brighouse bowling, that was N,
Smith. but she made 52 before being

Four separate stories were covered: the match
against Bradford; the return fixture against
Bradford; the away match at Lascelles Hall;
and a scheme to standardise local women'’s
cricket.

Brighouse Ladies’ Club.
A SUOCEBSFUL SEASON.

The Brighousa Ladies' Cricket Club
have reason to be proud of their first
season's record. Durlng the summer
they played 11 matches, won B and lost
three. e« of the matches in which
they suffered defeat was an exhibition
Eumr: at Cleckhenton, when Hudders-

eld Ladies heat them by six runs. In
a subsequent match, Brighouse took an
ample revenge, winning easily, Amongst
Lthe sides beaten was ths fapous Keigh-
ley team, who had not previously been
defeated in inter-town games, hyt who
lost at Brighouse in the last match of
the season, by oneg run.




Women’s cricket matches in Brighouse were
also extremely well advertised in the Echo:

'-TGRKNB CRICKET MATCHES
I

ON THE CLIFTON ROAD GROUND.

| THIS (FRIDAY) EVENING. JULY 10 Wickels pitched at 7 o'clock.
| SEMI-FINAL ROUND.  LADIES COMPETITION.

! Secondary School Old Girls v. Carr Green Girls.

| Admission: ADULTS 2d.; BOYS & GIRLS (under 14) 1d.

i SATURDAY, JULY 1L PRIESTLEY SHIELD SECOND ROUND.

BRIGHOUSE 2nd v. IDLE 2nd.

Wickets pitehed 2 o'clock.
Admisslon: ADULTS 3d.; BOYS & GIRLS (under }4] 2

R
| ==

The first thing we notice in the local press is the

surprise and interest that greeted the advent of
women's teams.

== == |
GRAND CRICKET MATCH

BRIGHOUSE LADIES w. KEIGHLEY LADIES

12th
Saturday Afternoon, September
on the Clifton Road Ground.
WICKETS PITCHED AT 3 O°'CLOCE.

—_—

On 29 May 1931, the Echo reported: 'A large
crowd enjoyed the novel spectacle of a
ladies' cricket match on the Rastrick ground
last Monday morning, when teams

representing Rastrick and Brighouse met in
a friendly game.'




The novelty of women's cricket was reflected in
the size of attendances. Women's county
games could attract crowds of up to 8,000.

The May fixture between Brighouse and
Rastrick ladies was watched by a gathering of
1,000 - small in comparison to the county
crowds mentioned above (and to the crowds
that men’'s games attracted), but mightily
impressive for a match between women's
teams from two small towns.
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Grand CRICKET MATLHES

ON THE CLIFTON ROAD Kﬁﬁﬂggg,“wf"
ENING i 7 O'CLOCK. MATCH.—

THIS EVENING (JUNE 15th) AT , ) .

TECHNICAL SCHOOL GIRLS v. NEW Iﬂum: G[IRI’R
Admission: Adulls a4, Boysand Glrls, 1d. 1

] TERN [ iE AT 2.30 pm,
ATURDAY AFTERNOON (JUNE 20th) : ‘ i N
® BRRADFORD LEAGUE MATCH. BRIGHOUSE 2nd v. BINGLEY 2n

- Admizssion: Adults 2d., Boys and Glrls, 1d.

WEBNTUINAY EVENING (JUNE 24thl AT 7 {J'C_LGE_H. L;IHE{: MATCH.
' CARR GREEN GIELS v. HOVE EDGE GIRLS.

Admisslon: Attu.lt.q'- 2d., Boys and Girls, 1d.

Roll up to watch the falr sex use the willow.

When Victoria Central School Old Girls played
Nahums, a Salterhebble cotton spinning
factory, the Echo reported that there was a
'large crowd' and that everyone was 'treated to
a spectacular display'.




By contrast, when Brighouse visited Lascelles
Hall in July 1931, ‘The lack of “atmosphere”
seemed to affect the Brighouse side
somewhat, and compared with the
enthusiasm which their matches arouse at
home, they found the...Hall spectators
almost unnervingly quiet.’

LADIES AT CRICKET.—The team, representing Brighouse Central School Old Girls, who beat Nahum’s,
Salterhebble, |

Brighouse Ladies were the number-one team in
the area but other teams also emerged.

They were at Rastrick, Elland, Brighouse &
District, plus a host of schoolgirl sides including
Technical School Girls, Rastrick New Road
Girls, Carr Green Girls, Hove Edge Girls,
Brighouse Secondary School Girls and Victoria
Central School OlId Girls.




