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LADIES COMMITTEES

In the post-war years (in particular), it was quite
fashionable for local cubs to have their own
'sub-group’ of willing female members.

Birstall ladies in the 1950s

More often than not, this sub-group would be
known as the 'Ladies Committee'.




A Ladies Committee was formed at Golcar CC
in August 1932 and was immediately effective
in raising funds for the club, primarily by
supplying food at matches and other functions.

By providing the food themselves the ladies
saved the club considerable expense.

By 1946 120 of the club’'s 490 members —
almost a quarter — were women, although this
figure had reduced to 80 out of 420 by 1953.

Speaking in 1971, Andrew Taylor, one of
Golcar’'s leading cricketers, referred to the
tremendous credit owed to the ladies for their
excellent work.




Where a club had a Ladies Committee, it was
usually semi-autonomous and devoted to
fundraising and improving the general
wellbeing of the club.

It would organise its own events (jumble sales,
clothes evenings etc), pay in the takings to its
own bank account, and then donate money
back to the club as and when it was needed for
specific purposes.

They hey-day of the Ladies Committee was,
arguably, the period through from the 1950s to
the 1970s.
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And this letter shows how grateful clubs were.
The letter, from Birstall CC, says:

Dear Ladies

On behalf of my fellow committee
members and partners in crime, | would
like to offer our sincere thanks for the
Fifty Pounds which you have this week
presented to us...




Hanging Heaton CC had a flourishing women’s
section. Their first meeting was in 1956.
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The official minute Iin the Ladies Section minute
book read:

At the invitation of Mr E. Wood, the
president of the Hanging Heaton Cricket
Club, interested Lady Members met at
the Club and on the Committee’s behalf
the President asked whether the ladies
would be prepared to form a Committee
to run a ladies section.




In 1957 a new ‘ladies room’ was created:
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The official minute read:

It was stated that Mr Ellis had asked that
all the money we had may be handed
over to the Men’s Section in order that it
may be put towards the cost of the room.




Other Hanging Heaton Ladies Section minutes
relate to an Easter Dance:
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A fashion show:

f A hnalans - Comani IR« . . iDulel €.k JEE i o,
Shon. ke bl :keg_a"\.q.pl-‘ 5‘-4‘.1; vas e Cf».--:l:r @i
ST AT <9 rf’r‘};\j ol '),.- #2 e dnde. wseh ' to
sel tickus Fer fhia shen ¥ fea v kRidedks
Renld Lo uml. Alee of pmenlel psccooubods
9o et v} Cokid  becay  &rected #*' g
hAodils ke h}(d.ﬂ. Q.L{'ﬁ-?...-'ﬂuv R Coune
@ )ouiac I.Jv Lot T PN O ~Graated, Ak
Wse Funkeny o fm.;-m.?. e buekats gocoted
Pﬂ-‘.‘.ﬂ. ¥ BSp. o dowe e 'C\.JLT. SpoeL
ehavs abeuched ':'Lsm.j .ckmf WAL |




A Burns Night dance:
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A dog racing night:
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A treasure hunt:
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And also cricket teas:




The Bennett Lane pavilion, Hanging Heaton

The Heaton ladies were even forced to call an
‘Extraordinary General Meeting’ in 1983:
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Primrose Hill Ladies Committee survived into
the 1970s.

Back L R Mrs Dawson Mrs Evans Mrs Tlpllnq
Front L-R: Mrs Turner, Mrs Haley, Mrs Kaye

Cross Lane, Primrose Hill




Even into the 1990s the Ladies Section at
Hopton Mills CC was contributing significantly
to club income:

HOPTOM MILLS CRICKET CLUB
INCOME AND EXPENDIT

Proceeds of effort
200 Club

Pontoon tickets
Chriscmas draw

Miscellaneous income
Sponsorships
Match fees
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Ladies section

Sale of cricket tackle
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Woodbottom home of Hopton Mills




