
IN THE MIDDLE 
 

PLAYERS & UMPIRES 
 

One of the first recorded women’s fixtures in 
the geographical area now covered by Kirklees 
was staged at Thornhill in 1887. 
 

 
 

 



Twenty-seven years later, in 1914, we come 
across this women’s XI at Gomersal: 
 

 
 

The 1930s was a time of growth for women’s 
cricket and a number of clubs briefly ran a 
ladies team.  
 

There were women’s teams springing up at 
Brighouse, Rastrick, Huddersfield, Holmfirth, 
and Lascelles Hall. 
 

Women’s cricket was particularly thriving in 
Brighouse with a host of schoolgirl sides 
including Technical School Girls, Rastrick New 
Road Girls, Carr Green Girls, Hove Edge Girls, 
Brighouse Secondary School Girls and Victoria 
Central School Old Girls.  



And crowds were good. When Brighouse 
visited Lascelles Hall in July 1931, the local 
paper stated: ‘The lack of “atmosphere” 
seemed to affect the Brighouse side 
somewhat, and compared with the 
enthusiasm which their matches arouse at 
home, they found the…Hall spectators 
almost unnervingly quiet.’  
 

 
 

On 28 August 1931, under the heading 
LADIES' CRICKET MATCH - FIRST AT 
ELLAND - A GOOD HOME VICTORY, the local 
paper reported that: 'Elland staged its first 
ladies' cricket match on Tuesday, and so 
successful did it prove that there is every 
possibility of it being made an annual 
event.'  



And by 1932 the Yorkshire Federation had set 
up its own Inter-City and Towns League 
(Brighouse plus Bingley, Bradford, Dewsbury, 
Halifax, Holme Valley, Horbury, Huddersfield, 
Keighley, Littleborough, Liversedge, and 
Sowerby Bridge all entered teams).  
 

 

 
In February 1932, the Golcar CC committee 
proposed a ladies knockout tournament to be 
played on midweek evenings, similar to the 
workshop knockout for men. The idea was 
soon abandoned, however.  
 

There was, though, women’s cricket on the 
Swallow Lane ground in the 1930s. In June 
1934 Huddersfield Ladies Cricket Club played a 
match there and another local ladies match 
was played in July 1936.    



Thus, the inter-war years witnessed a 
remarkable blossoming of women's cricket.  
 

This development threatened one of the major 
assumptions about sport, and cricket in 
particular; namely, that it was very much a male 
preserve.  
 

 

Ladies XI, Festival Week, Yorkshire v 
Cheshire, July 1949 

 
 

Men were seen as the natural athletes, while 
women, on the whole, were assigned a minor, 
supporting role.  
 

Even as late as 2002, it was reported that 
female participation rates in sport were 56 per 
cent – compared with 71 per cent for men.   



 

Ladies XI, Festival Week, Yorkshire v 
Cheshire, July 1949 

 

 

A ladies team from 1954. Can anyone tell us 
which team it is? 



In the 1960s we encounter an array of women’s 
cricket teams in the Holmfirth area. Can 
anybody tell us who photos 2, 3 and 4 are of? 
 

 
Low Mill Ladies CC 

 

 



 
 

 



The England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
reports that there has been a 33 per cent 
increase in the number of new women’s cricket 
sides since 2003. 
 
And there are now more than two million girls 
actively participating in the game nationwide. 
 
 

 
Kirkburton staged a special women’s 

cricket festival in 1976 
 
 

Here in Yorkshire various coaching and training 
initiatives have been set up for young female 
cricketers.  



 
Denby CC, 1976  



The main difference between men and 
women’s cricket is the difference in strength 
between the two genders.  
 
In women’s cricket the fastest ball will be about 
65-70 miles per hour – equivalent to a medium- 
pacer in the men’s game - while sixes are a 
very rare occurrence.  
 

 

Holmfirth CC, 1970s 



Test matches are only played over four days 
and one-day run rates are typically about four 
an over as opposed to the men’s version where 
run rates can be as high as six or seven an 
over throughout an innings. 
 

 
Kirkburton Ladies Section, 1979 

 
 

The profile of women’s sport is low but growing, 
and this is reflected in a slight increase in the 
number of girl cricketers playing for junior 
teams across Huddersfield.  
 

At Golcar, a girl called Emma Gill plays 
occasionally for the under-11s and it is hoped 
to encourage more girls to take up the sport. 



Women’s cricket has been on the rise in recent 
years with the national side reaching the semi-
finals of the 2005 World Cup and recording an 
Ashes series win over Australia, the same as 
the men achieved so famously the same year. 
 

 
Yorkshire Women v Sussex at Kirkburton, 1975 



David Thorpe, a junior coach at Golcar CC, 
says: ‘We haven’t really had many girl 
cricketers here. We had one girl who played 
a couple of years ago as her elder brother 
played, but she’s given up now because 
she’s moved through and out of the age 
groups – she concentrates on swimming 
now.’ 
 