So, women's cricket in this period was
essentially middle-class and upper-class.

We also know that most of the players were
young, single girls. When the Echo listed the
sides for the Rastrick-Brighouse game in early
July, they did so like this:

CHAMPIONS, |

Secondary School 0ld Glrls

The final of the knock-out. competi-1
tion for ladies' cricket teams in Brig-|
house took place at Clifton-road, ony
Monday night, when the  Secondaryi|
School Old Girls easily defeated  the |
Central School Girls. There was a large |
crowd, all of whom thoroughly enjoyed |
the game. A

Rastrick — Misses E.Ramsden (captain),
E.Henson, M.Southern, B.Marsden,
V.Newsome, F.Clegg, A.Eastwood,
M.Marsden, N.Marsden, M.Peck, B.Haley.
Reserves: M.Hedley and D.Greenwood

Brighouse — Misses M.Stansfield (captain),
A.Holgate, A.Sheard, M.Carling, K.Halmshaw,
B.Woodcock, E.Bates, M.Halmshaw,
M.Blackburn, W.Green, E.Ellis Reserves:
K.Drake and E.Owen




In Todmorden a male cricketer — J. Ratcliff —
was ‘asked to coach the lady members’ at a
committee meeting on 3 April 1933. Later that
month, two ‘scratch’ matches were arranged for
the club’s female players.

In May the club decided to give ‘half...the
“gate” at the Crompton match on July 28th
to Lancashire Women’s Federation’, and by
June it was resolved that the ‘fares of 4 lady
cricketers in the trial match at Burnley be
paid by the club’.

The club’s female cricketers were also offered
use of net facilities and the ground. Thus,
Todmorden’s ‘willingness’ to help its female
cricketers had evolved into enthusiasm.




The beginning of women's cricket was greeted
not just as a 'novelty’. It also heralded an
outpouring of gender stereotypes.

It could be argued that local newspapers were
guilty of slightly looking down on women's

cricket. In Brighouse there were many
examples of this.

ks FAIR CRICKETERS AT

JE

4! RASTRICK.

‘Brighouse Ladies Beaten.|

A large crowd enjoyed Lthe novel spec-
tavhe o o ludies' ericket match on the |
Rustrivk ground last Monday morning,
whet teaans roepresenung Rastrick and
Brighouse met 1in a friendly game. The
event was orgdanised by Mr. 4. N. Con-
way-Davies, ol the J.O.C. The ladies
entered cuvhusiastienlly inlo the game,
and some of them displayed no little
skill. Ruastrick proved the winners,
seoring 4b, whereas the Brighouse ladies
could only compile 20 at their first ven-
ture and 27 in a se¢cond junings. It
should be mentioned, though, that the
Brighouse sitle were deprived of the ser-
vices of soveral ol Lheir hest players who
were awdy on holidavs. Miss Evelyn
Hanson was the most prolific scorer,
knocking up 37, and Misses Barbara
Marsden and Mona Greenwood were the

The Echo's report on the special challenge
match between Rastrick Ladies and Brighouse
Ladies in May 1931 was accompanied by the
headline, FAIR CRICKETERS AT RASTRICK.




The phrase 'fair cricketers' was used again
within the report. A month later, an advert for
the match between Carr Green Girls and Hove
Edge Girls finished with the words: 'Roll up to
watch the fair sex use the willow"'.

A -GOOD- RI_-_.—I_URN.-—.-"L fielder in the ladies'- l::i.r.k:'l[ match at Rastrick,
caught in graceful ‘pote.

In the same kind of vein, a caption to an Echo
photograph read: 'A Good Return - A fielder
In the ladies' cricket match at Rastrick
caught in graceful pose'.




At times, the tone of comments emanating from
those watching was patronising.

When New Road Ladies played the Technical
School, the headline in the Echo was:
ENTHUSIASTIC LADY CRICKETERS - BRISK
HITTING AT CLIFTON-ROAD GROUND.

” ..
|r.

i El'j’ht'husiastic Lady |
| Cricketers.

Brisk Hitting at Clifton-
road -Ground.

