
 

HOW THE  
STORY UNFOLDS 

 

IN THE BEGINNING 
 

1965 - CLUB FOUNDED 
 

 
 

Birkby FMA (Former Members' Asociation) was founded in 1965 by Jerry 
Smith (captain-to-be), Colin Brennan and a group of friends. The Club grew 
out of the Birkby Civic Youth Club.  
 



 

When a generation of cricketers left this organisation - because they had 
become too old for it - they decided to go it alone. Hence the emergence of 
Birkby FMA as a force in local league cricket. (Their sister club was Birkby 
Old Boys - another team that emerged from Birkby CYC).  
 

Birkby FMA joined the Huddersfield Association League in 1965. 
  



 

NO FIXED ABODE 
 

HOME GROUNDS 
 

Over the years, the Club has played at four different grounds. In the early 
days, it played at Bradley Bar (St. Augustinians School) and used the 
Ashbrow pub as its headquarters. Then in 1967 it moved to the Highfields 
Sports Arena, which it shared with Oakes CYC.  
 

 

Highfields 
 

From there it moved to Fartown High School - a location that the Birkby 
club described as 'one of the most picturesque grounds probably in 
our league'; and then it was on to Britannia Works on New Hey Road, 
Salendine Nook – their current abode. 



 

BOWLING FEAT 
 

1976 – VINTAGE FORM 
 

In 1976 Birkby FMA bowled out Salendine Nook Old Boys - in their debut 
season - for 32.  
 

 
 

This kind of form continued, and as one Association handbook put it: 
'Birkby FMA have...the enviable accolade of playing a whole season 
without ever losing a match, a feat no doubt being rare to any club in 
the league.'  



 

MAKING ENDS MEET 
 

CLUB NEWS 
 

In their infancy, Birkby FMA had significant financial problems to deal with, 
but continued to play, and get by, even when the chips were down. Their 
claim was that, whatever their predicament, they offered the 'usual 
harmony and fellowship'.  
 

 
 

In addition: 'Players not only play but are our officials, secretary, 
treasurer, league representative etc.'   



 

EXIT VELOCITY! 
 

1979 - SHARPE TROPHY WINNERS  
 

In 1979 Birkby FMA scooped the Huddersfield Association League Sharpe 
Trophy, awarded to the team obtaining the most points in the last 6 
matches.  
 

 
The Sharpe Trophy (now in the Tolson Museum)



 

‘B’ FOR BRILLIANT 
 

1981 - HUDDERSFIELD ASSOCIATION LEAGUE SECTION ‘B’ CHAMPIONS   



 

HAPPY DAYS 
 

1982 - HUDDERSFIELD ASSOCIATION LEAGUE SECTION ‘B’ CHAMPIONS 
 

 
 

 



 

POLICE DATE 
 

1986 - TEAM PHOTO 
 

 



 

SO CLOSE! 
 

1989 - LUMB CUP FINALISTS 
 

In 1989 Birkby FMA reached the Lumb Cup final - only to lose by 2 wickets 
to International. 
 

  
 



 

 
 

             



 

12 PLAYERS & A SCORER 
 

1990 - TEAM PHOTO 
 



 

TOP OF THE CLASS 
 

1992 - HUDDERSFIELD ASSOCIATION LEAGUE SECTION ‘A’ CHAMPIONS 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

  
 



 

LINTHWAITE THRILLER 
 

SYKES CUP APPEARANCE 
 

Birkby FMA gained entry to the prestigious Sykes Cup on account of 
winning the Association title. The draw pitted them against Broad Oak - 
and a huge West Indian fast bowler called Johnson.  
 

 
Broad Oak’s home ground 

 

Needless to say, it wasn't a very pleasant experience for the Birkby boys, 
and in the end they were beaten fairly comfortably by the Linthwaite side. 



 

CHANGING PLACES 
 

1993 - GROUND MOVE 
 

In 1993 Birkby FMA moved grounds to Britannia Works on New Hey Road, 
Salendine Nook.  
 

 
 



 

CARIBBEAN KINGS 
 

1995 - TEAM PHOTO 
 

 



 

CHAMPIONS! 
 

1998 - HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE SECTION ‘C’ WINNERS 
 

 
 

 
 



 

LOCAL COMBAT 
 

LIFE IN THE CENTRAL LEAGUE 
 

Since joining the Huddersfield Central League, FMA have achieved a 
succession of promotions, and in recent years have only been a stone's 
throw away from the Premiership.  
 

 
Woodfield Park: local rivals 

 

Knight comments: 'Yes, we've done OK. Our big games always tend to 
be against teams we used to play in the Association, and who have 
joined us in the Central League - teams like Inter-Caribbean and 
Woodfield Park.' 



 

ST. JOHN’S & MOOR 
PIPPED AT THE POST! 

 

1999 - HUDDERSFIELD CENTRAL LEAGUE SECTION ‘B’ WINNERS 
 

  
 



 

 
 



 

BRIGHT FUTURE 
 

CLUB TODAY 
 
 

Today, Birkby FMA are unique in several respects. They only have one 
senior team, are no longer based in Birkby, and do not field any junior 
sides. They also have to hire a ground.  
 

 
 



 

Mark Knight, Club secretary, explains the specific personality of Birkby 
FMA as a cricket team: 'I suppose we've done well to survive against 
the odds. We've had a few grounds, and only one eleven, and 
sometimes it's not been easy. The thing that keeps us going is the 
camaraderie. Other players and other teams are always telling us that 
the banter and spirit in our team is as good as it is in any other team, 
if not better. This is a great compliment. The fact is that we are all 
mates outside cricket as well.' 
 

 
 

Although Birkby FMA do not run any junior teams, they often field 
teenagers in their side. Knight, who has been a club regular for over 20 
years, says: 'We often bring in youngsters - quite a few team members 
bring in their sons to play. My father played in the team, and that's 
how I got involved. In this sense, it’s quite a family club. But having 
just one team is unusual, and causes a few problems… 
 



 

…We've lost a few players recently, and at the moment we've got a 
pool of 16 or 17 players. Every Saturday we've got to aim for just 11, 
and I've got to admit that some times recently we've ended up as a 
10-man side.' 
 

 
 

As might be predicted, Birkby FMA are a pretty informal club. Knight says: 
'There's no formal committee or anything like that. We see a lot of 
each other as mates, and we just organise things as and when. 
There's very little turnover in the key posts. I've been secretary for 
eight years, and the treasurer has been in post for a similar amount of 
time. We just get on with things.' 


