
  

DEWSBURY 
& SAVILE CC 

1865-1944 
 

FIRST MENTION 
 

1826 – EARLY ROOTS 
 

The first reference to a cricket club in Dewsbury 
came in 1826 – just a year after the founding of 
Lascelles Hall CC, Huddersfield (the oldest club 
in Kirklees). 

  



 

BIG-MATCH 
OCCASION 

 
 

1860 – KEY FIXTURE 
 
 

Thornhill Lees Church Institute played Britannia 
Mills at cricket in 1860. 
 
As it turned out, this was a crucial moment in the 
origins of Dewsbury & Savile CC.  
 
This was still three years before the formation of 
Yorkshire County Cricket Club in 1863. 

 
 

 
Thornhill Lees Church 



 

GIFT DAY 
 

1865 – DEWSBURY & SAVILE CC FORMED 
 
 

On 15 July 1865 Dewsbury & Savile completed 
their first fixture against Leeds Springfield.  
 

On 25 July of the same year the club played a 
three-day fixture against an All-England XI.  
 

 
 

Also in the summer of 1865 the Savile Ground 
was presented to the club as a gift by Lord 
Savile with a 35-year lease.  
 



  

HOSTING 
YORKSHIRE 

 

1867 – COUNTY CRICKET 
 

 
 

The Savile Ground staged a Yorkshire county 
fixture in 1867. The opponents were 
Cambridgeshire. 
 

 



 

FROM A LAND  

DOWN UNDER 
 

1868 – PAIR OF FIXTURES 
 

 
 

The Savile Ground hosted matches involving 
Nottinghamshire and the Australian Aboriginals 
in 1868. 

 

    



 

GROUND  
FORCE 

 

1874 – MAINTENANCE WORK 
 

 
 

1874 witnessed the erection of boundary walls 
and palisadings at the Savile Ground at a total 
cost of £1,000. 

 

     



 

HANDSOME & 
DISTINGUISHED 

 

1878 – NEW PAVILION 
 
 

The Savile Ground gained a new pavilion in 
1878 – at a cost of £600. 

  



 

G’DAY MATE! 
 
 

1880 – TOUR MATCH 
 

 
 

Yorkshire played the touring Australians at the 
Savile Ground in 1880. 
 

    



 

CALLING TOD! 
 

1880 - LETTER 
 

This letter was sent to Todmorden CC in an 
attempt to arrange a friendly fixture in 1880. This 
of course was the period before organised 
competition – leagues and cups. 
 

 
 
 



RED LETTER 
DAY 

 

1882 – AUSSIES AGAIN 
 

Another game against the Australians was 
scheduled for the Savile Ground in 1882.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

  



 

DEBUT DEFEAT 
 

1883 – KNOCKOUT BLOW 
  

Dewsbury & Savile CC were vanquished in the 
first Heavy Woollen Cup final in 1883 – a match 
staged at their home ground. 
 



 

SNACK  
ATTACK 

 
 

1884 – ON-FIELD & OFF-FIELD 
 

Savile were also defeated in the Heavy Woollen 
Cup final of 1884, but off the field there was 
good news: extensive terraces and new 
refreshment rooms were erected.  

 



 

GIANT  
TOTAL 

 

1885 – KNOCKOUT BLOW 
 

Again, Savile were defeated in the final of the 
Heavy Woollen Cup. 
 
Sad, because on 25 July they had scored a 
massive 448 against Mirfield St. Johns in the 
same competition, with 163 for J.E. Wright.  

 

 
Mirfield St. Johns Church



 

PENNINE 
SHOWDOWN 

 
 

1886 – ROSES FIXTURE 
 

   
 

In 1886 the Savile Ground hosted the Roses 
Match. In the same year Savile lost in the Heavy 
Woollen Cup final to Ossett. 

 

 



 

SPEN SUCCESS 
 
 

1887 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP VICTORY 
 

Dewsbury & Savile scooped the Heavy Woollen 
Cup in 1887, defeating Spen Victoria by 281 
runs.  
 

 
 
Henry Hill scored 139 in the final – the first man 
to reach three figures on such an occasion.  
 

Josh Penny bagged 100 wickets in the season – 
and then repeated the feat twice in future years. 

 



 

VINTAGE 
SUMMER 

 
 

1888 – DOUBLE DELIGHT 
 

In 1888 – the year that future Savile hero Edgar 
Oldroyd was born – the club netted the Heavy 
Woollen Cup after vanquishing Ossett. 

 

 
 



 

CHAINS OF 
OFFICE 

 
 

1889 – MAJOR APPOINTMENT 
 

Club member – and player - George Clay was 
elected Mayor of Dewsbury in 1889. 
 

Meanwhile, Savile claimed the Heavy Woollen 
Cup again, for the third time in succession, 
beating Spen in the final. 