‘ Interest in the lochl ladies' ericket
[ teams shows no sign of diminution. and
the two matches decided on the Brig-
.| house Cricket Ground during the week
.| have attraected large crowds. Last Fri-
"|day night, the New-road Ladies’ 'tp;iztu

;| beat & side from the Teehnleal Se
thanks largelv to a bright ba&l;’&hﬁféi
lay by Miss E. Henson, who made 42

ting 1o fewer than five fours Miss

.| Henson also bowled well, takiﬁg five

;| Wickets for 15 in the first innines and

Similarly, when Rastrick played Brighouse, the
Echo reported that: 'The ladies entered
enthusiastically into the game, and some of
them displayed no little skill.'

'‘Enthusiastic’ is the give-away word. Would it
really have been used to describe the efforts of
the Brighouse men?




The paper also devoted a number of ‘editorials’
to issues surrounding women'’s cricket — a sure

sign of the game’'s growing strength and
importance.

A SIGN OF THE TIMES.

Now that the ladies have, in a large
nmieasure, secured that equality of
cpportunity for which they used to cry
ont, will they carry the thing to 1its
‘logical conclusion and accept equality
ot resm@;‘y? At a meeting, this
weck, whe e guestion of charges for
admissipn Lo the Iinal stages of Lhe
local Merit Bowling Competition was
being discussed, one delegate suggested
that the ladies and gontlemen should
both pay the saine price. He was in
a 1minority, the iarger scction of the
delegates preferring te {ollow the old
practice of admitling ladies 'al half
price, though one sympathiser with the
sugzeslion did remark Lthat, " of course,
if #he ladies wanted to play a manly
part they could pay [(ull price.” 15
Lhis incident a sign of Lthe times and
shall we soon find that the ladies,
having been given cqual opporiniities
in all sports and games, will be
expected to accept egual responsibli-
Lies for providing the funds with whicl
Lhe sport is carriced one It does seem




THE GBSPORTING SFIRIT!

The Brighouse Ladies' cricket team,
who have been establithing a reputation
for themselves lately, have this week
had an experience of how soon an un-
sportsmanlike spirit ecan creep Into
what I3, after all, only a game, The
local ladies were anxious to arrange a
metch with the more experienced Brad-
ford Ladies' team, helieving they could
put up a good show and Lhat the visit
of a =zide from our more influential
nelghbour would be a greab attraction
and might be the means of helping some
degerving Brighouse organisation.
Accordingly they got into touch with
the secretarv of the Bradford club. Tao

?:wnmg WOMEN DO NOT VENTURE.
'["It has been left to Mr. Jultn Ayrton,

prmiﬂent of the Brighouss Rangers'
Foothall Club, to point out the one field
of sport In which women have not chal-
lenged the men. Women cricket teams
are all the vogue just now: thers were
Association foothall teams for women
Many years ago; up to the present
however, the ladies have not ventured
into the robust activities of the Rugby
foothall game. Probably even the
keenest advocates of aport women
recognise that the tackle scrum
game is entirely & man's sport, and no
ane wants to see ladies engaged In it
Accordlng lo some of the speakers at
Monday night's meeting it {5 not only
the ladies who are afrald of the game:
many of Lthe young men and youths of

il\:um.r surprise, the Arst questlun nsked

BOTTT b e

to-day were alleged to be " finnicky "
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A TRIUMPI FOR THE LADIES.

The lady cricketers of Brighouse have
quickly won a definite place in the life

of the town. Next year they are likely
to galn an added status, for it was an-
nounced on Monday night that therp
1s every prospect that, next summer, the
| Brighouse Cricket Club will run ¢
ladies’ seclion and that lady plaring
members will be given facilities for prac-
tice, coaching, and assistance in Arrang-
ing fixturcs with reopresentatives of
other towns. This official recognition
cannot but be helnful, though doubt-
less the ladies would have gone on quite
well without ft. As it is, after only
nbout a couple of months, thev have
gained civie recognition, and ot their
matech at Bradford to-night thev will




Women's cricket was growing and becoming a
significant spectator sport in its own right. As a
result, it began to produce its own stars:
Margaret Lockwood, England wicketkeeper,
who received invitations to 'guest’ for various
teams; Mrs L. Wilson, of Keighley C.C., who
took hat-tricks in successive matches; and, in
Brighouse, Mona Greenwood.

The averages for the season are:

BATTING,
Times
not
Inn. out. Runs. Av.
X 152 219
2 183 15,
3 102
1 30
113
45
29
29
T3
46
49
31

Miss V., Newsome
Miss A, Sheard ....
Miss B, Woodcock .,
Miss E, Ellls .......
Miss M., Greenwood .
Miss P. Brearley ....
-Miss B, Marsden ....
- Miss M. Marsden ..
'Miss E. Henson .....
Miss M. Lane

Miss A. Holgate ......
Migs M. Blansfield
Miss K., Ramsden ..

