During the summer of 2006 the Brighouse Echo ran a series of local cricket club
histories written by Project Leader Dr Peter Davies and based on Project research.
They covered Brighouse CC, Lightcliffe CC, Hartshead Moor CC, Rastrick CC,
Badger Hill CC and Southowram CC
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two years Dr Peter Davies from the Department of History at the University of Huddersfield
ng local

cricket as part of a pioneering £50,000 Cricket Heritage
Lottery Fund and the University of Huddersfield. Working in tan-
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other sources relating to the rich local history of the sport. See www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk for further
details. Contact Dr Davies on 01484 472405 or via p.j.davies@hud.ac.uk if you have any more information
or images for the Project archive. This week the spotlight falls on Brighouse . . .

ALTHOUGH it is generally recognized
that the currem Brighouse Cricket Club
came into being in 1873, this date scially
marks the vear in which the club was re
formed und moved to the ground o Clifion
Road,

In foect, ericket had been plaved i the
town for many yeurs before ERT3, During
this. time mutches were commonly plaved
o a grownd behind the Parish Church and
the spont was fostered by a pumber of
influentinl local gentlemen including C.
Jfﬁ.‘-ﬂrl Esq, J. Milnes and J. Grinerod who
formed o club called  Brighouse
Alexanddra

The club wis re-formed in 1873 when
the old Brighouse Alexandra Cricket Club
amalgamnated with the Brighouse Working
Men's Institue

The resell was that Brighouse New
Alexandr CC {later Brighouse OF) was
bom, and the new club rented a new
ground, which wis sitealed in a conven-
ient location behind the Working Men's
Institute’s clubhiouse

Clifton Rosd was 1o become the home
ol Brighouse cricket until the beginning of
Ihe” twemiy-first century, Tt was renlixd
from Messrs LB, Sugdens, and was Litder
re-lnd Tor cricketing purposes’. The lirst
muatch was played on 30 May 1873

The club's firs1 professional  was
Willinm Shotton from Lascelles Hall. He
was engaged in 1876, 1 vears after the

Firsy of his two [st-clase appearanges o
Yorkshine

His association with Brighouse proved
to be long and successfiul, He played 12
seasons for the club as both professional
and amalenr, scoring 31,011 muos and k-
g 118 wickets

Derby  mistches with Rastrick were
alweays Keenly fought affain, cspecially in
the 1870, The first 2nd X1 encounter 1ook
place in 1873

In 1893
members. of
whrich was e
the chiel orgs
conmly’

In the last suminer of peice before the
Gireat War, Bnghouse CC hosted a speciul
workshops competition, with local works
leama fighting it ourl for SUPITRIMALY o the
pitch

Teams like Turner & Wadnwrights, Mill
Ruoyd Mills, Bescon Dyeworks and Co-op
Decormtors took pan in the special tourna
el

The Brighoose club’s first major s
cesses in hoth leagoe and cup competi
came i 1918 when the Yorkshire
Council Championship and the Halifax
Parish Cup were both ¢laimed

In the 1930 women's cricket was all
the mge in Hrighouse and surrounding
towns, The Brighouse & Elland Echo fea
tured adverts for games, match repons arfd

Brighouse becime founder
the Went Riding League
nised by Adhletic News s
sabion of it= kind in the

and Mona
Greenwood, who went on (o play for
England. becams the pin-up giel of locul
crickel

In winter 1958 Brighouse pulled ofl a
miajior coup by signing Frank Lowson, the
former Test butsman who had  been
released by Yorkshire

Lowson, who scored 15,321 runs in his
nine-year coréer wilh Yorkshire, hod an
unmediate impact. In his frsl season
Hrighouse won the Bradford League
Dhivision 2 title and the Waddilove Cup.

Aier the initinl success which il
come with signing Frank Lowson, the |5t
XI strode out with confidence 1o begin the
1) iy

The Yorkshire Colt Duvid Pickles, whio
had begun his career down the moad o
Sowerby Hridge, had joined the club 1o
strengthen the bow ling antack.

By September that confidence  had
lwrned o euphonia as, for the first time
since 1932, the Bradford League title
came to Clilon Road. The team hod
achieved the remmarkable feut of ending the
season undefeated,

In the 1970k, 1980s and 199k the club
bageed a handful of Divizion 2 titles, and
a lew individual batting awards into the
11:|.r_u.'|.|||

Brighouse cventually sold their ground
1o Tesco and leh Clifion Road at the end
of the 2002 sexson
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Club with a prouda
- an an exciting future

Brighouse Cricket Club
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Contact Dr Davies on 01484 472405
Today

e Heritage Lottery Fund and the University of

Over the past two years Dr Peter Davies from the Deparitment of History at the University of Huddersfield has been reconstructing the history of local cricket
as part of a pioneering £50,000 Cricket Heritage Project being sponsored by th
tandem with research assistant Rob Light, he has heen unearthing old photographs, archive documents and other sources relating to the rich local history
of the sport. See www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk for further detai
infermation or images for the Project archive.
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or via p.j.davies@hud.ac.uk if you have any more
the spotlight falls on Rastrick . . .