 

   



 

PLAYING FOR 
KEEPS 

 
 

1890 – FOURTH CONSECUTIVE VICTORY 
 

For the fourth year in a row, Savile netted the 
Heavy Woollen Cup – and thus took the trophy 
outright. 
 

 
A century later, the trophy was up for auction 
 

The club had now taken part in eight successive 
finals, including four successive victories under 
Sam Shaw. Star bowler J.H. Jackson took 100 
wickets in the season.  



 

THE 
HUMILIATION 

GAME 
 
 

1891 – RECORD LOW SCORE 
 

 
 

On 2 May 1891, Savile were bowled out for 2 – 
yes, TWO - against Bradford! 

 

 



 

KNOCKOUT 
JOY 

 
 

1898 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP WINNERS 
 

 
 



 

TOP OF THE 
TREE 

 
 
 

1899 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP MEDAL 
 
 

 
 

Six years after joining the Heavy Woollen 
League, in 1893, Savile were crowned 
champions, with each player receiving a medal 
like the one below. 

 

 
 



 

HOME SOIL 
 
 

1900/2 – GROUND NEWS 
 

In 1900 the lease on the Savile Ground was  
renewed for 40 years. 

 

 
The Savile Ground in 1910 

 

In 1902 it was decided that 25%, rather than 
10%, of the gate would now go to the club. 
 

 



 

SIX AND OUT! 
 
 

1904 – HEATON DISASTER 
 

In 1904 Dewsbury & Savile bowled Hanging 
Heaton St. Paul’s out for 6 – the lowest all-out 
total in Heavy Woollen Cup history.  
 

 
St. Paul’s Church, Hanging Heaton 

 

In the same year, Thomas Wormald became 
club president…and Walter Lipscomb’s tenure 
as club president came to an end. 

 



  

TWICE AS NICE! 
 
 

1910 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP  
& LEAGUE ‘DOUBLE’ 

 
 
 

      
 
 
Savile scooped the Heavy Woollen League and 
Cup ‘Double’ in 1910. Professional H. Harrison 
(seated, far right) bagged 100 wickets in the 
season. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

      
 

 



 

CHICKENLEY  
DISASTER 

 
 

1913 – CUP FINAL DEFEAT 
 

In 1913 Dewsbury & Savile totalled a paltry 89 in 
their Heavy Woollen Cup final encounter. 
 
Sadly, opponents Chickenley knocked off the 
runs with little fuss – running out victors by 10 
wickets. 
 

 
The victorious Chickenley side 



RUNS AND 
RUNS 

 

1919 – CLUB NEWS 
 

   

In 1919 star Savile batsman Edgar Oldroyd 
scored 156 not out at Leeds. E. Nixon also 
bagged 100 wickets (and went on to achieve the 
same feat four times in five years, 1919-23).  
 

This was also the last year in which a member of 
the Yorkshire CCC groundstaff doubled as club 
professional.  



 

BATLEY 
REVERSE 

 

1922 – MOUNT PLEASANT DEFEAT 
 

  

 



 

BY HECK! 
 

1923 – CUP FINAL SUCCESS 
 

 



 

PACKED HOUSE 
 

1924 – CLUB NEWS 
 

Savile won the Heavy Woollen Cup in 1924. 
 

 
 

In the same year a 25,000 crowd turned up to 
watch Yorkshire play Warwickshire (‘The Bears’) 
at the Savile Ground, with £1,297 gate. 
 



   

UP FOR THE 
CUP! 

 
 

1925/6 – CLUB NEWS 
 

Savile bagged the Heavy Woollen Cup in 1925 
(below) and 1926. 

 

 



  

KNOCKOUT 
KINGS! 

 
 

1931 – HEAVY WOOLLEN CUP WINNERS 
 

 
 

In 1931 Savile again claimed the Heavy Woollen 
Cup.  
 

 
 

In his first season at the club, J.L. Heaton took 
124 wickets at an average of 8.07.  
 
Edgar Oldroyd also played his last game for 
Yorkshire CCC. 



 
 

THANK YOU, 
THORNHILL! 

 
 

1936 – PROFESSIONAL’S CONTRACT 
 
 
 

 

 
In 1936 Savile signed up Joe Speight from 
Thornhill as club professional. 
 
In the same year the club’s 2nd XI scooped the  
Crowther Cup. 

  



COME ON IN! 
 

1938 – FUNDRAISING EVENT 
 

  
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

GLOBAL 
CONFLICT  
STOP PLAY 

 
 

SECOND WORLD WAR 
 

Major P.B. Walker took on the role of club 
president between 1939 and 1941. 

 

 
 

The club did not take part in competitive cricket 
in 1943 and 1944. This coincided with the Savile 
Ground being taken over by Dewsbury 
Corporation. 