BOWLING.

0,
Miss P. Brearley --.. 9

Miss M. Stansfield . 10
Miss M, Greenwoaod .. 60
Miss A, Holgate ..., 29
Miss A, Sheard ... !
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It was the summer of 1931 that saw the
emergence of Mona Greenwood as captain of
the Brighouse team, and its top performer.

In 1935 the Brighouse women’s side was
crowned Yorkshire champions. Greenwood
also represented England Women in two
‘Tests’ against Australia in 1937.

JOYS OF SEEING

DON BRADMAN
IN BATTING FORM

A WOMAN’S VIEW OF THE|
TEST MATCH.

Many Runs Should Have Been
Prevented.

By MONA M, GREENWOOD
(Yorkshire Women’s Cricket Captain).

IF anybody thinks that | was disappointed wilh the play on Salurday
in the Test malch al Leeds they are mistaken,

Perhaps if I hud watched the mateh through the eyes of Ihose
hundredi—possibly thousands—of women who made most eolonelul
the record crowd which rvinged Ihe enclosure, | would bave Loen lival
of the play long before the finish,

As a result of her success, Greenwood became
a celebrity. In 1934 her views on watching Don
Bradman, the legendary Australian batsman,
were sought by the media when he appeared in
the Headingley Test Match of that year.




Ladies teams were springing up all over the
place, in nearby towns and local schools. The
following teams are mentioned in the Echo in
1931: Huddersfield, Lascelles Hall, Holmfirth,
Bradford, Keighley and Nahums Ltd.

LADIES’ CRICKET MATCH.
First at Elland.

A GOOD HOME VICTORY.

"~ Elland staged its first ladies’ cricket
match on Tuesday, &nd ‘30 successful
did it prove that there is every possibi-
lity of it being made an annual event.
The game was arranged by the Elland
Chamber of Trade, in arsociation with

anovher cricket gome belween the
HolmfAfth Chamber of Trade in the
afternoon, and took place op the Elland
cricket field. Earlier in the season,
Elland visited Holmfirth, where the
cricket team was there defented, but
on Tuesdw Elland secured revenge for
(they won by a large margin,

The ladies’ event, which followed
after teg, was notable for the fact that
Miss. [Moorhouse, after ihree overs, in

On 28 August 1931, under the heading
LADIES' CRICKET MATCH - FIRST AT
ELLAND - A GOOD HOME VICTORY, the
Echo reported: 'Elland staged its first ladies’
cricket match on Tuesday, and so
successful did it prove that there is every

possibility of it being made an annual
event.’




We also know that in 1938, the opening of a
new 'tea tent' at lllingworth St. Mary's was
marked by a special cricket match.

Ladies Team of 1938 v. Gentlemen to mark the opening
of the new Refreshment Hut.

Standing (L to R): Winnie Sykes, Clara E. Allen, Gladys Proctor,
Norah Walker, Dorothy Northrop, Mary Briggs, Elsie Staff, Phyllis
Pickles, Mary Campbell. Seated: Marjorie Moor, Marjorie Hirst, Ethel
Morley, Mabel Hirst, Mary Campbell.

The opposing teams were the ‘'Ladies’ and
'‘Gentlemen of the club', with 'the male element
being restricted to retired cricketers'.




Thereafter, in the decades following, an array
of other women's teams emerged in the area,
including this one at Blackley in 1969:




Women'’s cricket has been on the rise in recent
years with the national side reaching the semi-
finals of the 2005 World Cup and recording an
Ashes series win over Australia.

The England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
reports that there has been a 33 per cent
Increase in the number of new women’s cricket
sides since 2003 - and there are now more
than two million girls actively participating in the
game nationwide.

Here in Yorkshire various coaching and training
Initiatives have been set up for young female
cricketers.










The main difference between men and
women'’s cricket is the difference in strength
between the two genders.

In women’s cricket the fastest ball will be about
65-70 miles per hour — equivalent to a medium-
pacer in the men’s game - while sixes are a
very rare occurrence.

Test matches are only played over four days
and one-day run rates are typically about four
an over as opposed to the men’s version where
run rates can be as high as six or seven an
over throughout an innings.

Southowram also have their star female
cricketer, Sarah Williamson.

SARAH BOWLS SELECTORS O
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SARAH

MAKES
HISTORY

WHARFEDALE and Airedale
Observer advertising sales
representative Sarah Willlam-
son made cricketing history
for a second time on Saturday.