Visitors feared
an uphill struggle
against Rastrick

WHILE many people will
think of our world famous
brass band  whenever
Rastrick is mentioned 0t is
Rastrick Cricket Club that
is the oldest surviving
leisure-based organisation.
Records of games played go
hack to 1863.

Hut, unorganised, unneconded cricket
wi probubly. fiese played in Rastrick
I dse 1R40s. One of the teams from
those doys was Rastrick Uniied, the
forerumner of Rasinck C.C
There were no heagues then, bud fix-
s were armanged and cards bsoed
One regular fixiure cvery year was
aguwinst local rivals Brighouse, By
1568 the club was also |1I::3. ing maich-
o apninsd Jeading local sides such as
Dralton, from H flielid
Rastrick C.C. moved 1o their curmnt
home at Round Hill soon after they
were estahlished. I s nol kenown
exactly where their former  grownd
was, b it owas efther in Fixby or
Girantham on Dewshury Road
By IET4 the club's trditional rivalry
with Brighouse C.C, had begun. The
Hrlﬁkmu: club had recently re-formed
s Brighouse New Abexandrn.  The
superiority of the long-established
Ristrick C.C, over their nedr nelgh-
bours was clear, as the club's 2nd X1
nctually played ihe Brighoese 1s X1
Visiting tewms in the early days didnt
really  relish  plaving  Hastrick

Franspert was mof what it 15 oday md
opposition skdes arriving by train 2l
H-rmlu..-uq: stplion [aded & mwosmdle
Hike - all up Hill - to Rastrick's grouncd
And that included carying all e ki
s well!

Originally the hill at Round Hill
extended well into the playing area. In
1581, major excovations ook plice o
remiove o part of the hill 1o provide a
moee level playing fiekd
In the early 1590 Rastrick joined the
Huddersficld & District  League
However, when (he Huddersfield
Leapue decided o form a secome divi-
sion, they demoted Rastnick inio the
new seethon. Desplie their objections
the League refused 1o change ity deci-
sion pnd Rastrick poined the Spen
Valley League Instoad.

One Intriguing  em which oceurs
repeatedly in aarly commitles mecting
fmnoies ik the order for ples each
week, Some weeks, ns few o five
dozen (60) pies are ondencd, while al
other times 18 many a8 filleen docen
(1RO} o more were ordered (7 the 1st
X1 were at hiwne.

The sive of the pie ordér glves some
sden of the side of matchday crowds in
those days. Not evervone would have
botight a pie - Bt tiepdances conld
have topped 'LIKN) ot cup finals and
semi-finale,

I 1B99 it was reported that o young
Rastrick bowler named Shaw had
recorded the following bowling analy-
sis; B overs, % maidens, 2 runs, 10
wichets, Anil the Inst 6 wickets were
taken with consecutive balls!

The limi Round Hill gavilion was
u%:nrd oo 15 April 1905 by Sir
Thomas Brook-Hitcher. & yvear later,
Rasirick decldedd 1o dispeose with their
professional and pay alcat money’
iheir top-performing plajers insicad,
Socn aleer, however, the glub realised
the folly of thelr ways andineversed the
150 decinion

In 1923 Rastrick resjoined the
Huddersfield & District Lpague alter b

| im the Yorkshire Counctl (Hulifox
Section),

In 1931 the club ran a ladbes texm. On
29 May 1931 the Brighodse & Elland
Echo reponed: "A Lirge coawd (around
1,000] enjoved the novel spectacle of o
ladies” cricket match on Ramtrick
grosmd last Monday moaming. when

Leamis rrpr:m!m%: Ristrick and
Brighouse met in o fnendy garme.’
According to the I'If'h'?I['C!'. The
mimbch wis Tull of inlerestt The Echo's
repon was accompanicd iy the (rather
sexist) hewldline, Falr cketers at
Rastrick”. |

Similarly, the Echo statedt The ladies
entered enthusiaktically igio the game,
and some of them displived no litke
skl A caption to a phopgraph read:
‘A Cood Returm - A fglder in the
ladies" ericket mich @ Rastrick
cutaght in graceiul pose

We are also told that in (931 the pin-
up girl of local women's arickel, Mot
Greenwood, wmed out for Rustrick
Ladies against Brighouse

In the middle of 1931, ihe Brighouse
and Elland Echo stsled: There i3 also
w be 4 Brighouse v Radrick Ladies
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muich, probably on July 4, ond
on July 18 the Brighouse wnd dis-
trict ladies will meet Lascelles
Hall Tadies. Both the laner
mntches will be at Rastrick. It is
also hoped to armange an evening
fixture with Bradfornd ladses.’