 

 
Holmbridge CC, 1997 

 
 

There is also another girl who has been playing 
over the last two seasons, but David finds that 
‘they [the girls] find it very hard, because 
they’re on their own. It’s not to say the other 
kids don’t treat them well, because they do. 
I know the girl who was playing last year 
was trying to get a couple of her mates to 
play but they weren’t really interested.’ 



 
In 1999 the England Ladies team helped to 
celebrate the opening of the new state-of-

the-art pavilion at Wakefield Road 



In Yorkshire itself, various coaching and 
training initiatives have been set up.  
 
A recent example is the start of a series of girls 
coaching sessions that are taking place at the 
Bradford and Bingley Cricket Centre.  
 

 
Denby CC, 2002 

 
What is available though to those girls who 
can’t make it to Bradford every week? Local 
sides like Golcar do offer the chance for girls to 
play, although there aren’t any adverts directly 
targeted at girls.  



‘We don’t go out deliberately to try and get 
more girls,’ says David, ‘but we don’t 
discourage them. But all the publicity we 
put out to schools or the Examiner says 
“girls welcome”’. 
 

 
Denby Dale CC 

 
One area where there appears to be a problem 
is the progression into the girls county side.  
 
While there is a girls team at Denby Dale, there 
is no actual ‘Huddersfield Girls XI’, leaving a 
massive jump from village side to county side.  



Kirklees’ most famous woman cricketer is Clare 
Taylor. 

 
Born in 1965, Clare Taylor was a student at 
Moor End School, Crosland Moor, in the 1970s 
when her enthusiasm for cricket came to the 
attention of Geography teacher and Golcar’s 
leading batsman at the time, John Cooper. 
 
 

 

 
 
Clare agreed to become Golcar’s first team 
scorer and showed a great deal of ability in 
knocking up with the team before matches. 
Scoring and mixing with cricketers helped Clare 
to develop a sound understanding of the game.  
 
A very accurate medium pacer, Clare became 
a reliable and economical member of England’s 
one-day attack.  



In 1993 she was in the England team which 
beat the New Zealanders in the World Cup final 
at Lord’s - still the only England cricket team to 
win a World Cup.  
 

 
 
In 2000 she was the second highest wicket-
taker in the World Cup in New Zealand.  
 
By September 2004, Clare had played an 
England record 99 one-day internationals, 20 
more than anyone else, and held the national 
record of 96 one-day international wickets. 



Recognised as one of the world’s most talented 
sportspeople, honours have flooded Clare’s 
way.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

She was awarded an honorary MA for her 
services to sport by Hull University, and in 1999 
was made a Sport England Sporting 
Ambassador to promote healthy lifestyles. 
 

The following year she was awarded the MBE 
for her services to women’s sport in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List. She 
commented: ‘Anything I do, I do it because I 
simply love playing sport. Recognition like 
this is a bonus, and it stands for recognition 
of women in sport in general’.   
 

In November 2004 Clare Taylor was awarded 
an honorary degree by Huddersfield University. 



Clare is now coaching in New Zealand. This is 
a recent interview she did with Peter Redding: 
 

So Clare, when did you arrive in New Zealand? 
 

I played in New Zealand for the first time in 
2000. It was just after the World Cup that 
was played there that year and I decided to 
stay on and play for the Otago state team. I 
enjoyed it so much that I have been back 
every winter since then. As far as this winter 
gone by is concerned, I arrived at the start 
of October last year and I’m going to be here 
indefinitely. 
 

 
 

What convinced you to move to New Zealand to 
pursue this challenge? 
 

It was too good an opportunity to turn down. 
I was player/coach last year and they then 
offered me the job of Women’s Cricket 
Development and Coaching Officer. It is a 
great opportunity; I feel there are more 
opportunities for women in cricket in New 
Zealand, so that is why I am here. 



How long will you be in New Zealand for? 
 

I have accepted a three-year contract so I 
will be there for that period of time and after 
that we will have to wait and see. 
 

 
 

How do the participation levels for women 
compare in England and New Zealand for 
women’s cricket? 
 

The participation levels are a lot higher in 
England than in New Zealand because of the 
population. The game is certainly very 
popular here though and it is one of the 
most popular sports that women are 
involved in. 
 

I enjoy seeing young players enjoy the game 
and it is always nice to see them progress 
and improve their skills. Coaching gives me 
the chance to stay involved in the game and 
pass on knowledge.  



It would be fair to say that there haven’t been 
that many female umpires in local cricket, but 
one who did make the headlines was Elsie 
Cummings…who was asked to officiate at the 
last minute by Moorlands CC, Mirfield, and 
ended up giving her husband out! 
 

 