She became the first
woman to play in the Halifax
Cricket League when =sha
turned out for her home villa-
ga Southowram against Black-

lav.

Bowled
over?

Not this
maiden!

1 AM 25 years of age and so far
in my life I have made history
twice. But I am not famous. )

The first occasion was on April
25, 1987 when | became t.hE first
woman cricketer to play in the
West Riding Cricket League.

The second time [ made history
was last Saturday when I became
the first woman te play cricket in

Ahe Halifax League, an

aynarience I would like to share.

Women’s cricket has been played at Scott

Street, Walsden.




And Sowerby Bridge Church Institut(_e (SB_CI)
CC boasts a flourishing junior set-up, including
lots of enthusiastic girl cricketers.

A CALDERDALE cricket eluby
has won a National Lottery grant
af mure than E160,000 10 develop
yomth and women’s erickel,

Sowerhy Bridge  Choreh
Institute Cricket Club, Friendly,
has been awarded £160,985 [rom
the Tottery sports Fomd Tor 0 new
pavilion, plus theee avtificial all-
weather ericket wickets inchling
tvwn for praciice,

PFeajeet manager Mr Stoward
Bates. of chartered surveyors
Charnock  Bates  Associntes,
Commereinl Street, Halifax, snil:
“We are absolutely delightid,”

He said the clab had aimed 1o
develop Junior ericket for seven
years [ollowing o decline in (he
amounl of crickel played at
schools, The elub hnd up to 40 rep-

ular junior players and wanied 1o
develop thad Mrther,

Sowerhy Bridge High School
was ane of the supporters of the
scheme god pupils would be able
tiv wsi the eluby, which will include
new changing rooms, through the
LLL RN AT R

“Ihe pitch s used by ihe
Malifiax, which has also given ils
support fo the seleme,” safd Mr
ales,

Other backers included The
Pencock  Foothall  Club  and
Sowerhy  Rridge “RE™ Cyeling
Cluly,

“The key really Is apening the
eluly ig b younger fenns and hay-
b mare comg hing for young peo-
ple ot the club,™ he said,

There will also be a multi-netiy-

CLUB'S LOTTERY BOOST SET
TO BOWL MAIDENS OVER!

ity area with space for tnble-tennis |
and pool. Teams from these sports
will be entered into Incal lengues,

The development of women's
ericket is another aim for the olub,

“There is a oeed Tor Indics
crickel teams hecanse o Inilies®
ericket league could be Fiemed in
Hialifax. There is a demand For i,
The new Facilitics at the clul will
make il wmore  gepilable (o
females,” said Mr Bates,

The club has alrendy received a
£30.000  grant  from  (he
Foundation For Sport sad the A s
towards the tolal £226.978 cost,

“We are hoping to commenre
development within (he next three
Lo six months,"” said Mr Bates.

The seheme could he finkshed by
antumn 1998,

OPENING THEIR INNING

A COACHING session for famale
crickelers was held a1 the grend
of Halifax League side SBCT at the
sacond aitempt

A fortnight ago 10 turned up for
cogehing from Tony Bowry of the
Yorkshire Crickel Board but the
sessionn was il by torrential rain,

On Friday five youngsters wera
ghivan coaching al the grownd,

First team  caplain Martin
Svmmmwrscales said: it was a bil
disappointing  after  the  inital
response bul the youngsters are
being invited to take part in our
usual Friday night junior practice
SESSIONS,

"We hope to run a8 similar
couse later in the sunimer and we
hope that we can altract more to
n.=

Fictured at the coaching session
arg, from the laft, Joanne
Sanderson (11), Leanne Simpson
(13} andd Sian Srith (11)

A




Wainstalls are another Calderdale club that —
before their demise in 2005 - tried to encourage
women’s cricket as part of their efforts to
broaden the appeal of the sport.







Calderdale also boasts a female umpire, Elise
Sykes.

She had been involved in cricket 31 years — as a
tea lady primarily - when she took up umpiring in
1991. Her husband and son were also involved in
cricket.

She now says:

It wasn’t really that hostile at first. The men
cricketers just used to say: Oh God it's her
again! But they’ve changed now and

they’'ve got used to me. It just took the men
a bit of time to get used to a female umpire.

| now do 26 games a year — league, cup
and juniors. There are no other umpires in
the Halifax League but it's actually not that
unusual to see female umpires in the
Bradford League.