I wan in the 1000w tht the elub
was able 10 purchase iis Clough
Lane ground, Ope  commentalog
eaid that £900 had been rabsed
with astonishing eawe’

In 195) a orckel wriler com
meniid: T is sl Rastrick that one
can (ind the old chaoracter which
is always one of the features con-
nected with a local cricket cluh

The club celebruted its 125th
anniversary in 19BR, and pro-
dheced povme beaunilel commeimio-
mtive plales to mark the occs-
sion, A rather distingaished brick
scorehos was erecled in 199G -
i @l and constmsciad af o coxl
al 246,000

Today, Rastnick pit their wits
ngains other lemms in the presi-
ghous Huddersficld  Cricke
League
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The Rastrick side
playing in the 1954 season



Club ‘an integral part of the community’

The Rastrick New

BADGER Hill Cricker Club was origi-
nally known ans Hastrick New Road
Sunday Schoal C.C.

The earlfiest surviving minute is dated
1596, when those in attendance voted (o
have a ericket club for unother year, This
appears o have been an annual practice
until 1M when the vote appears (o have

been o i with.
The club was an integral part of both

Rastrick New Road church and the local

Fund-raising brought the whole com-
munity (ogether in well organised occu-
sions such as Minstrel Shows and AL
Homes" evenits,

The clob didn®t raise funds just for
itsell either, Charity matches were played
to for various other canses,

‘¢ often think of cricket ns predoni-
aanlly a men's sport, even today, Yel
ericket was played by women as far buck
us the enrly twentieth century. For exam-
ple, Rastrick New Road Sunday School
Nelded o ladies team in the 1930s,

In 1937 the club’s 1st X1 were League
champions and Lumb Cop winners. The
2ndl X1 also seooped lnplirnftruphlui. In
1950 Rastrick New Road alse scooped

Road team
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it decision = stay with the Sunday
and don't play on Sunidays, or go
LT

ollowing much soul-searching, the
club decided to break avway. 1t was Torced

i

pictured in 1921 and an overview of the ground taken in the early 1950s

o change its nume, and so ended an asso-
chution which had listed over 8 hundred

years,
They decided to take their new name
from the name of their ground - and
Hill CC was born,
endd of the association befween
Rastrick New Road Sunday School and
lhtrrick:ih:hhw-nlniﬂblcm.
While the Sunday School did not agree
with playing cricket on Sundays, they
saw il os a matter for the cricketers” con-
sclvnces - and did not condemn the club
for its decision. 1

during a mutch. Trevor had been a hard-
working and long-serving member of
P B T
i . He ly m am-
ily and the club,

I the o= 194900, Radger Hill grodon-
od jnto the Hoddersfield Central League
after decades in  the Huddersfield

Associntion, This meant away matches in
Batley, Dewshury and on the outskirts of
Wakeficld, Barnsley and ShefTield.

Around this time, the club was disap-
pointed to miss out on & large develop-
ment grunt (o help boild & new cob-
hiouse.

Juet ns i seemed that things conldn’t
gel any worse, they did. In 2002 vandals
torched the *old” clubbouse — amd the
club was left with nothing. Except the
grognd and its stalwart players,

Many Badger Hill players felt that
after the fire the end was near for the
club., But nol evervone was prepared to
pive in. The community that s Badger
Hill €., began to fight hack.

Today the Badgers run two leams and
mew players are showly swelling the mum-
beer off club members.

There is still a long way to go before
the elub is able 1o re-live the heady days
of the post-war period, but there is n
wonderfol spirit of community st Badger
Hill - from the chairman right down 1o
the ten ladies - that binds the club togeth-
e
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Yet another

chapter in the

Southowram
success story

SOUTHOWRAM Cricket Club is
one of the success stonies of
today's  sporting  scene  in
Culderdale

Founded in 1978 and therefore
miich younger than most of its
rivils, it boasts an idyllic ground,
excellent focilities and an impres-
sive honours board, added (o at
the weckend with the club's
superh Parish Cup success.

Although the club are the ‘new
boys' of local league cricket, they
have interesting and intriguing
predecessors in the hilltop village
still famous for ils quarrying
industry.

For centunes, Southowram has
been famed for its quarrying or
‘delving’. At one time the precious
stome wirs dctually mined, leading
ey the village nL'u.]uiring the nick-
name 'Klondike'. Later, steam
cranes perched  precariously on
the edge of guurries became 2
churacieristic Southowrum sight.

The example of Southowram
helps s o undersuind the role
played by churches in the expan-
sion of crickel in late Vietoran
England

All of the village's teams had a
church or chapel hink. There were

teams from the Methodist chapels
and both of the Anglican church-
es, SL Michael's at Bank Top
{now demolished), and the
Southowram  Parish Church, St
Anne-in-the-Grove, formed their
W ERims.

Of the various precursers (o

today's Southowram C.C., the Su
Anne's Church team had the
longest ond miost chegoered his-
tory,
It probably began in the 1880s
and in its early vears the tsam
wias somelimes referred 1o as “Si.
Anne’'s  Church  Choir'  or
Southowram Choir',

Southowram is o village of lost
cricket grounds, Some of the
ficlds used over the yvears were
gobhled up for guorrving, bt
many remain. In i early years
the St Anne’s team playved al
Cross Platts, close o the church,

From the 1890k (o the 1930s,
Southowram's  various. crickel
feams (there were by this time
fjuite a few) ore reported 1o he
playing at grounds in Law Lane.
Pinnar Lane and West Lane.

There is also evidence that
ong time cricket was played on a
ground adiscent to the now

Earlier success , . .

demalished Yew Tree House, in
the heant of the village.

In 1891 ‘the Halifax Parish
Cricket Challenge Ciip
Committee appraised the grounds
of all the clubs that had entered
the competition, Here is their
Ijl:liEl,'lpri.nl'l of the Southowrum
S Anne's plich:

This field adjoins Greenwood's
Quurry near the Pack Horse Inn,
It measures 125 x 100 vards and
has & fabd cpedse 30 x 20 vards, o
good though small pavilion and
senting for about 60, Both crease
and outfield are pood though the
later is somewhal uneven in con-
four.

Atthis period there was & quar-
ry called Greenwood and
Marshall at Milking Hill. IT this is
where the 1891 ground was, then
it would be remarkably close w
the location of the present pitch,
develpped in the 1930,

Southowram 51 Anne's were
regular entrants in the Halifax
Parish Cup in the 1890, although
the team enjoved: lidle success,
usmally losing in the first round or
even the preliminary round

Southowrmm St Anne's hod it
tle success over the vears. with a

the Halifax League Second Division Champions in 1992

sccand placing. in the 1399
Akroydon Lengoe being one of
ifs best schievements

During its 50-year-plus  exis-
tence, the Southowram SL Anne's
team played in a number of dif-
ferent leagues, In the lae 1890s
they had o stint in the Brighouse
Cricket Loague.

In the carly 1900x Sapthowram
S5t. Anne's tned their hind in the
Halifax-based Akravdon Lengue;

In IB%9 o SL Annc's team is
sornetimes, though nat always,
referred 1o ps  Southowram St
Anne's Band of Hope, This sug-
gests the church and feam had
come under the sway of the most
influential temperance movement
of the time

Between 1907 and (915 there
was o Halifax and Dhistriet Church
Lengue for reams conngcted with
Anglican churches in the mrea

Southowram St Anne’s ook
part in this competition, winning
it in 1914, A team from the now-
demolished St MichnePs at Bank
Top also plaved in (he Church
Lesgue.

Southowram S Anne's  had
several spells o the Halifax
Arnateir [Unckel Teaseie - the lasi

being from 1916-20 - and also
played in the Halifax and District
Cricket League up o 1922, when
the Club was a founder member
of the Halifax and District
Amatour Association. created in
1923 as an amalgam of the
Aminteur and District Leagues,

The ‘Soints’ played on uniil
1929, Iotterly shunng a ground
with the village's Methodist team
until u lnck of support caused the
St. Anne’s club to fold afier some
50 years.

By the end of the 1920s
Southowram St Anne's had gone
into terminal decline. But the vil-
lage's Methodist cricket team
would stay in business until the
eve of World War Two.

Having ecarfier plaved in ihe
Halifax aml District
Nonconformmst League, the team

usually  known as  Southowram
LLMLC, {United  Methodist
Church), moved into  the

Associution in 1925,

During the 19308 the United
Methodists team was sometimes
referred 0o solely a5
‘Southowram® in maich  reports
such as this one from 26 April
1930




